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Chico Pho Wins in PLO 
 
Start-studded final table features bracelet winner Kyle Cartwright, all-time Circuit cashes 
leader Doug Carli and three-time ring winner Robert Hankins. 
 
Pho defeats the competition to cash in on $10,919 and his first gold ring.  
 
Tunica, Miss. (January 23, 2015) — Sokchheka “Chico” Pho’s star shined brightest Friday 
evening at Horseshoe Casino in Tunica, Miss. The 37-year-old Memphis semi-pro faced off 
against the likes of bracelet winner Kyle Cartwright, all-time Circuit cashes leader Doug Carli 
and three-time gold ring winner Robert Hankins and came out on top. The championship-caliber 
performance came in Event 2 of the property’s World Series of Poker Circuit, a $365 pot-limit 
Omaha tournament, and earned Pho $10,919 along with 50 points toward the Casino 
Championship and a gold ring. 
 
“It was a tough table, man,” Pho said. “I know most of the guys […] so I knew for sure coming 
in it was a tough table. To have this win under my belt – it’s a special one.” 
 
Fortunately for Pho, Carli and Cartwright started the day shortstacked and stayed that way. 
Cartwright exited eighth and Carli followed soon behind in sixth. For Carli, it marked his 90th 
Circuit cash moving him nearly 40 in front of second place in the record books Charles Moore. 
Hankins, who started the day with the chip lead, slowly dwindled before he succumbed to the 
eventual second-place finisher Paul Mattioda. 
 
With that, the headliners were relegated to watching from the stands as two would-be first timers 
faced off for Circuit gold. 
 
Mattioda spent the first part of his day just a few tables down as his friend and travelmate Scott 
Stewart took down Event 1 for more than $23,000. With Stewart on Mattioda’s rail this time 
around, Stewart hoped to bring another ring to their entourage. He began his heads-up battle 
against Pho with the chip lead but slowly relinquished it until he was confined to an all-in-or-fold 
preflop move. Pho stayed poised and closed the book on his first Circuit victory after a hard-
fought match against Mattioda. Mattioda earned $6,749 for his efforts. 
 
The victory marks Pho’s 13th WSOP-related cash. While he admits it’s nice to win his first ring, 
poker is about more than trophies for the father of two. 
 



“I play poker for the money. I play just for the financial part of it,” he said matter-of-factly. 
 
When Pho isn’t playing poker he can be found spending time with his 18-year-old daughter and 
nine-year-old son or helping his family run their Memphis-based donut shop. 
 
Joining Pho in the money in Event 2 were 2012 IP Biloxi Casino Champion Cory Wood (15th) 
and defending Tunica PLO champion Paul Goldberg (10th). 
 
Event 2 was the second of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe 
Tunica. The $365 pot-limit Omaha event attracted 130 players. The total prize pool came to 
$39,000 and the top 15 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Thursday, January 22 at 5 p.m. and Day 1 wrapped following Level 16. 
Day 2 began Friday at 3 p.m. with 10 players remaining. The nine-handed final table was 
reached just after 3:30 p.m. and action concluded at 7:30 p.m. making the total duration of the 
finale four hours. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Horseshoe: 
 
EVENT #1: Scott Stewart defeated 338 players ($365 NLH) for $23,326 
EVENT #2: Chico Pho defeated 130 players ($365 PLO) for $10,919 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Horseshoe’s 12 combined gold 
ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


