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Ravi Raghavan Wins High Roller, Casino Champion 

Elite tournament pro has a monster Monday at Horseshoe Hammond 

Hammond, Indiana (October 26, 2016) — Ravi Raghavan is the champion of Event #12 at 
Horseshoe Hammond, defeating a field of 83 entries to win the $5,300 High Roller event. 
Raghavan has a long list of impressive tournament results, but this victory was his first on the 
WSOP Circuit. He earned the top prize of $132,798 and his first gold ring. The win also clinched 
Casino Champion honors for Raghavan, awarding him one of the limited tickets to the WSOP 
Global Casino Championship. 

Those are the facts, but the full context of Raghavan’s performance will be remembered for a 
long time on the Circuit. 

Raghavan’s Monday began in the $1,675 Main Event, where he was among the final 28 
remaining from a huge starting field of 1,308 entries. This High Roller event had gotten 
underway the previous afternoon, an event that he would typically play, if not for being 
otherwise occupied in the Main. 

Late registration was still available until the Day 2 restart at 3:00 PM, though, and Raghavan was 
eliminated from the Main in 16th place at about 2:58. By the time his bustout hand was posted to 
the live updates at 3:02, he was already in the High Roller field, the second-to-last player to 
sneak in before registration closed. Only Jean Gaspard got in after Raghavan, and Gaspard was 
the first player eliminated on Day 2. Raghavan would not be eliminated at all. 

Ten hours later, 98 of the 99 tournament tables were empty, and only a few custodians were 
milling around, tidying up the unnecessaries in the cavernous tournament theater. In a far corner, 
Raghavan and Keven Stammen were the last two players in action, battling back and forth in a 
light-hearted heads-up match for the series’ final gold ring. Raghavan closed the series with a 
victory, defeating Stammen to put the exclamation point on a remarkable day at Horseshoe 
Hammond. 



Although they were the only two left playing at that hour, there was one more player whose fate 
hung in the balance of that match. Art Harb, a Chicago police sergeant, had cashed three times 
and made two final tables during the series, and he was clinging to his spot atop the Casino 
Champion leaderboard with one event left to fade. One player left to fade, really. 

Raghavan had begun the day with just 2.5 points, trailing Harb by 67.5 -- not even on the radar 
as a threat to challenge for the crown. Raghavan's Main Event performance was worth 20 points, 
though, bringing him to 22.5 and suddenly putting him in contention with his late-entry into the 
High Roller. He need nothing short of a win to earn the title, and he got it, stealing the Casino 
Champion honors away from Harb on the series' final river card. 

__________ 

Event #12 was the eleventh of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe 
Hammond. The $5,300 High Roller event drew a field of 83 entries, generating a prizepool worth 
$415,000. The final nine players finished in the money. 

Day 1 began at 2:00 PM on Sunday, October 23 and concluded at the end of Level 12 with 32 
players remaining out of 72 entries. Another 11 entries were added prior to the close of 
registration on Monday, October 24. Day 2 began at 3:00 PM with 43 players, and the last hand 
was dealt around 2:00 AM the following morning. 

__________ 

All players who cashed in ring events at Horseshoe Hammond earned points that apply toward 
the season-long race to claim one of the limited at-large bids to the WSOP Global Casino 
Championship. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 

All rings at Horseshoe Hammond are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 
2016/2017 WSOP Circuit season. 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or visit 
WSOP.com. 

For additional information please contact:  

Eric Ramsey (WSOP Media Coordinator) at eric_ramsey@me.com.
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