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James Hull Hauls in Event 5 Victory 
 
No-limit novice claims $24,161 first prize, a gold ring and a seat in this weekend’s Main 
Event. 
 
Chicago pro Aaron Massey finishes ninth, 2008 November Niner Dennis Phillips 11th. 
 
Hammond, Ind. (October 21, 2014) — A newly-retired United States Marine and a mixed 
martial arts fighter squared off heads-up in Event 5 of the World Series of Poker Circuit Tuesday 
night in Hammond, Ind. The $365 buy-in no-limit hold’em tournament drew 366 players 
including standouts like 2008 November Niner Dennis Phillips and two-time Circuit ring winner 
Aaron Massey. In the end though, the title came down to two amateurs – James Hull, the Marine, 
and Kyle Weickhardt, the MMA fighter. 
 
Hull went on to best Weickhardt to the tune of his first gold ring, $24,161, 50 points toward the 
Casino Championship and a free seat in this weekend’s Main Event. 
 
“It feels great. [It’s] exciting,” Hull said. 
 
Admittedly, Hull is new to the game. Freshly retired off 22 years in the Marine Corps – the latter 
three of which were spent stationed in Japan – he’s back Stateside looking for ways to occupy 
his newfound free time. His wife, Diane, proved to be the driving force that motivated him to 
take the 175-mile drive from his hometown of Fishers, Ind. to give it a shot in the Horseshoe’s 
Circuit series. 
 
“My wife enjoys to play [poker],” Hull said. “I just retired. I’m looking for a new hobby. I guess 
I found it now.” 
 
Given his inexperience, the fact Hull outlasted the likes of the previously mentioned Phillips and 
Massey makes his victory that much more impressive. Both players made their presence known 
late in the tournament – Phillips in the form of an 11th-place finish and Massey in the form of a 
ninth. 
 
“To be honest with you, until the final hand I had no clue [if I could win],” Hull said. I’m new at 
the game. I enjoyed my time. I got very lucky. My hands held up and that’s what it takes.” 
 



Hull is 41 years old and resided in Japan for three years prior to moving to the States. He and his 
wife now call Fishers, Ind. home while his three children live in Tennessee. His Event 5 victory 
marks his first WSOP-related cash and gold ring victory. 
 
“It’s enjoyable,” he said of poker. “I enjoyed being a Marine and you have to do what you enjoy. 
Poker is something that’s new to me and enjoyable. It’s fun.” 
 
Event 5 was the fifth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe 
Hammond. The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 366 players. The total prize pool came to 
$109,800 and the top 45 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Monday, October 20 at 12 p.m. and Day 1 wrapped following Level 21. 
Day 2 began Tuesday at 2 p.m. with 10 players remaining and it took but a few minutes to reach 
the nine-handed final table. Play concluded shortly after 7 p.m. making the total duration of the 
finale about five hours. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Horseshoe Hammond: 
 
EVENT #1: Robert Hankins defeated 1,959 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $92,562 
EVENT #2: John Peterson defeated 393 players ($580 NLH) for $42,122 
EVENT #3: Nicola Ditrapani defeated 375 players ($365 NLH) for $24,748 
EVENT #4: Sean Troha defeated 154 players ($580 PLO) for $20,789 
EVENT #5: James Hull defeated 366 players ($365 NLH) for $24,161 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during Horseshoe Hammond’s 12 combined 
gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the 
WSOP National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


