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Duane Gerleman Earns Second Career Ring, Takes Council 
Bluffs Casino Championship 
 
Ridgeway, Iowa farmer cards 1st-, 2nd-, 7th- and 14th-place finishes at Horseshoe Casino 
in Council Bluffs, takes Casino Champion honors handily. 
 
Gerleman earns second career gold ring in $365 no-limit hold’em tournament, pockets 
$8,545. 
 
Council Bluffs, Iowa (April 19, 2015) — Duane Gerleman of Ridgeway, Iowa earned the 
second ring of his World Series of Poker Circuit career Sunday night in Event 11. The victory, 
which came in a $365 no-limit hold’em tournament at the Horseshoe Casino in Council Bluffs, 
was good for $8,545 along with 50 points toward the Casino Championship – a title he won with 
ease. 
 
The Event 11 win marked Gerleman’s fourth cash of the Council Bluffs series. He preceded it 
with 2nd-, 7th- and 14th-place finishes in preliminary events brining his series points total to 
112.5 and comfortably punching his ticket to the National Championship. 
 
“When I cam here I had 110 points and I knew I needed more [to qualify for the tournament],” 
Gerleman said. “Before [Event 11] I knew I had plenty of points – I had 170 or whatever – so I 
knew I was locked in. It didn’t matter a whole lot whether I won the Casino Championship or 
not, but I wasn’t going to leave any money on the table [tonight] either.” 
 
Gerleman bagged Day 1 as the chip leader with 12 players remaining and just the top nine 
finishing in the money. He stood pat throughout the event, watching calmly as current points 
leader John Reading finished 9th, Paul Ewen 6th and Jon Gibbs 3rd. Finally, he finished off 
David Finney to head to the season-ending event in style as a two-time gold ring winner. 
 
The Casino Championship title awards Gerleman a berth in the National Championship set to 
take place at Harrah’s Casino in Cherokee, N.C. July 29-31. There, he’ll compete alongside the 
Council Bluffs Main Event champion, 98 other Circuit qualifiers and up to 100 WSOP $10,000 
qualifiers for his share of an up-to $2,000,000 prize pool and a gold bracelet. 
 
Gerleman is a 59-year-old farmer from Ridgeway, Iowa. He says his profession lends itself to 
traveling the Circuit because his short bursts of intense work are complemented by months of 



downtime. Additionally, he went out of his way to tip his cap to his wife, who not only supports 
his poker playing, but encourages his two-week road trips to pursue his number one hobby. 
 
Event 11 was the 11th of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe 
Council Bluffs. The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 89 players. The total prize pool came 
to $26,700 and the top 12 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Saturday, April 18 at 5 p.m. and Day 1 wrapped following Level 15 
(~1:45 a.m.). Day 2 resumed Sunday at 2 p.m. with 12 players remaining. Action concluded 
toward the beginning of Level 23 (~7:45 p.m.). 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Horseshoe Council Bluffs: 
 
EVENT #1: David Hengen defeated 150 players ($365 NLH) for $12,596 
EVENT #2: Norman Michalek defeated 160 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $12,958 
EVENT #3: Kevin McLaughlin defeated 453 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $29,223 
EVENT #4: Chris Bibb defeated 122 players ($365 NLH) for $10,249 
EVENT #5: Jared Mohnen defeated 124 players ($365 NLH) for $10,414 
EVENT #6: John Reading defeated 117 players ($365 O8) for $10,531 
EVENT #7: Mark Evans defeated 149 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $12,737 
EVENT #8: Dan Lowery defeated 129 players ($365 NLH) for $10,838 
EVENT #9: Brandon Fish defeated 122 players ($580 NLH) for $17,078 
EVENT #10 (The Main Event): Michelle Chin defeated 235 entries ($1,675 NLH) for $88,126 
EVENT #11: Duane Gerleman defeated 89 players ($365 NLH) for $8,545 
EVENT #12: Yashveen Mudireddy defeated 109 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $9,810 
 
Duane Gerleman of Ridgeway, Iowa earned Casino Champion honors of the series following 1st-
, 2nd-, 7th- and 14th-place finishes. In all, Gerleman earned 112.5 points toward the 12-
tournament race besting second place John Reading by 17.5. The performance punches 
Gerleman’s ticket to the 2015 National Championship where he’ll compete alongside the 
Horseshoe Council Bluffs Main Event champion, Michelle Chin, for a piece of an up-to 
$2,000,000 prize pool and a gold bracelet. 
 
All players who cashed in ring events earned points that apply toward the season-long race to 
claim one of 56 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout 
the season. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 
 


