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Jeffrey Nordstrom Battles Back in Event 5 
 
Michigan amateur pockets $19,547, deals two-time ring winner Mark Fink his third 
runner-up finish of the season. 
 
Tunica, Miss. (January 26, 2015) — Jeffrey Nordstrom earned his first gold ring Monday 
evening at Horseshoe Casino in Tunica, Miss. The victory, which came in Event 5 ($365 no-limit 
hold’em), earned the Michigan-based golf professional $19,547 as well as 50 points toward the 
Casino Championship and a World Series of Poker Circuit gold ring. 
 
“It’s fantastic,” Nordstrom said of his win. “It’s only the third event I’ve played in, so I’m kind 
of surprised I did this well. I had a good run. I loved it.” 
 
As a golf professional in the Midwest, Nordstrom gets his winters off and, in his own words, 
uses the free time to play some poker. He and his wife spend two months each year in Hot 
Springs, Ark. located a few hours west of the Horseshoe. Given its close proximity, a yearly trip 
to Tunica for a WSOP event has become a tradition Nordstrom and his friends have done each of 
the last three years. 
 
The previous two trips came up blanks, but the third time was a charm for Nordstrom. As his 
friends watched from the rail, he overcame a sizable chip lead held by two-time ring winner 
Mark Fink. Fink owned roughly 2,000,000 of the 2,660,000 chips in play heads up and was 
determined not to card his third runner-up finish of the season. On a six-high, two-diamond flop, 
Nordstrom moved all in for about 700,000 and Fink went into the think tank. 
 
“You’ve got to be drawing,” Fink said just before he called and tabled ace-six for top pair. 
 
Nordstrom shrugged and tabled [Qd][9d] for a flush draw with two overs. Nordstrom was at risk 
while Fink was two cards away from his third career ring and his second of the 2014/2015 
season. The turn quickly improved Nordstrom when it fell the [9c] giving him a better pair. The 
river bricked and suddenly Nordstrom claimed the chip lead that once belonged to Fink. The 
tournament ended a few hands later. 
 
“He was so good,” Nordstrom said of Fink. “I knew to beat him I was going to have to flop 
something good. I wasn’t going to be able to buy any pots off him. He knew where I was just 
about every hand.” 
 



The runner-up finish marked Fink’s third of the year and his 32nd career Circuit cash. He is a 
two-time ring winner from Sioux Falls, S.D. 
 
At the end of the day, the Event 5 headline belonged to Nordstrom of Clio, Mich. The victory 
marked the first WSOP-related cash for the 44-year-old golf professional. 
 
“It’s going to prompt me to play some more tournaments,” Nordstrom said of his trophy. “You 
see the list of people that have won them. It’s an honor. It really is.”  
 
Event 5 was the fifth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe Tunica. 
The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 266 players. The total prize pool came to $79,800 and 
the top 27 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Sunday, January 25 at 3 p.m. and Day 1 wrapped following Level 18. Day 
2 began Monday at 2 p.m. with 15 players remaining. Action concluded about five hours later. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Horseshoe: 
 
EVENT #1: Scott Stewart defeated 338 players ($365 NLH) for $23,326 
EVENT #2: Chico Pho defeated 130 players ($365 PLO) for $10,919 
EVENT #3: Daniel Gilmer defeated 393 players ($365 NLH) for $25,942 
EVENT #4: Derek Schroeder defeated 1,370 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $70,898 
EVENT #5: Jeffrey Nordstrom defeated 266 players ($365 NLH) for $19,547 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Horseshoe’s 12 combined gold 
ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


