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Robert “Skinny” Hankins Wins the Main Event! 

Nashville pro collects a fat payday, second ring of the series, sixth of his career 

Elizabeth, Indiana (October 10, 2016) – Robert Hankins is the newest Main Event champion 
on the WSOP Circuit, outlasting a stacked final table to claim the title at Horseshoe Southern 
Indiana. Hankins’ performance earned him his second gold ring of the series — the sixth of his 
career — and the top prize of $146,520. This ring, unlike the other five he owns, is encrusted 
with diamonds to set it apart from those awarded to winners of preliminary events. He’s just the 
ninth player to win at least six rings in the Circuit’s 13-year history. The victory also guarantees 
him a seat in the 2017 WSOP Global Casino Championship, marking the fourth consecutive 
season in which he’s qualified for the season-ending bracelet event. 

“This feels [expletive] awesome,” Hankins said succinctly in the moments after his victory. “It’s 
gratifying, because I get probably 25 percent of the volume that most players get. So, to have a 
good week up here, you know — for myself, it just feels good.” Hankins even called his shot, in 
a way. Prior to the final table, the nine remaining players filled out information sheets, and 
Hankins scrawled a message of foreshadowing across the top of his page: “1st Place (6 rings) 
*CHAMPION*” 

The champ is a 28-year-old professional poker player from Nashville, Tennessee. He also has a 
part-time job as the father to two children — a son, Reece (7) and a daughter, Aubri (6). “I try to 
be a good dad,” he said in his previous interview. “Any other time, it’s poker time. I don’t really 
have a social life outside of poker.” Hankins has been playing the game as his profession since 
about 2010, when he lost a lucrative job at Bridgestone. 

“Four days before Christmas, they laid us all off,” he said. “I waited around thinking I was going 
to get my job back, and I started playing poker. I was getting an unemployment check — $220 a 
week with two new kids. Poker saved me; it helped me be able to support my family.” 

So far, the new career is going rather well for Hankins. He was only able to play six of the 12 
ring events at Horseshoe Southern Indiana, making the final table in four of them and winning 



two outright. He conquered back-to-back events, in fact. Hankins was busy winning Event #8 
while Day 1A of the Main Event was getting underway, and he late-registered after posing for 
winner’s photos with his fifth ring and what was his most recent at the time. Three days later, 
Hankins was celebrating again, this time as the Main Event champion with ring number six. 

This victory puts quite an exclamation point on Hankins' series, ending a stretch of five 
consecutive days of tournament poker without being eliminated. His total career earnings on the 
WSOP Circuit now total nearly $500,000 in addition to those six rings. He’s going to run out of 
free space on his fingers soon at this pace. 

__________ 

The Main Event was the ninth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at 
Horseshoe Southern Indiana. The $1,675 no-limit hold’em event attracted 432 entries, generating 
a prizepool worth $648,000. That money was shared by the final 45 players. 

The tournament featured two starting flights beginning Friday, October 7 and Saturday, October 
8. Flight A drew 180 entries and advanced 51, while Flight B drew 246 entries and advanced 79. 
Both flights began at 12:00 PM and logged 12 levels of play. Six additional players bought-in 
directly into Day 2. 

The combined Day 2 restarted Sunday, October 11 at 1:00 p.m. with 136 players. The money 
bubble burst during Level 18 (~5:00 PM) and play wrapped up for the night with 12 players 
remaining at the end of Level 24 (~2:00 AM).  

Day 3 began Monday, October 12 at 1:00 p.m., and the tournament concluded around 8:00 PM. 

The final table began during Level 25, with 12,000/24,000 blinds and a 4,000 ante. Here were 
the seating assignments and chip counts: 

Seat 1: Karen Hodge  808,000 (34 bb) 
Seat 2: Ben Keeline  1,379,000 (57 bb) 
Seat 3: Keven Stammen 620,000 (26 bb) 
Seat 4: Lytle Allen  1,793,000 (75 bb) 
Seat 5: Hank Sitton  800,000 (33 bb) 
Seat 6: Gary Simms  682,000 (28 bb) 
Seat 7: Al Hencheck Jr. 416,000 (17 bb) 
Seat 8: Alan Wyse  652,000 (27 bb) 
Seat 9: Robert Hankins 1,368,000 (57 bb) 

