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Paul Mattioda Completes the Trifecta 
 
Three friends, pros and travel buddies record gold ring victories at Horseshoe Tunica.  
 
Mattioda breaks through in series’ final event to earn $12,265. 
 
Tunica, Miss. (February 2, 2015) — Paul Mattioda became the third member in a trio of 
traveling pros to win a gold ring at the Horseshoe Casino’s World Series of Poker Circuit series 
Monday night. Mattioda watched from the rail as his friend Scott Stewart became a two-time 
ring winner in the series-opening event and was a spectator again when Daniel Gilmer broke 
through for his third victory in Event 3. In-between those tournaments, Mattioda finished runner 
up in Event 2 and was prepared to make the journey home to Knoxville, Tenn. with a large 
monkey on his back. 
 
“The runner-up, it crushed my soul kind of,” Mattioda admitted. “It was all about the ring this 
time.” 
 
Mattioda got his moment in the spotlight and shed that monkey off his back Monday evening 
besting 146 players in the 12th and final event of the Tunica series – a $365 no-limit hold’em 
tournament. In addition to capturing an elusive gold ring, Mattioda pocketed $12,265, but more 
importantly, took away any bragging rights Stewart and Gilmer held over him.  
 
“This is incredible. This is unheard of, right? I haven’t seen this in a while. Or, probably ever,” 
Mattioda said of the run he and his friends had over the past two weeks. “We’re going to Beale 
Street – 100 percent – and we’re going to party way too hard, of course.” 
 
In addition to the three gold rings won by the trio, they walked with combined winnings of more 
than $80,000 over the course of eight cashes. The icing on the cake comes in the form of 
Stewart’s Casino Championship title. He followed up first- and sixth-place finishes in 
preliminary events with an 18th-place finish in the Main Event to earn 92.5 points. Impressively, 
he edged out Mattioda only by the money-earned tiebreaker. 
 
Mattioda is 28 years old and resides in Knoxville, Tenn. He admits he’s primarily a cash game 
player but enjoys traveling to the Southern tournament series whenever he can. His Event 12 
victory marks his 19th WSOP-related cash and moves him over $100,000 in career earnings. 
 



Event 12 was the last of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe Tunica. 
The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 146 players. The total prize pool came to $43,800 and 
the top 15 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Sunday, February 1 at 3 p.m. and Day 1 lasted 18 levels. Day 2 resumed 
Monday at 1 p.m. with 10 players remaining and play narrowed to the nine-handed final table 
table by 2:30 p.m. Play concluded at 5 p.m. making the total duration of the finale two and a half 
hours. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Horseshoe Tunica: 
 
EVENT #1: Scott Stewart defeated 338 players ($365 NLH) for $23,326 
EVENT #2: Chico Pho defeated 130 players ($365 PLO) for $10,919 
EVENT #3: Daniel Gilmer defeated 393 players ($365 NLH) for $25,942 
EVENT #4: Derek Schroeder defeated 1,370 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $70,898 
EVENT #5: Jeffrey Nordstrom defeated 266 players ($365 NLH) for $19,547 
EVENT #6: Gregory Lamson defeated 281 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $21,916 
EVENT #7: Dave Moersdorf defeated 276 players ($365 NLH) for $19,875 
EVENT #8: David Delaney defeated 254 players ($365 NLH) for $18,667 
EVENT #9: Tim Cullen defeated 228 players ($580 NLH) for $28,502 
EVENT #10 The Main Event: Johnny Landreth defeated 457 entries ($1,675 NLH) for $147,388 
EVENT #11: Dale Jones defeated 125 players ($365 One-Day NLH) for $10,500 
EVENT #12: Paul Mattioda defeated 146 players ($365 NLH) for $12,265 
 
Scott Stewart earned Casino Champion honors following up first and sixth-place finishes in 
preliminary events with an 18th-place finish in the Main Event. In all, Stewart carded 92.5 points 
and narrowly edged his out friend and travelmate Paul Mattioda via the money-earned tie 
breaker. Stewart is set to join the Horseshoe Tunica Main Event champion, Johnny Landreth, at a 
yet-to-be determined location for the National Championship. There, they’ll compete for an up-
to $2,000,000 prize pool and a gold bracelet. 
 
All players who cashed in ring events received points that apply toward the Casino 
Championship race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National 
Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on 
the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 
 


