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Ramakrishnan Bests Record Field 
 

Karthik Ramakrishnan wins $91,166 from his initial $365 buy-in. 

Cherokee, N.C. (December 1, 2014) -- Event #1 – $365 No-Limit Hold’em Re-entry was the 

largest WSOP Circuit event ever hosted by Harrah’s Cherokee. The tournament boasted a field 

size of 1,930 entries and created a huge prize pool of $579,000. The eventual winner of the event 

would walk away with $91,166, an astonishing 249 times their original buy-in. 

Karthik Ramakrishnan from Johnson City, Tennessee was the champion of this record setting 

event. Ramakrishnan earned his first WSOP Circuit gold ring and largest WSOP score by taking 

down this event. 

“I am relieved and happy, it’s been a long four days,” said Ramakrishnan about his victory. 

“[The][ring] means a lot because it’s the biggest event here at the home casino.” 

This event featured three Day 1 starting flights that combined to one field for Day 2. The first 

starting flight drew 602 entries, the second drew 382 entries and the third drew 946 entries. After 

all three starting flights completed there were only 235 players remaining. Those players would 

return Sunday for Day 2. 

Day 2 was a long grind for the players. Play lasted about 15 hours on Day 2. The field was 

shrunk from 235 players to just six by the end of the night. Although the event was scheduled to 

finish Sunday, the tournament was just too big and a third day was needed for its completion. 

Ramakrishnan returned for Day 3 of the event with the chip lead. The 36-year-old physician used 

the chip lead to pressure his opponents and accumulate chips on his path to victory. 

“Just try to put the pressure on, play my game and hope it rolled out my way, which it did,” said 

Ramakrishnan about his mentality heading into Day 3. 

Ramakrishnan saw four of his opponents fall quickly into Day 3, but his heads up opponent, 

Mary Barbee, put up a long and tough fight. The two played heads up for more than three hours 

long. The two players returned from a short break after Level 35 and on the first hand of Level 



36 Ramakrishnan busted Barbee to claim victory and earn the title of champion of Harrah’s 

Cherokee’s largest tournament ever. 

Ramakrishnan had a large and supportive rail. He appreciated their support, but ultimately 

wanted to thank his mother after the tournament was over. 

“I would like to say thanks to my mom. Shout out to my mom,” said Ramakrishnan. 

Event #1 was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah’s 

Cherokee in Cherokee, N.C. but the second to finish. Event #2 finished yesterday. The $365 No-

Limit Hold’em Re-entry tournament attracted a record breaking field of 1,930 players generating 

a $579,000 prize pool. The top 207 players were paid. 

Day 1A began Friday at noon, Day 1B began Friday at 5 p.m. and Day 1C began Saturday at 

noon. All Day 1 starting flights played 15 levels.  Day 2 began Sunday at noon with 235 players 

remaining. The tournament was extended to a third day. Day 3 began Monday at 2:30 p.m. The 

tournament concluded at 8:20 p.m. Monday on the first hand of Level 36. 

 

Notes on the event: 

 

 This was the largest field size in WSOP Circuit Harrah’s Cherokee history. 

 Heads up play lasted three hours and 25 minutes long. 

 Event #2 started a day after this one did and finished a day before it. 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Harrah’s Cherokee twelve 

combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 

into the WSOP National Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to 

the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available 

on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Cherokee: 

 

EVENT #1: Karthik Ramakrishnan defeated 1,930 players ($365 NLHE Re-entry) for $91,166 

EVENT #2: Nhat Truong defeated 183 players ($365 PLO) for $14,275 

 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 


