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MIKE CORDELL WINS GOLD BRACELET IN NO-LIMIT SIX-MAX 
 

Arkansas gambler collects $346,088 top prize in Event #10 
 
Winner dedicates victory to late mother, who passed away one week earlier 
 
2015 November Nine finalists Pierre Neuville winds up second 
 
Another big turnout for Six-Max – 1,477 entries 
 
  

MEET THE LATEST WSOP GOLD BRACELET CHAMPION 

Name:  Mike Cordell 
Birthplace:  Little Rock, AR (USA) 
Age:  46 
Current Residence:   Little Rock, AR (USA) 
Marital Status:  Single 
Children:  None 
Profession:  Poker Player and Gambler 
Number of WSOP Cashes:  5 
Number of WSOP Final Table Appearances:  1 
Number of WSOP Gold Bracelet Victories (with this tournament):  1 
Best Previous WSOP Finish:  40th (2016) 
Total WSOP Earnings:  $357,494 
Personal Facts:  Dedicated victory to his late mother, Elizabeth Cordell 

 
Quote of the Day: 
 
“I’ve been playing a long time.  This has always been the dream.  This is what we 
dream about when we start playing poker.” 
 



Mike Cordell (latest gold bracelet winner at the 2016 WSOP) 
 
Mike Cordell came into this year’s World Series of Poker with a heavy heart. 
 
Just one week before the annual Las Vegas poker series was to begin, his mother 
passed away.  Blind since her birth, Elizabeth Cordell was certainly used to overcoming 
challenges in a big way.  She was largely self-sufficient and lived life to the fullest, 
despite her disability.  However, that became increasingly difficult when her husband, 
Mike’s father, passed away in 2010.  She was left with no one to care for her. 
 
Cordell reconfigured his schedule and began to serve as her caretaker.  Dedicated for 
six years of his life to her needs, he took her to church regularly.  He spent time with her 
and made sure she got out in the world and stayed physically and mentally active. He 
ran errands.  He took her to the beauty shop weekly.  He wasn’t just a faithful son.  He 
was a friend and confidant. 
 
When Cordell lost his mother, he came to a decision.  From that moment forward, he 
was determined to make this WSOP one for the ages.  Sure, he’d been to the annual 
poker spectacle many times before dating back more than a decade.  He’d entered 
some 30 tournament events over the years, posting four previous cashes.  He played in 
the Main Event three times.   
 
That said, Cordell failed to make much of an impact in poker, at least not until the warm 
evening of June 10, 2016 when he bore down, reached into the depths of his soul, and 
managed to played the best poker of his life for three consecutive days.  His decisions 
turned out to be right more often than not.  Cards that might have been beat in previous 
tourneys held up this time.  Of course, the payoff of a WSOP victory turned out to be 
bittersweet.  He remains burdened with loss, yet can also take great satisfaction from 
having reached a personal and professional milestone. 
 
His mother, the late Elizabeth Cordell would have been proud. 
 
“She was always proud of anything I ever did,” Cordell said – finding words tough to 
come by just moments after his victory. 
 
The 46-year-old poker player from Little Rock, AR won the $1,500 buy-in Six-Handed 
No-Limit Hold’em tournament, which was played over three days and nights and just 
concluded on the ESPN main stage at the Rio in Las Vegas.   
 
The Arkansan collected $346,088 in prize money, making this the biggest win of his 
career.  This was also his first gold bracelet victory.  Cordell previously won a WSOP 
Circuit gold ring back in 2008 at Caesars Indiana – which was also a Six-Handed No-
Limit event. 
 
Cordell has spent much of his adult life in pool halls and underground cardrooms. 
 



“Sure, I played a lot of poker, and I played a lot of pool – I still play a lot of pool,” Cordell 
said.  “I’ve been a gambler my whole life.  It’s odd, because my parents weren’t into 
that.  I just fell into the gambling crowd, you know.” 
 
Cordell won his victory by outlasting yet another big field and conquering a final table 
which included some formidable opponents, including three strong European notables –  
Pierre Neuville (Belgium), Lutz Klinkhammer (Austria), and Javier Garcirreynaldos 
(Spain).   
 
Garcirreynaldos, from Madrid, started out as the chip leader, but ended up going out in 
fifth place.  After that happened, Cordell stepped forward and assumed control of the 
finale, although the crowd favorite Pierre Neuville, made things quite interesting.  
Neuville, who finished seventh in last year’s $10,000 buy-in WSOP Main Event 
Championship, hit a number of cards late in the tourney to extend play longer than 
might have been expected, postponing the poker celebration for Cordell, at least 
temporarily. 
 
