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JOE RICE WINS FIRST EVER CIRCUIT EVENT AT TURNING STONE 

Family man from New York wins first WSOP Circuit event in his home state’s history 

After almost a two-year hiatus, the World Series of Poker Circuit came back at the end of 
2021, and Turning Stone Resort Casino decided to jump in the mix for the very first time. 
This is also the first time New York is hosting a WSOP stop on the Circuit. 

The opening event of this historic moment was won by New York native Joe Rice, earning a 
cash worth $27,372 and his first gold ring. “Actually winning a ring is a great honor, and it’s 
exciting,” smiled Rice. “My wife’s home pregnant now with our third child, that’s going to be 
a baby girl, and I have two boys, 7 and 5, and I told them I was coming out here to win a 
ring. Multiple rings, actually. It’s fun and I’m happy I got the first one.” 

Rice is a business owner back home, and says he only really plays poker as a hobby but has 
always loved it. “When I was younger, I always wanted to play poker professionally, but I 
just went into the restaurant business and it led me to my wife so I’m happy I did that.” 

This is Rice’s second-largest career cash, and first major win. The newly-crowned 
champion came to Turning Stone with something to prove and has already done just that 
on the first day. “I never really got to make a good run at playing poker for a living or 
anything like that, but this is my one shot to show my wife and my kids how good I actually 
am at the game, so off to a good start,” explained Rice. 

 

 



 

 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Joseph Rice 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Elmira, NY 
Current Residence:   Waterford, NY  

Age:     41 
Profession:    Business Owner 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
JOE RICE’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 
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