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Circuit Stop: Thunder Valley Casino  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em 8-max 

Buy-in:  $400 

Date:   17 January 2022 

Entries: 150 

Prizepool: $47,420

 

ROMEO VELASQUEZ WINS EVENT #5 

Romeo Velasquez survives stacked Final Table to earn first WSOP Ring. 

Romeo Velasquez just took down the $400 No-Limit Hold'em 8-Handed event at the 

Thunder Valley Casino World Series of Poker Circuit. Velasquez outlasted a stacked starting 

field of 174 entrants to earn $14,566 and his first WSOP Circuit gold ring. He also earns a 

seat in the Tournament of Champions, which will be held in Las Vegas in the summer of 
2022. 

“It feels wonderful. I have always thought that I could win one of these, given the chance. I 

don’t play too many WSOP events, but I play a lot of smaller events in the Bay Area. I was 

lucky then, but now I am a much better player,” Velasquez said after winning his first WSOP 
ring.  

Event #5 of the Thunder Valley Circuit series attracted a stacked field of players. Among 

the notables was Marcus Laffen, with over $200,000 in WSOP earnings, and five-time ring 

winner Scott Stewart, but none of them were still in the tournament when the field got 

down to a Final Table.  

William Chao was the first player to bust at the final table, and Ryan Awwad joined him 

shortly after. A few quick eliminations followed, and Velasquez found himself three-handed 

against the young talent Zack Smyth, and reigning Thunder Valley Circuit Main Event 

champion, Jaime Haletky.  

Velasquez was able to maneuver the tough competition and took it down at 6.30 a.m., after 
nearly fifteen hours of poker action.  



 

 

The new WSOP champion is now hoping to keep the hot streak going in the Main Event that 

starts Saturday – if his wife lets him. 

“We were supposed to go to Hawaii this Saturday, but I asked her if we could delay the trip 

so that I could play the Main Event. When she refused I said ‘Can we delay it if I win a 

tournament’ and she said that I had to win one before we could discuss that, so now I’m 
going to go home and show her this ring,” Velasquez laughed. 

Velasquez is playing phenomenal poker at the moment and the first flight of the Thunder 

Valley WSOP Circuit Main Event starts on Saturday. The Thunder Valley crowd can only 

hope that Ms Velasquez holds strong, so that they can avoid the red-hot champion at the 

Main Event felt. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Romeo Velasquez  
Nationality:  Philippines 
Birthplace:    Philippines 
Current Residence:   San Ramon, CA 

Age:    59 
Profession:    Retired 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
ROMEO VELASQUEZ’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 

https://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=4898&tid=20089&dayof=200891&rr=5
https://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=4898&tid=20089&dayof=200891&rr=5
https://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerid=321161
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