“I struggled all day to bust Pierre, but couldn’t,” Cordell said.  “Even one hand when I 
had quads and he had a full house, I couldn’t get his whole stack.  He made a full house 
on the river and just flat called.  How did he not go broke on that hand?  He was sure 
tough.  I guess I must have a lot of tells, or something.” 
 
Neuville was low on chips during several stages of Day Three, but managed to survive 
long enough to double-up when three-handed, which catapulted the Belgian into the 
chip lead for a brief moment.  However, Cordell reclaimed the lead and by the time 
Robert Hankins was eliminated in third place, Cordell has accumulated nearly a 15 to 1 
chip advantage.  The final moment of triumph came when Cordell scooped the final pot 
of the tournament, hitting two pair -- kings and queens -- against Neuville, holding 
pocket fours, who finished as the runner up.  Second place paid out $213,837. 
 
“I had to win a race to do it, but I finally busted him,” Cordell said with a smile.  Then, in 
a more reflective moment, Cordell became quiet again and was reminded of the mixed 
blessing of this ultimately fulfilling victory and the dichotomy of such triumph 
experienced amidst a devastating personal loss. 
 
This tourney attracted 1,477 entrants, which created a prize pool totaling nearly $2 
million.  The top 222 finishers collected prize money. 
 
Here’s a short report on each of the finalists, aside from Cordell, the champion: 
 
Second Place:  Pierre Neuville, from Knokke-Heist, Belgium charmed the poker world 
at last year’s series.  The 73-year-old poker player who’s been playing like someone in 
his 20s over the past 12 months posted yet another impressive showing, by coming in 
second – his best WSOP finish to date.  Neuville added $213,088 to a resume that lists 
more than $1.9 million in earnings at the series. 
 



Third Place:  Robert Hankins, a poker pro from Nashville, TN enjoyed his best showing 
yet in a WSOP event, after busting up the Circuit for years, during which he posted 40 
cashes and four gold rings.  Hankins collected $148,885 in prize money for outlasting 
more than 1,400 opponents. 
 
Fourth Place:  Lutz Klinkhammer, from Vienna, Austria ended up as the fourth-place 

finisher.  This marked the first cash ever at the WSOP for the college student.  
Klinkhammer collected $105,063 in prize money. 
 
Fifth Place:  Javier Garcirreynaldos, from Madrid, Spain was the chip leader for a while, 

but ended up losing a race on his final hand.  The Spaniard collected $75,154 for three 
days of poker playing.  Garcirreynaldos also cashed in last year’s WSOP Main Event 
Championship. 
 
Sixth Place:  Timothy Cha, from Los Angeles, CA cashed for the first time in a WSOP 
event by finishing in sixth place.  On his final hand, he lost a race holding pocket 8s to 
A-Q, which made a straight.  Cha pocketed $54,507.   
 
 
OTHER NOTABLE IN-THE MONEY FINISHERS:   

 
Paul Hoefer, a gold bracelet winner who won the 2015 “Little One for One Drop,” 
finished in 11th place. 
 
Tom Cannuli, who finished sixth in last year’s WSOP Main Event Championship, 
cashed for the first time this year, finishing in 26th place. 
 
Jesse Sylvia, who finished second in the 2012 WSOP Main Event Championship, 
cashed for the second time this year, finishing in 39th place. 
 
Ted Lawson, a gold bracelet winner, finished in 72nd place. 
 
Other former gold bracelet winners who cashed beyond the top 100 included – Scott 
Montgomery, Tyler Patterson, Michael Mizrachi, Dan Kelly, J.P. Kelly, Blair Hinkle, Matt 
Jarvis, and David “the Dragon” Pham. 
 
Ari Engel, an eight-time WSOP Circuit gold ring winner, cashed in this event.  He’s one 
win behind the all-time Circuit leader, Alexandru Masek.  
 
 
FUN FACTS: 

Players ranged in age from 21 up to 78.  The average player age was 37. 

Players were 97 percent male and 3 percent female. 



There were 45 countries represented in the field.  The following countries supplied the 
most players – United States, Great Britain, Canada, Germany, and France. 

 

EVENT DIRECT LINKS: 

For this event’s official final results (listing all players who finished in-the-money), please 
visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?grid=1232&tid=14910 

For Mike Cordell’s official player profile page, please visit:  

http://www.wsop.com/players/playerprofile.asp?playerID=1609 

For the live reporting logs for this event, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/updates.asp?grid=1232&tid=149110 

To access licensed images from this all other 2016 WSOP gold bracelet events, please 

visit:  

www.pokerphotoarchive.com 

For the live stream archive of this event, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/videos/?vcat=2 

(Note: Will appear 48 hours after event concludes) 

 
 
Written by Nolan Dalla (WSOP Media Staff) 
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