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Derek Updegraff Wins the Monster Stack for $53,641  

Derek Updegraff defeats six-time gold ring winner, Cory Waaland, heads up to win his first 

gold ring.  

Cherokee, N.C. (December 4, 2015) -- Derek Updegraff has just earned his first WSOP Circuit 

gold ring by winning the monster stack event at Harrah's Cherokee. The tournament ended up 

drawing a huge crowd. The final tally on number of entries came to 941, which makes it the 

largest single-entry WSOP Circuit event of the season. 

Updegraff had a strong Day 1 and finished in third of 61 players. He maintained his momentum 

through the first parts of Day 2 and made it to the unofficial final table of 10 players as the chip 

leader. Although he would end up losing his chip lead at the final table, he would never fall 

anywhere near the bottom of the counts. He went on to face six-time gold ring winner, Cory 

Waaland, in a brief heads up battle. Updegraff started heads up play with a 3:1 chip lead, and 

although Waaland has been in this position many times before, Updegraff felt he had an 

experience edge over Waaland. Updegraff said that he has played a lot of heads up poker online 

and that he felt pretty comfortable playing heads up for the ring. 

"It's a little bit of vindication. Poker, especially tournament poker, can be pretty brutal. It can be 

very heartbreaking, so winning anything meaningful is pretty vindicating," said Updegraff. "The 

money will come and go, but [the ring] I will have forever." 

As expected Waaland was pretty disappointed on coming so close to a seventh career gold ring 

and missing out. His 2015/2016 WSOP Circuit campaign has been amazing so far. He has 

already picked up two gold rings and this would have been his third gold ring in the past four 

stops on the Circuit. Waaland said that coming so close to ring number seven and missing out 

has just made him hungrier for another win. Waaland currently sits tied for fourth on the all-time 

gold rings list with Valentin Vornicu. 

This is only Updegraff's fourth WSOP cash, but Updegraff is a much more experienced player 

than that shows. He now has 14 cashes in a variety of tournaments since the beginning of 2014, 

including a previous victory in 2015. This September Updegraff won a $300 WPT event at the 

Borgata in Atlantic City for over $40,000. 



Updegraff, now 26, has been playing poker since a teenager. He has been playing live events 

since the age of 18 in Florida and other events around the country since the age of 21. Updegraff 

has said that he has played an incredible amount of hands online. 

"I feel like that if you are going to be a successful poker player you need to show up and play 

whatever the best game is," said Updegraff.  

Updegraff plans to stay for the remainder of the weekend to play in the series' Main Event.   

"It's great out here in Cherokee," said Updegraff. "This is definitely one of the best stops on the 

Circuit every year and you can tell by the turnout." 

--------  

Event #7 was the seventh of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah's 

Cherokee. The $365 No-Limit Hold'em Monster Stack tournament attracted 941 players 

generating a $282,300 prize pool. The top 99 players were paid.  

Day 1 began Wednesday at 11 a.m. and lasted 21 levels. Day 2 began Thursday at 2 p.m. with 61 

players remaining. The tournament concluded at about 2:45 a.m. Thursday midway through 

Level 34. 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Harrah’s Cherokee twelve 

combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 

into the WSOP Global Casino Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 

awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 

available on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Cherokee: 

 

EVENT #1: Cody Pack defeated 2,712 players ($365 NLHE Re-Entry) for $117,991 

EVENT #2: Stuart Moody defeated 396 players ($365 NLHE Turbo) for $26,135 

EVENT #3: Roongsak Griffeth defeated 358 players ($580 NLHE) for $41,169 

EVENT #4: Mike Kaczmarek defeated 427 players ($365 NLHE 6-max) for $29,462 

EVENT #5: Brian McDaniel defeated 212 players ($365 PLO) for $15,900 

EVENT #6: Andrew Robinson defeated 380 players ($365 NLHE) for $25,078 

EVENT #7: Derek Updegraff defeated 941 players ($365 NLHE) for $53,641 

 

With the first seven tournaments wrapped up, only five more ring events remain at the Harrah’s 

Cherokee series. 

 

All rings at Harrah’s Cherokee are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 2015-

2016 WSOP Circuit season. 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp
http://www.jostens.com/
https://twitter.com/WSOP
http://www.wsop.com/


For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 


