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EVENT #34:  $1,500 buy-on Split Format 

ENTRIES:  873 

PRIZE POOL:  $1,178,550 

FIRST PLACE PRIZE:  $250,483 

PLACES PAID:  92 

 
 
72-Year-Old Andre Boyer Wins His Second WSOP Gold Bracelet Ten Years after 
First Victory 
 
Montreal’s Andre Boyer Tops Parisian Erwann Pecheux in Poker’s Remake of “The 
French Connection” 
 
Montreal, Quebec Retiree Pockets $250,483 in Split Format Competition 
 
 
 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP GOLD BRACELET CHAMPION 

Name:  Andre Boyer 
Birthplace:  Montreal, Quebec (Canada) 
Age:  72 
Current Residence:  Montreal, Quebec (Canada) 
Marital Status:  Married 
Children:  3 
Profession:  Retired Businessman 
Number of WSOP Cashes:  29 



Number of WSOP Final Table Appearances:  9 
Number of WSOP Gold Bracelet Victories:  2 
Best Previous WSOP Finish:  1st (2005) 
Total WSOP Earnings:  $1,269,364 
Personal Facts:  Boyer’s first WSOP cash was back in 1996 

[Note:  All statistics above include the results of this tournament] 

 

Andre Boyer is the latest gold bracelet winner at the 2015 World Series of Poker. 

The 72-year-old retiree from Montreal, Quebec (Canada) won his second career gold 

bracelet and the first in ten years with an enthusiastic victory on a Friday night at the Rio 

in Las Vegas. 

Boyer won the $1,500 buy-on Split Format title, which is the 34th official event on the 

WSOP schedule.  He topped a field of 873 players.  Out of the $1,178,550 prize pool, 

Boyer’s share for first place came to $250,483.  There were 92 places paid in this 

tournament. 

Boyer’s victory this time around was far sweeter than the first.  He remembered the 

occasion of his first career victory, which largely fell on deaf ears.  Just prior to the start 

of the 2005 Main Event Championship, Boyer won the last preliminary event which 

ended at about 3 am.  By the time his victory was reported, the biggest poker event of 

the year was underway.  Few people noticed. 

“The 2005 win was very strange.  My wife was with me and she was the only other 

person in the room when I won,” Boyer recalled.  “All that was there was the other 

player, and the dealer.  It didn’t feel like much of a victory.” 

Nonetheless, Boyer’s enthusiasm for the game remained undiminished.  After his 

victory, he returned to his native Quebec and became one of the game’s most active 

ambassadors.  He founded a Quebec Poker Players League and helped to organize 

events.  Some of the disciples of the clubs and activities which Boyer helped to develop 

included 2010 world poker champion, Jonathan Duhamel, among others. 

This marked the second year this novelty tournament has been offered at the WSOP.  

The Split Format means players are tested in four different table configurations.  Over 

the course of four days, survivors must compete against different table lineups, ranging 

from 2 to 9 players.   

Day One included 9-handed play.  Survivors that reached Day Two played 6-handed.  

Those who progressed to Day Three played 2-handed matches, otherwise known as 

heads-up.  Then, the final eight player returned for Day Four and the final table, which 

was played 8-handed.  The objective is to test players among different formats, 

requiring the participants to adapt to a wide variety of game conditions.   



“This format is totally different.  You need skill to win.  You can’t just win a big pot on 

Day Two and coast to the final table.  You are constantly tested,” Boyer said.  “You 

have to consistently player well.” 

Boyer certainly played well, and then some.  He topped some very tough players, and 

virtually an entire field that was younger, with some opponents young enough to be his 

grandchildren. 

“I really think being older can be an advantage,” Boyer said when asked about playing 

versus mostly younger players.  “They look at me and think I’m a tourist.  That’s okay 

with me.  I try to turn that to my advantage. 

Boyer did turn disadvantages into advantages throughout this three-day event.  It’s 

been his mantra since he first started playing poker decades ago.   

“Everything changes over the years,” Boyer said when asked about differences in poker 

now versus when he first arrived on the scene.  “Every profession does things differently 

and if you don’t adapt, you don’t survive.  Poker is like that.  Players that adapt to 

changes, whether in the way poker has changed or how this tournament was played at 

different stages – those are the survivors. 

One of the most memorable oddities from this finale was the unusual mix of 

international players who made it to the final table.  Amazingly, players from eight 

different nations constituted the final eight seats -- including Belgium, Canada, 

Denmark, France, Ireland, Israel, Philippines, and then United States. 

However, French was the major language spoken by the time the heads-up showdown 

took place between Boyer, from Montreal and another player -- Erwann Pecheux, from 

Paris, France. 

The duo made for an exciting finale as a large crowd of French and Quebec natives 

jammed the gallery, rooting throughout Day Three or both players to play face-to-face.  

