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SAMI BECHAHED GRABS FIRST GOLD RING 

Sami Bechahed takes down $400 No-Limit Hold’em event 

Sami Bechahed just struck gold in the $400 No-Limit Hold’em event during the World 
Series of Poker Circuit at the Bicycle Casino. The Frenchman outlasted 121 players to earn 
$10,955 and his first gold ring. 

The win was Bechahed’s second in just over a week, as he took down the $400 No-Limit 
Hold’em Bounty event last week here at the Bicycle Casino.  

“My second win in a row, I can’t believe it – it’s crazy,” said the Paris native.  

The one-day event got down to final table after almost seven hours of play, and Bechahed 
eventually found himself heads-up against Michigan’s Mario Arribas. An intense heads-up 
battle followed, a duel that lasted over two hours before Bechahed finally could take it 
down.  

“I made a lot of mistakes in the heads-up play. He was a very straight-up opponent – every 
time he bet he had it, and when he didn’t have it he folded. During the break I told myself 
‘wake up, you need to stop paying him off’, and the momentum started to shift ones I 
started doing that,” said Bechahed.  

Bechahed is born and raised in Paris but moved to California five years go after meeting an 
American girl, now his wife, while in U.S on vacation. He believes that his job as a poker 
dealer has made him a better player, as he is able to study the best the best in the game 
while working as a dealer.  

“I left everything in France to be with her. Now I deal to the high stakes players, and I get to 
see more hands than anyone else, and I think that is an advantage. I also try to study poker 



 

 

on the side, or, I don’t even consider it studying because I love the game, but I every day I 
am trying to improve as a player,” said the latest WSOP ring winner.  

Apart from the gold ring, Bechahed earns $10,955 and a seat in the Tournament of 
Champions, which will be held in Las Vegas the summer of 2022. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER

Name:    Sami Bechahed 
Nationality:  French 
Birthplace:    Paris, France. 
Current Residence:   Costa Mesa, CA. 

Age:     35 
Profession:    Poker Dealer 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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