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Zekus Wins his First Gold Ring 

Brian “Zeke” Zekus runs over the Omaha 8 final table to earn his first WSOP Circuit gold 

ring. 

Atlantic City, N.J. (December 17, 2014) -- There was no stopping Brian Zekus late Tuesday 

night in Event #5 – $365 Omaha 8 or Better. Once Zekus gained control of the chip lead, he 

never let up and went on to eventually win the tournament. This was only the second time Zekus 

has played in an Omaha 8 tournament, but both times he has made the final table. 

Zekus entered the final table fourth place in chips. It did not take long for him to take control of 

the chip lead, and from there he coasted to victory. His victory earned him his first WSOP 

Circuit gold ring and $10,801. 

“I rolled up on good cards. In the blinds I was hitting cards and people were raising. It kind of 

worked out and flowed. It all just came together,” said Zekus on his winning performance. 

Zekus has been in the military for the past 16 years as a member of the Unite States Coast Guard. 

The 37-year-old plans to retire in June of next year to pursue a career as a professional poker 

player. 

Zekus will be able to play more tournaments and will look to add to his new gold ring collection. 

Prior to Event #5, Zekus’ only WSOP cash was at this summer’s WSOP in a $1,000 gold 

bracelet event. He finished in 104th place for $2,374. 

This was a 1-day event that began at noon and played until 3:30 a.m. Part of Zekus’ success was 

that he was able to maintain focus during the long grind. He was able to find the endurance to 

come away with victory. 

Event #5 was the fifth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah’s Resort 

Atlantic City in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The $365 Omaha Hi-Lo 8 or Better tournament 

attracted 120 players generating a $36,000 prize pool. The top 12 players were paid. 

This was a 1-day tournament. It began Tuesday at noon and lasted 24 levels. The tournament 

concluded Wednesday at 3:35 a.m. 

 



Notes on the event: 

 Event #6 - $365 No-Limit Hold’em Turbo started and completed within the beginning 

and end of this event. 

 According to Zekus this is only the second Omaha 8 tournament he has ever played. 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Harrah’s Resort Atlantic City 

twelve combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic 

entry into the WSOP National Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to 

the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available 

on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Resort Atlantic City: 

 

EVENT #1: Malik Boney defeated 250 players ($365 NLHE) for $18,369 

EVENT #2: Derek Blenman defeated 521 players ($365 NLHE Re-entry) for $33,606 

EVENT #3: John Jones defeated 114 players ($580 NLHE) for $17,100 

EVENT #4: Jeffrey Jarosz defeated 243 players ($365 NLHE) for $17,859 

EVENT #5: Brian Zekus defeated 120 players ($365 Omaha 8) for $10,801 

 

With the fifth tournament wrapped up, seven more ring events remain at the Harrah’s Resort 

Atlantic City series. 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 
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