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Duane Gerleman Wins His Third Gold Ring at Council 

Bluffs 

Duane Gerleman continues to dominate at Horseshoe Council Bluffs. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa (April 4, 2016) -- Duane Gerleman has just won the record breaking re-

entry event at Horseshoe Council Bluffs to earn his third career WSOP Circuit gold ring. Event 

#3 - $365 No-Limit Hold'em Re-Entry featured four starting flights and drew an impressive 743 

entries. It broke the record for being the largest poker tournament ever in Iowa in terms of 

number of entries. Gerleman has dominated at this property and it is only fitting that he now is 

the winner of the biggest event ever in the state. 

Gerleman is now a three-time gold ring winner and all three of his gold rings have come at 

Horseshoe Council Bluffs. Gerleman won his first ring in 2012 in a Limit Omaha 8 or Better 

tournament. His second gold ring came in 2015 in a $365 No-Limit Hold'em event and now he 

won his third gold ring in the re-entry event. He earned $44,577 for his first place finish and it is 

the largest WSOP score of his career. 

"Everyone says I run good here, and I do run good here," said Gerleman. "I think I just come 

here with enough confidence." 

This marked Gerleman's 34th career WSOP Circuit cash and half of those cashes have come at 

Council Bluffs. Of the 17 times he has cashed at Council Bluffs, he has reached the final table 11 

times. His Council Bluffs resume also boasts a Casino Championship title. Gerleman won the 

Casino Championship at this property last year when he cashed four times and won one gold 

ring. During the 2015 series he recorded a first, a second, a seventh and a 14th place finish. 

Another tournament Gerleman has excelled in is the Seniors Event in Las Vegas. The Seniors 

Event in Las Vegas draw huge fields and he has finished in the top 100 three times since 2008. 

He finished 23rd in 2008 out of 2,218 entries, 30th in 2010 out of 3,142 entries, and 92nd in 

2013 out of 4,407 entries. He intends to head to Vegas to play in the Seniors Event again this 

year. He also plans to play in Colossus II. 



After the summer in Vegas, Gerleman will most likely be heading to Cherokee, North Carolina 

to play in the 2016 Global Casino Championship. He earned 50 points for his victory in the re-

entry today and that pushes his season total to 142.5 points. That should be enough points to earn 

an at-large bid and if he can pick up a few more points this series he will definitely be in. His 

Casino Champion title earned him a spot there last year and this will be the second consecutive 

year Gerleman will be part of the prestigious tournament. Last year he failed to cash in the 

National Championship, but did say that he did well in some of the side events and walked away 

as a winner on the series. 

Gerleman is farmer and he lives in Iowa, but he lives all the way on the other side of the state in 

Ridgeway. Horseshoe Council Bluffs isn't geographically his home casino, but he has proven 

over the years that there is no poker room on earth he is more comfortable in. 

--------  

Event #3 was the third of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Horseshoe 

Council Bluffs series, but fourth to finish. The $365 No-Limit Hold'em Re-Entry tournament 

attracted 743 players generating a $222,900 prize pool. The top 81 players were paid.  

The tournament featured four starting flights, two on Friday and two on Saturday. All four 

starting flights played 14 levels on Day 1. Day 2 began Sunday at 2 p.m. with 101 players 

remaining. Day 2 played until level 28 before bagging. Day 3 started Monday at 2 p.m. with six 

players left. The tournament concluded at about 4 p.m. near the end of Level 29. 

 

Notes on the Event: 

 There were four starting tournaments and the tournament allowed unlimited re-entry 

 This was the largest tournament ever in Iowa in terms of number of entries 

 The final table featured three multi-gold ring winners. Gerleman (3 rings), Josh Reichard 

(4 rings), and Ryan Tepen (2 rings). 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Horseshoe Council Bluffs twelve 

combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 

into the WSOP Global Casino Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 

awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 

available on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Horseshoe Council Bluffs series: 

 

EVENT #1: Doug Hutcheson defeated 179 players ($365 NLHE) for $14,500 

EVENT #2: Mark Fink defeated 141 players ($365 NLHE Bounty) for $7,898 

EVENT #3: Duane Gerleman defeated 743 players ($365 NLHE Re-Entry) for $44,577 

EVENT #4: Tommy Hoard defeated 118 players ($365 NLHE 1-day) for $10,617 

 

 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp


With four tournaments wrapped up, eight more ring events remain at the Horseshoe Council 

Bluffs series. 

 

All rings at the Horseshoe Council Bluffs series are furnished by Jostens, the official ring 

supplier of the 2015-2016 WSOP Circuit season. 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 

http://www.jostens.com/
https://twitter.com/WSOP
http://www.wsop.com/

