
 

WSOP CIRCUIT 2018-19 
EVENT REPORT 

 

Circuit Stop: Bicycle Hotel and Casino  (Bell 

Gardens, CA)  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em Turbo         

Buy-in:  $400 

Date:   3 December 2018 

Entries: 117 

Prizepool: $38,610

 

SHANE MARTIN WINS $400 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM TURBO 

Recent transplant to Southern California busts single-day event before hopping in, and 

winning, his first ring in the turbo. 

Shane Martin hurt his back a week before the start of the World Series of Poker Circuit stop 

at the Bicycle Hotel and Casino. Despite the pain and the inability to stay active, the injury 

had a bright side for the recent transplant to Southern California from Chicago.  

Since he was temporarily unable to continue his active lifestyle, Martin came to the Bike to 

take shots at the two single-day ring events running on Sunday. He busted the $250 no-
limit hold’em that started at 10 a.m. and hopped right into the $400 no-limit hold’em turbo.  

He was unlucky in the morning’s event, but he ended the day right with a victory in the 

$400 no-limit hold’em turbo. He topped the 117-entry field and denied Ethan Vanklaveren 
his second ring heads-up to win the $11,585 first place money and his first Circuit ring.  

“I’m just tired,” said Martin after his win. “I’m ready to go to bed. I messed up my back last 

week, so that’s the only reason I’m here. Just cause I was like ‘Well, I’ll go play poker.’ It 

worked out well.”  

It was a turbo event with 20-minute levels for the duration, which caused the tournament 

to only last for about 10 hours. But with Martin playing the 10 a.m. event, his day lasted for 

just over 16 hours before he left with his first piece of Circuit gold.  

“I just busted it and jumped right in this one,” said Martin about his day. “It’s just a long day. 

Playing for this long nowadays when I’m old is a little rough.” 



 

 

What makes it even rougher for Martin is having to wake up on Monday morning and work 

his day job. Martin recently moved to Los Angeles from Chicago and works in supply chain 
management for a construction company.  

With his job taking up most of his time, he’s only able to play poker in his spare time. The 

36-year-old enjoys tournaments over cash games. There will be no shortage of them in 
Southern California for him to play.  

With the turbo format, variance tends to ramp up and the action is pretty swingy. It wasn’t 

like that for Martin, who had pretty smooth sailing for most of the final table until he was 
down to three-handed play.  

“It was pretty good. We got down to three handed and I was chip leader almost the entire 

time,” said Martin. “Then I got rivered twice and I was short. Then I doubled and then I 

picked up kings against top pair in a turbo. That’s pretty much it.”   

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Shane Martin 
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Chicago, IL  
Current Residence: Los Angeles, CA   

Age: 36  
Profession: Supply Chain Management 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0  
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