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Erik Sagstrom Wins Planet Hollywood High Roller       
 

Swedish high-stakes poker pro returns from poker hiatus and earns high roller title.    

 

Las Vegas, NV (September 5, 2016) — Erik Sagstrom really loves poker. After staying up 

playing cash games all night long, Sagstrom late registered at the last possible moment for the 

$5,300 no-limit hold’em high roller event.  

 

Sagstrom registered just before Day 2 started on Monday afternoon and the decision not to sleep 

turned out to be a good one. The well-known Swedish high-stakes poker professional bested a 

field of 26 players to take home $65,000.  

 

“It feels good,” said Sagstrom. “I’ve been up for the better part of 36 hours, so I’m a bit tired. 

But it’s a good finish to the day. Or maybe two days.”  

 

Sagstrom made a name for himself in the early days of online poker. He then jumped into live 

high-stakes cash games and dabbled in some of the high-stakes tournaments. He earned his 

largest score in the $10,000 HORSE World Championship in 2009, ultimately finishing third for 

$522,393.  

 

He was around for a few more years before taking a few years off from poker. He spent most of 

his time back in Sweden and playing very little poker.   

 

“I wasn’t really playing poker for a long time,” said Sagstrom. “I was in Sweden and I was doing 

some different things. I was betting sports and not really playing much poker over the last four 

years. Or maybe three years. I don’t even know.”  

 

After several years away from the game, Sagstrom decided get a visa and come back to the 

states. Just before the 216 WSOP, Sagstrom made his way back to Vegas and picked up where 

he left off – playing high stakes poker.  

 

He jumped right back into cash games and has been playing the biggest games around for the last 

few months. He even picked up his first WSOP cash in several years last June, a 19th place finish 

in the $10,000 2-7 Triple Draw Championship.  

 



“I’ve been doing a little of this and a little of that and then I came here,” said Sagstrom of his 

recent activity. “I wasn’t planning on playing much, but once you’re here, you get sucked in. 

Life is crazy and the degenerate that I am, I play all the time now.”  

 

Sagstrom picked up a win in a no-limit hold’em event on Monday evening, but he considers 

himself to be a mixed game specialist. Most of his time spent on the felt is in ‘Bobby’s Room,’ 

playing some of the biggest cash games the world has to offer.  

 

“It’s actually a mix of everything,” said Sagstrom of the cash games he plays in. “There is no-

limit hold’em, there is pot-limit Omaha, there are stud games, there’s everything. The mix is four 

no-limit games and seven limit games. It’s everything. I feel pretty comfortable playing 

everything.”  

 

Sagstrom’s cash games have a cap on the big bet games, where players can only commit a 

certain amount of money to the pot before the betting is over and the rest of the hand is played as 

an all in pot. This format of cash game is part of the reason Sagstrom decided to play the event.  

 

“So this structure works sort of good for me,” said Sagstrom. “It’s like a cap where you only 

have 20 bets or you have a little more to start. It’s a good structure for me.”  

 

By registering so late, Sagstrom started out the tournament with a shallow stack and he was able 

to work that to his advantage. He continued to apply pressure to his opponents and when there 

were five players remaining, Sagstrom had most of the chips in play.  

 

He continued to apply pressure and eventually get heads-up with Joe Kuether, who won this 

event last year. Sagstrom started out the heads-up match the chip lead and never relinquished it. 

In less than two full levels of play, Sagstrom earned the win and eliminated Kuether in second.  

 

With his poker hiatus over and a win already under his belt, it is likely Sagstrom will be spotted 

more often in the tournament world.  

 

“I’m playing a lot of poker tournaments all over the U.S. actually,” he said. “I played at the Bike 

a few days ago and then I played here. I’m going to travel and I’m going to play a lot of poker 

tournaments. I’ll be around.”   

 

Along with the ring, Sagstrom earned 50 points towards a seat in the Global Casino 

Championship. It’s too late for Sagstrom to win the title of Casino Champion at this stop, but his 

points will continue to accumulate if he plays future Circuit events.    

 

This was the 11th of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Planet Hollywood. 

The $5,300 no-limit hold’em high roller event attracted 26 players. The total prize pool came to 

$130,000 and the top 3 finishers were paid. 

 

Cards got in the air on Sunday, September 4 at 4 p.m. and Day 2 got underway on Monday at 2 

p.m. with 16 players. The final table as reached around 4 p.m. and a winner was crowned around 

8:30 p.m. The duration of the final table lasted about four hours and 30 minutes.  

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Planet Hollywood: 

 



EVENT #1: Hayden Aalvik defeated 556 players ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $35,026 

EVENT #2: Dale Beaudoin defeated 71 players ($580 NLH) for $12,071 

EVENT #3: Vincent Moscati defeated 83 players ($365 NLH) for $7,968 

EVENT #4: James Mink defeated 170 players ($365 NLH Six-Max) for $13,769 

EVENT #5: Sean Marshall defeated 100 players ($580 NLH) for $14,997 

EVENT #6: Ben Palmer defeated 339 players ($365 NLH Monster Stack) for $23,389 

EVENT #7: Caleb Shumard defeated 57 players ($580 PLO) for $10,686 

EVENT #8: Josh Mammon defeated 127 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $10,668  

EVENT #9: Sean Yu defeated 528 players ($1,675 NLH Main Event) for $170,286 

EVENT #10: Jim Willerson defeated 68 players ($580 NLH) for $11,899 

EVENT #11: Erik Sagstrom defeated 26 players ($5,300 NLH High Roller) for $65,000  

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during Planet Hollywood’s 12 combined 

gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the 

WSOP Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn 

points that apply toward the season-long race to claim one of the at-large Global Casino 

Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on 

the points system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp

