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Daniel Weinman Wins WSOP Circuit Main Event at 
Harrah’s Cherokee 

27-year-old Atlanta pro collects $280,260 and his first gold ring. 
  
Cherokee, N.C. (December 7, 2015) – In April 2013, Daniel Weinman found himself heads up 
for the WSOPC Main Event title at Harrah’s Cherokee. He was denied by North Carolina native 
John Bowman, though, and was forced to settle for the runner-up consolation prize. Eighteen 
months later, Weinman has found his redemption in the same building. The pro from Atlanta is 
the newest WSOPC champion, conquering the Harrah’s Cherokee Main Event and claiming the 
ring that eluded him the last time around. 

“It’s pretty awesome,” Weinman said in the moments after his big win. “I was in the same spot 
two years ago the first time they held this event here. I had the chip lead for a long time at that 
final table and couldn’t really close it out.” 

As was the case the last time, Weinman was the chip leader and the most experienced player at 
the final table this time around, and he was in and out of the top spot on the leaderboard all day 
long. He was responsible for the first two eliminations of the final table, first with pocket aces 
against Hamid Izadi’s pocket nines, then ace-ten against Virgil Beddingfield’s ace-five. 

From there, Weinman was able to coast his way into three-handed play, and he was only at risk 
for his tournament life on one occasion. At that point, Kelly Joe Andrews was the one in control 
of more than half the chips in play, but over the course of two orbits, Weinman took his whole 
stack. First, Weinman three-bet shoved with pocket threes against Andrews’ king-jack, fading his 
opponent’s straight and flush draws to double up and turn the tides. One orbit later, he found the 
same pocket threes against Andrews’ ace-queen, and once again, Weinman’s small pair held up. 

That knockout gave Weinman a big lead entering heads-up play against Edward LeBlanc, and the 
duel lasted just a few short hands. On the last one, LeBlanc ran his queen-deuce into ace-deuce, 
and five cards later, Weinman was posing for the winner’s photos with his new piece of jewelry. 
He continued to reflect on the win as he did so, admitting that he felt the pressure. 



“I was actually really nervous. I haven’t been deep in a big tournament in a long time and I 
played 40 tournaments at the series this summer… Something about the final day of the 
tournament — the pressure is real. I didn’t sleep well, I couldn’t eat this morning, and I still 
haven’t eaten all day. This is fun; I forgot how fun it is making a final table.” 

Winning a tournament is even more fun than making the final table, and once the photos and 
interviews were complete, the champ was finally able to take a deep breath and soak in the win.  

“It feels pretty cool to win something this big,” he said. 

For his victory in the Main Event, Weinman earned the top prize of $280,260, the gold ring, and 
an entry into the 2016 Global Casino Championship. 

 
------------------ 

The Main Event was the tenth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah’s 
Cherokee. The $1,675 no-limit hold’em event attracted a field of 1,010 entries, a record for this 
venue and an increase of more than 25% over last season’s turnout. The total prize pool came to 
$1,515,000 and the top 108 players were paid. 

The tournament featured two starting flights beginning Friday, December 4 and Saturday, 
December 5 at 11 a.m. Flight A drew 393 entries and advanced 68 while Flight B drew 617 and 
advanced 135. Both starting flights logged 15 levels of play. 

Day 2 restarted Sunday at 12 p.m. with 208 players remaining. The money bubble burst during 
Level 19, and play wrapped with 20 players remaining at the end of Level 25. 

Day 3 restarted Monday at 12 p.m., and the tournament concluded during Level 35, at about 
10:30 p.m. 

Final table seating assignments: 

Seat 1: Virgil Beddingfield 
Seat 2: Kelly Joe Andrews 
Seat 3: Dan Weinman 
Seat 4: Fikret Kovac 
Seat 5: David Hines 
Seat 6: Bruce Webb 
Seat 7: Edward LeBlanc 
Seat 8: Hamid Izadi 
Seat 9: Jerry Monroe 



About the final table: 

1st: Daniel Weinman - $280,260 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA  
WSOP earnings: $218,845 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $291,344 

2nd: Edward LeBlanc - $173,286 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $17,675 (1 ring) 

3rd: Kelly Joe Andrews - $128,775 
Hometown: Florence, SC  
WSOP earnings: $3,635 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $25,841 

4th: Fikret Kovac - $96,809 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $18,148  

5th: Jerry Monroe - $73,614 
Hometown: Columbus, GA  
WSOP earnings: $5,101 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $248,524 (2 rings) 

6th: David Hines - $56,631 
Hometown: Cullman, AL  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $0 

7th: Bruce Webb - $44,071 
Hometown: Oak Ridge, NC  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $52,038 

8th: Virgil Beddingfield - $34,694 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA  
WSOP earnings: $111,056 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $5,810 

9th: Hamid Izadi - $27,634 
Hometown: Marietta, GA  
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $15,232 



Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Cherokee: 

EVENT #1: Cody Pack defeated 2,712 players ($365 NLHE Re-Entry) for $117,991 
EVENT #2: Stuart Moody defeated 396 players ($365 NLHE Turbo) for $26,135 
EVENT #3: Roongsak Griffeth defeated 358 players ($580 NLHE) for $41,169 
EVENT #4: Mike Kaczmarek defeated 427 players ($365 NLHE 6-max) for $29,462 
EVENT #5: Brian McDaniel defeated 212 players ($365 PLO) for $15,900 
EVENT #6: Andrew Robinson defeated 380 players ($365 NLHE) for $25,078 
EVENT #7: Derek Updegraff defeated 941 players ($365 NLHE) for $53,641 
EVENT #8: Clayton Jiang defeated 319 players ($580 NLHE) for $37,486 
EVENT #9: James McAuley defeated 368 players ($365 NLHE) for $24,286 
EVENT #10: Daniel Weinman defeated 1,010 players ($1,675 NLHE) for $280,260 
EVENT #11: Sean Small defeated 381 players ($365 NLHE) for $25,143 
EVENT #12: Michael Schneider defeated 248 player ($365 NLHE) for $18,229 

Michael Schneider of Covington, GA finished as the Casino Champion for the Harrah’s 
Cherokee series with two final table appearances and one victory. Schneider earned 87.5 points 
to claim the title and earn his seat in the Global Casino Championship. Here are his results from 
the 12-event race at Harrah’s Cherokee: 

- Event #2: $365 NLHE Turbo: 2nd place - $16,151  
- Event #12: $365 NLHE: 1st place - $18,229 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 

All rings at Harrah’s Cherokee are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 
2015-2016 WSOP Circuit season. 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 

For additional information, please contact Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at 
ijhanson13@gmail.com.

http://wsop.com
http://www.jostens.com
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/
mailto:ijhanson13@gmail.com