__________ 



1st place: Robert Hankins ($142,560) 
Hometown: Murfreesboro, TN Occupation: Poker player  
WSOP earnings: $212,828 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $494,117 (6 rings) 

2nd place: Hank Sitton ($88,096) 
Hometown: Greenville, SC  Occupation: Automobile dealer  
WSOP earnings: $39,729 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $234,748 

3rd place: Lytle Allen ($64,372) 
Hometown: Murfreesboro, TN Occupation: Poker player  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $330,355 

4th place: Ben Keeline ($47,796) 
Hometown: Westminster, CO  Occupation: Poker player  
WSOP earnings: $1,048,124 (1 bracelet) 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $370,928 (1 ring) 

5th place: Karen Hodge ($36,042) 
Hometown: Noblesville, IN  Occupation: Finance  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $39,745 

6th place: Gary Simms ($27,585) 
Hometown: Shelbyville, KY  Occupation: Poker player  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $29,803  

7th place: Alan Wyse ($21,423) 
Hometown: Wauseon, OH  Occupation: Financial advisor  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $21,423 

8th place: Keven Stammen ($16,874) 
Hometown: Coldwater, OH  Occupation: Poker player  
WSOP earnings: $871,341 (1 bracelet) 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $93,529 

9th place: Al Hencheck Jr. ($13,478) 
Hometown: Loveland, OH  Occupation: Real estate broker  
WSOP earnings: $1,957 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $77,444 (1 ring) 



Other notable in-the-money finishers included ring winners Ryan Tepen (38th place - $2,929), 
Jake Bazeley (33rd place - $3,596), David Cassio (31st place - $3,596), David Walters ($27th 
place - $4,633), Charles “Woody” Moore (26th place - $4,633), Michael Hahn (21st place - 
$6,279), Ben Grise (18th place - $7,452), and BJ McBrayer (10th place - $10,912). 

__________ 

Here is the full list of gold ring winners from Horseshoe Southern Indiana: 

Event #1: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (161 entries)  Scott Fitzhugh wins $13,041  
Event #2: $365 No-Limit Hold’em Re-entry (812 entries) Rob James wins $47,502  
Event #3: $365 No-Limit Hold’em Turbo (166 entries) Nam Lu wins $13,446  
Event #4: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (136 entries)  Al Hencheck Jr. wins $11,424 
Event #5: $365 No-Limit Hold’em Six Max (170 entries) Nate Bandy wins $14,280 
Event #6: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (159 entries)  Nick Lamkin wins $27,390  
Event #7: $365 Monster Stack (415 entries)   Nate Bandy wins $27,390  
Event #8: $365 Pot-Limit Omaha w/Rebuys (104 entries) Robert Hankins wins $28,230 
Event #9: $1,675 Main Event (432 entries)   Robert Hankins wins $146,520 
Event #10: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (126 entries)  Libby Wilson wins $10,584 
Event #11: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (119 entries)  S.J. Van Dalsen wins $10,710 
Event #12: $365 No-Limit Hold’em Turbo (73 entries) Nathan Kerchief wins $7,446 

Nate Bandy of Chattanooga, Tennessee earned the title of Casino Champion at Horseshoe 
Southern Indiana. Bandy won the second and third gold rings of his short career as a professional 
poker player, with all three of those coming over the course of the last month. Like Hankins, he 
won back-to-back events he entered in Southern Indiana, besting big fields in both Event #5 
($365 Six Max) and #7 ($365 Monster Stack) to accumulate 100 total points and $41,670 in 
combined winnings. Bandy’s performance secures him one of the limited seats in the 2017 
WSOP Global Casino Championship. 

__________ 

All players who cashed in ring events earned points that apply toward the season-long race to 
claim one of the limited at-large Global Casino Championship bids, awarded to the top point 
earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on 
WSOP.com. 

All rings at Horseshoe Southern Indiana are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 
2016/2017 WSOP Circuit season. 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or visit 
WSOP.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
http://www.jostens.com
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/


For additional information please contact:  

Eric Ramsey (WSOP Media Coordinator) at eric_ramsey@me.com.
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