
 

WSOP CIRCUIT 2021-22 
MAIN EVENT REPORT 

 

Circuit Stop: Harrah’s Cherokee  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em Main Event 

Buy-in:  $1,700 

Date:   3 December 2021 

Entries: 1,375 

Prizepool: $2,083,125

 

DONALD CRABTREE WINS RECORD-BREAKING 

HARRAH’S CHEROKEE MAIN EVENT FOR $329,828 

Tennessee-native wins first ever WSOP Circuit ring, pushing career earnings over $500,000 

Donald Crabtree is victorious in the record-breaking $1,700 Main Event at Harrah’s 
Cherokee, pocketing $329,828 for his biggest career score. He also won himself a seat in the 
Tournament of Champions next year, which has $1 million guaranteed as well. 

The guarantee in the Main Event was $1 million but everyone knew this number was going 
to get blown out of the water. Sure enough, the actual guarantee was met before the start of 
play in Flight B, and it quickly ballooned to over $2 million, setting a record at Harrah’s 
Cherokee. A total of 1,375 entries came through the cage, making up a prize pool of 
$2,083,125. The top four spots in the Main Event paid out six figures, which is certainly life-
changing money for many.  

Leading up to the final table, poker pros and recreational players alike took their shot at 
making it to the center stage on Day 3. Just 19 made it through, and the real sweat to the 
final table began. Familiar faces that were in the mix on the final day but didn’t make the 
final table included Matt Emmel (18th - $19,006), Chris Carey (15th - $23,205), and Matt 
Bond (13th - $23,205). 

Crabtree navigated his way through the likes of two-time Circuit winner and well-know 
poker pro Brian Altman (10th - $28,577) and 2018 Harrah’s Cherokee Main Event winner 
Adam Ross (5th - $91,770).  

Youseff Aly (4th - $118,780), a first-time participant in a WSOP tournament, started to ramp 
up the aggression – both in his poker game and speech play. He was building a reputation 



 

 

that had him needling players around him, admittedly trying to get under their skin. 
Crabtree wasn’t having it though and he held on. 

Heads-up play began with Crabtree sitting on a more than two-to-one chip lead over Davis. 
Crabtree grinded Davis down, but eventually doubled him up with eight-seven against 
pocket fives. Shortly after that double, Davis got it in with a straight draw but couldn’t catch 
up against Crabtree’s trips. Davis earned $203,849 for his runner-up finish. 

A total of 207 players out of 1,375 entries found themselves in the money on Day 2. Among 
these players were some familiar faces including Brett Apter (20th), Ari Engel (29th), Ryan 
Eriquezzo (37th), Christina Read (38th), Matt Higgins (46th),  Eric Salazar (70th), Ken 
Aldridge (76th), Warren Sheaves (128th), Michael Wang (169th), Jake Bazeley (186th), Ryan 
Jones (194th) and Ronnie Bardah (190th). 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Donald Crabtree 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Nashville, TN 
Current Residence:  Mt. Juliet, TN 

Age:     61 
Profession:    Self-Employed 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0

 

DIRECT LINKS 

ARTICLE ON DONALD CRABTREE’S VICTORY 
FULL RESULTS 
LIVE UPDATES FROM THE TOURNAMENT 
DONALD CRABTREE’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 
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