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Ben Palmer Wins Monster Stack      
 

Accomplished Las Vegas poker pro adds a ring and $23,389 to his impressive resume.  

 

Las Vegas, NV (September 1, 2016) — Ben Palmer has accomplished a lot in his poker career. 

The Florida native and Las Vegas local had a successful online career before transitioning to live 

poker and earned over $1.5 million in live arena.  

 

One thing that he didn’t have was a World Series of Poker Circuit ring. He earned the ring on 

Thursday evening just before the strike of midnight by topping a field of 339 in the $365 no-limit 

hold’em monster stack, taking home $23,389. Even with a plethora of wins under his belt, 

Palmer always enjoys coming out on top.  

 

“It’s always good to win,” said Palmer. “It feels good.”  

 

Palmer came into the second and final day of play as the chip leader with 22 players remaining 

from the original 339. He started off the day on the right foot and chipped up even further. He 

was able to cruise into the final table without much resistance near the top of the chip counts.  

 

“I was chip leader, but it was weird,” said Palmer. “The big blind was 12,000 and I only had 

580,000. Usually, the chip leader at that point has 900,000 or a million or something. It was 

weird, but I ran good right of the start and had 1.1 million or 1.2 right off the start.”  

 

At the final table, it was more of the same from Palmer, picking up pot after pot. He coasted to 

heads-up play against Aaron Thomas heads-up. They started off even in chips, but Thomas took 

a big pot early when he flopped a straight and backed into a flush against Palmer’s top two pair.  

 

Palmer went from being even in chips to a five-to-one chip deficit in the blink of an eye, but 

Palmer didn’t let anything get to him and he continued to play his game. He was more annoyed 

with himself about the river call he made against Thomas than at the runout of the cards.  

 

“I mean, I try not to care either way because if you get too emotional or whatever,” said Palmer 

about his heads-up chip disadvantage. “But I got pissed off at myself because I called. I was 

tanking for however long I tanked and I was going to fold the whole time, and then I just kind of 

threw some chips in at the end.  



“I was mad at myself for that. I wasn’t mad at what had happened. I was just upset that I was 

going to fold and then, for whatever reason, I called.”  

 

Palmer slowly worked his way back into the lead and over the course of a several hour heads-up 

match. Eventually, all the chips got in preflop with Palmer’s ace-nine against Thomas’ pocket 

sixes. Palmer hit an ace on the flop to take the lead and eliminate Thomas in second and take 

home his first ring less than 30 minutes before the clock struck midnight and Palmer celebrated 

his birthday.  

 

“I’m too old,” said Palmer with a chuckle. “I don’t care about birthday’s anymore. I’m just going 

to go get something to eat and go to bed. I’m not even going to go out partying or anything.”  

 

The win was significant for more than just his first Circuit title. The win gives Palmer 50 points 

and puts him in the lead for the Casino Championship race with 72.5 points.  

 

“Oh, I’m in the lead?” asked Palmer when he found out. “I figured I was close, but I haven’t 

been paying attention. Obviously, I want to try and do well in the main [event] and get that 

[title.]”  

 

Palmer overtook Kindah Sakkal for the lead in the race and the winner of the title of Casino 

Champion earns an automatic entry into the Global Casino Championship.  

 

This was the sixth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Planet Hollywood. 

The $365 no-limit hold’em monster stack event attracted 339 players. The total prize pool came 

to $101,700 and the top 36 finishers were paid. 

 

Cards got in the air on Wednesday, August 31 at noon and the final 22 players bagged up around 

2:15 a.m. They came back on Tuesday to play down to a winner and reached the final table 

around 4:40 p.m. A winner was crowned around 11:30 p.m. The duration of the final table lasted 

about seven hours.  

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Planet Hollywood: 

 

EVENT #1: Hayden Aalvik defeated 556 players ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $35,026 

EVENT #2: Dale Beaudoin defeated 71 players ($580 NLH) for $12,071 

EVENT #3: Vincent Moscati defeated 83 players ($365 NLH) for $7,968 

EVENT #4: James Mink defeated 170 players ($365 NLH Six-Max) for $13,769 

EVENT #5: Sean Marshall defeated 100 players ($580 NLH) for $14,997 

EVENT #6: Ben Palmer defeated 339 players ($365 NLH Monster Stack) for $23,389 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during Planet Hollywood’s 12 combined 

gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the 

WSOP Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn 

points that apply toward the season-long race to claim one of the at-large Global Casino 

Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on 

the points system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp


For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 


