
 

2015/2016 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Season 12 

Harrah’s Cherokee 

Cherokee, N.C. 

Event #8 

No-Limit Hold’em 

Buy-In: $500 (+$80) 

Total Entries: 319 

Prize Pool: $159,500 

December 3-4, 2015 

 

Clayton Jiang Goes Two for Two 

Clayton Jiang wins his second career gold ring in just his second gold ring event ever 

played. 

Cherokee, N.C. (December 4, 2015) -- Clayton Jiang has just made it two for two. The 21-year-

old Vanderbilt student has competed in two WSOP Circuit events in his lifetime and amazingly 

he has won them both. Jiang has just taken down Event #8 - $580 No-Limit Hold'em for $37,486 

and his second career WSOP Circuit gold ring. 

Earlier this October Jiang headed to Southern Indiana to play in his first ever WSOP Circuit 

event. He picked Event #4 - $365 No-Limit Hold'em to play. The tournament drew 105 entries 

and he took it down to win his first WSOP Circuit gold ring and $9,450. That was the only 

tournament of the series that he played in. 

Now he has come to Cherokee, N.C. to play. The first tournament of the series he decided to play 

in and second gold ring event of his life was Event #8 - $580 No-Limit Hold'em. Not only did 

the tournament have a bigger buy-in than the one he played in S. Indiana, but it also had 319 

entries, which was a field of more than three times the size. Just like his first Circuit experience 

he won again. 

Both times Jiang won he beat two-time gold ring winners heads up. In his win in S. Indiana he 

beat Bryan Dillon heads up. Dillon won both of his gold rings at S. Indiana, one in 2011 and one 

in 2013. This time Jiang beat two-time gold ring winner, Tripp Kirk, heads up.. Kirk's last gold 

ring came in 2012 when he won the Harrah's St. Louis Main Event for $190,961. 

The young poker player has shown the poise of a WSOP veteran at the table, especially during 

heads-up play. Going into heads-up play Jiang knew he had a long road ahead of him if he 

wanted to come away with the victory. Jiang entered heads up play against Kirk as a three to one 

dog and knew Kirk was one of the top players on the Circuit. He didn't panic or abandon his 

game plan. He stayed calm and just did what he knew how to do. 

Jiang told himself going into heads up play, "I am just going to have some fun and try to do my 

best." He wasn't intimidated, but he knew he was the underdog. 



Jiang found some good luck during heads up play when he doubled up after hitting a straight on 

the turn against Kirk's top pair. That hand brought the two players close to even. Shortly after, 

Jiang eliminated Kirk after flopping trip jacks against Kirk's pocket aces. Kirk was obviously 

disappointed with the outcome, but congratulated Jiang on his victory and complimented his 

play. Both players showed a lot of respect toward one another and each other’s game. The two 

players are planning to meet up for dinner eventually to pick each other’s brains on the game. 

Jiang is unsure if the Main Event is in his plans or not. He is one week away from graduation and 

school is keeping him pretty busy. If he decides to play can he make it three for three? Only time 

will tell. 

After graduation Jiang plans to move to Vegas to play poker full-time until the end of the 2016 

World Series of Poker, and then he plans to move on to other stuff. 

--------  

Event #8 was the eighth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah's 

Cherokee. The $580 No-Limit Hold'em tournament attracted 319 players generating a $159,500 

prize pool. The top 33 players were paid.  

Day 1 began Thursday at 11 a.m. and lasted 21 levels. Day 2 began Friday at 2 p.m. with 13 

players remaining. The tournament concluded at about 8:15 p.m. Thursday. 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Harrah’s Cherokee twelve 

combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 

into the WSOP Global Casino Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 

awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 

available on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Cherokee: 

 

EVENT #1: Cody Pack defeated 2,712 players ($365 NLHE Re-Entry) for $117,991 

EVENT #2: Stuart Moody defeated 396 players ($365 NLHE Turbo) for $26,135 

EVENT #3: Roongsak Griffeth defeated 358 players ($580 NLHE) for $41,169 

EVENT #4: Mike Kaczmarek defeated 427 players ($365 NLHE 6-max) for $29,462 

EVENT #5: Brian McDaniel defeated 212 players ($365 PLO) for $15,900 

EVENT #6: Andrew Robinson defeated 380 players ($365 NLHE) for $25,078 

EVENT #7: Derek Updegraff defeated 941 players ($365 NLHE) for $53,641 

EVENT #8: Clayton Jiang defeated 319 players ($580 NLHE) for $37,486 

 

With the first eight tournaments wrapped up, only four more ring events remain at the Harrah’s 

Cherokee series. 

 

All rings at Harrah’s Cherokee are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 2015-

2016 WSOP Circuit season. 

 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp
http://www.jostens.com/


For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 

https://twitter.com/WSOP
http://www.wsop.com/

