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EMANUEL MANIOUDAKIS SCORES 1ST RING AT 

HAMMOND  

The Illinois native scores big securing his first Circuit cash along with ring in one swoop 

Emanuel Manioudakis grabbed a piece of World Series of Poker gold on Monday, at the 
Horseshoe Hammond Circuit series. The cash game specialist outlasted 167 players in 
Event #5: $600 Pot-Limit Omaha to score not only his first Circuit cash but also claim his 
first WSOP gold ring.  

“Wow! What else could a man ask for! I mean a man could die now and still be happy cause 
ya boy just won a ring,” Manioudakis said with a nice big grin on his face after his win.  

“I don’t really get to play Circuit tournaments that often,” Manioudakis stated. “I’m a 
nosebleed cash game player but I had the opportunity to either play this or the $5-$5 cash 
game and now here we are.” 

Even though Manioudakis’s doesn’t get out to play tournaments that often, doesn’t mean 
that he’s not involved in the poker community. 

“Whenever I have the opportunity to play a tournament I do but I’m just so involved in the 
poker community as I work for Chicago Charitable Games alongside (runner-up) Ken 
Kaulen who is actually the owner of CCG so basically every weekend I’m working at KJ and 
I’m totally fine with that .”  

Chicago Charitable Games (CCG) is a weekend charity poker event planning company that 
helps local and national charities market successful charitable poker nights.  



 

 

“KJ likes to host the tournaments on the weekends and I like to spend my time there 
instead of playing full-time,” Manioudakis continued, “I’ve been down that route before and 
I feel being involved in the poker community the way that I am opposed to playing full-time 
is just something I have more passion for.”  

As far as the victory is concerned, it provided Manioudakis with a nice payday of $22,053 
but the money wasn’t his motivation.  

“For a lot of us that play poker, the money means nothing. We can all burn through $20,000 
no problem, it comes down to this ring because anyone who truly loves this game knows 
that it’s what really a holds the crown,” stated Manioudakis.  

The victory wasn’t just a solo one as Manioudakis has support throughout the poker 
community.  

“Well first off I want to give a shoutout to myself for playing some darn good poker, I only 
got my money in behind once all tournament so that’s definitely worth mentioning,” 
Manioudakis said with a sarcastic tone.  

“No but obviously I have a big shoutout to CCG if it wasn’t for them or Ken (Kaulen) giving 
me the opportunity to work I honestly wouldn’t be here right now and shoutouts to friends, 
family, The Rail Birds, Ice Haze, Chicagoland Poker Community, Insta Mock, Mr. Gutshot, All 
the Boyz in the Club and CCGPoker.live.” 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Emanuel Manioudakis 
Nationality: USA 
Birthplace: Villa Park, IL 
Current Residence: Villa Park, IL 

Age: N/A 
Profession: CCG Poker 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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