They eventually got their wish. 

Erwann Pecheaux finished as the runner up, enjoying his best payout ever at the series.  

The Parisian collected a nice consolation prize amounting to $156,098. 

As for Boyer, he’s one of Canada’s most devoted WSOP participants.  His legacy at the 

series dates back to 1996.  Boyer has quite a poker resume, especially considering he’s 

been mostly a part-time player for many years since retiring from his own business.   

Aside from his gold bracelet win, Boyer’s claim to fame was a final table appearance in 

the 1996 Main Event Championship won by Huck Seed.  Boyer’s WSOP record now 

shows 29 cashes, 8 final table appearances, and 2 wins.  He’s also raked in nearly $1.3 

million.  Not bad for a poker player now in his 70s, and still playing with the world’s best. 



Even though Boyer’s first victory didn’t have many witnesses, this one certainly did.  Not 

only were the French (and Canadians) out in full force chanting throughout the finale, a 

worldwide viewing audience turned in via live stream to watch the finale on WSOP.com. 

“For me, having the crowd here and getting so excited really made this one better,” 

Boyer said. 

Following Boyer’s finish in the top spot, the descending order of results was as follows: 

 
 
Second Place:   This runner-up finish was heartbreaking to Pecheux, who has a 

number of second-place finishes and close calls in major events, including the World 
Poker Tour.  He had the chip lead at one point by about a 2 to 1 margin versus Boyer, 
but then lost two big hands which cost him the elusive victory.  Pecheux now has 12 
WSOP cashes, two final table appearances, and three deep runs at this year’s series.  
The Poker player from Paris collected his highest Las Vegas payout ever, at $156,098. 
 
 
Third Place:  Andrew Gaw, from the Manila, The Philippines ended up in 3rd place, 

which was one of the highest finishes ever by a player from that country.  Gaw final 
tabled and event at the WSOP Asia-Pacific championship in Australia two years ago, 
finishing sixth.  Hence, this was his best WSOP showing, which paid out $109,015.   
 
 
Fourth Place:  Chris Bolek took 4th place.  He’s amn Ecuadorean-born poker player 

now residing in Boca Raton, FL.  Bolek cashed for the third time as this year’s series 
and 16th overall for his career.  He won a WSOP Circuit gold ring two years ago at West 
Palm Beach.  Collecting $76,605 for this fine effort, this was the biggest cash prize yet 
of his career. 
 
 
Fifth Place:  Gavin O’Rourke, from Portlaoise, Ireland came in 5th place.  He’s a 31-
year-old poker pro who used to be a train driver before taking up the game full time.  
O’Rourke had previously won WCOOP and SCOOP events played online.  This marked 
his third time to cash at the series, which paid $55,981. 
 
 
Sixth Place:  Jonas Christensen was the 6th-place finisher.  This was his second cash 
this year, which paid $41,249.  Christensen, from Holbaek, Denmark is a 22-year-old 
poker pro who says he learned the game by watching Jason Sommerville’s strategy 
show on Twitch. 
 
 
Seventh Place:  Idan Raviv came in 7th.  He hoped to become the first Israeli poker 
player ever to win two gold bracelets in a single year.  Raviv, from Tel Aviv, won the 
$1,500 buy-in Six-Handed NLHE title, two weeks earlier.  This time, he didn’t rise as 



high, but still ended up making his second final table of the summer.  This cash was 
worth $30,053, which moves him close to $500,000 in earnings at the 2015 WSOP.  
 
 
Eighth Place:  Isaac Kawa rounded out the final table as the 8th-place finisher.  This 
was the first-ever WSOP cash for the player from Brussels, Belgium.  This debut final 
table was worth a $21,096 payout. 
 

 

OTHER IN-THE-MONEY FINISHERS: 

Aside from the final table finishers, other gold bracelet winning players and notables 
who cashed included – Alex Kravcheno (59th), poker author and historian Jim McManus 
(57th), John Reading (54th), and Jordan Smith (46th). 

 

 

EVENT DIRECT LINKS: 

For this event’s results, visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?grid=1136&tid=14234 

For Andre Boyer’s official player profile page, visit:  

http://www.wsop.com/players/playerprofile.asp?playerID=2755 

For the Live Reporting Log for this event, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/updates.asp?grid=1136&tid=14234 

For photos from this event, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/photos.asp?grid=1136&tid=14234 

For official winner photo, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/14234-winner-photo.jpg 

For the live stream archive of this event, please visit: 

http://www.wsop.com/videos/?vcat=34 

http://www.wsop.com/players/playerprofile.asp?playerID=2755
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/14234-winner-photo.jpg


(Note: Will appear 48 hours after event concludes) 

 
 
Written by Nolan Dalla (WSOP Media Staff) 
 


