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GABRIEL HABBABA TAKES DOWN THE MONSTER STACK 

Gabriel Habbaba outlasts 1,054 entrants to win first ring 

Gabriel Habbaba has just won in the $400 Monster Stack at the World Series of Poker 
Circuit at the Bicycle Casino. After three days of play, the business owner from Bagdad 
emerged victorious to earn his first WSOP gold ring. 

“It feels good. I have not won a tournament in a very long time. My last win was in 2008 so 
I’m happy to finally win again. It’s a good Christmas gift,” said the winner.  

The $400 Monster Stack was expected to be one of the bigger events during the World 
Series of Poker Circuit at the Bicycle Casino. The high expectations were met and exceeded, 
as the tournament attracted over a thousand entrants that generated a prizepool just shy of 
$500,000.  

145 of the 1,054 players that took a stab at the Monster Stack survived Day 1, but only 20 
of them were still left when Day 3 started. The field dwindled down to a final table three 
hours into the third day, and Habbaba eventually found himself heads-up against the 
French poker pro, Vincent Chauve. 

Habbaba took notice of the Frenchman’s European style play and felt like he was able to 
expose Chauve’s aggression at the final table.   

“I was very relaxed playing against him, because I know the game that he plays. He’s very 
aggressive and he doesn’t care – he’d call with any hand. If he picked up duces he’d call 
because he’d think he got the nuts. But he’s a good player,” said Habbaba. 

The 61-year-old works full-time as a store owner and does only play tournaments 
occasionally. The long poker hiatus made him eager to play again, and this eventually 



 

 

earned him a seat at the Tournament of Champions that will be held in Las Vegas in the 
summer of 2022. With the win, Habbaba added $86,130 to his career earnings, coupled 
with his first WSOP gold ring. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER

Name:    Gabriel Habbaba 
Nationality:  Irak 
Birthplace:    Bagdad, Irak. 
Current Residence:   San Diego, CA. 

Age:     61 
Profession:    Business Owner 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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