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Jason Manna Cleared for Takeoff 
 
Air traffic controller and first-time Circuit casher comes out on top to earn $12,960 and a 
gold ring. 
 
Horseshoe Southern Indiana’s 12-tournament series reaches the halfway point with the 
conclusion of Event 6. 
 
Elizabeth, Ind. (October 8, 2014) — Indianapolis resident and first-time Circuit casher Jason 
Manna broke through for a gold ring win Wednesday evening at the Horseshoe Casino in 
Elizabeth, Ind. The victory came in a $365 no-limit hold’em tournament and earned Manna, an 
air traffic controller, $12,960 along with 50 points toward the Casino Championship. 
 
“It’s amazing. I can’t believe it,” Manna said of his win. “I started out so bad at the final table I 
thought I was going to be the first person out, then I caught some hands.” 
 
As Manna alluded to, he was down to barely 10 big blinds during the 4,000/8,000 level and 
gasping for air. He picked up some hands and won some small pots before he catapulted to the 
top of the counts when his turned straight bested the flopped two pair of start-of-day chip leader 
Scott Fitzhugh. 
 
“I didn’t think he had two pair. The way he played the hand was weird,” Manna said. “That was 
pretty much the turning point [of the tournament]. That put me over half a million and I was 
feeling pretty good at that point.” 
 
Manna’s fortunate turn card translated into a commanding three-handed chip lead in which he 
held nearly 1,000,000 of the 1,600,000 chips in play. From there, it took mere minutes for John 
Song to bust third and Fitzhugh second. 
 
Manna is 36 years old and resides in Indianapolis, Ind. Upon graduating from Purdue University 
he worked at the Horseshoe Casino in Hammond, Ind. for seven years. His time at the Horseshoe 
came to an end when a relative who worked in the aviation field suggested he give it a go as an 
air traffic controller. Manna applied for an open position, earned a spot and has been working in 
the industry every since. 
 
Despite his recent score and newfound success, Manna wasn’t so sure he’d be in attendance for 
next week’s Circuit series at his old stomping grounds in Hammond. 



 
“I don’t know. I haven’t been back since I quit,” he laughed.  
 
Event 6 was the sixth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at HSI. The $365 no-
limit hold’em event attracted 160 entries. The total prize pool came to $48,000 and the top 18 
finishers were paid. 
 
Notables joining Manna in the money includes Austin Buchanan (13th) and Thomas Knepp 
(11th). The deep run marked the second cash of the series for each of these players. 
 
Day 1 began Tuesday, October 7 at 12 p.m. and wrapped at the final table. Action resumed 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. with nine players remaining and concluded at about 6 p.m. making the total 
duration of the finale roughly four hours. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from HSI: 
 
EVENT #1: David Leonard defeated 184 players ($365 NLH) for $14,352 
EVENT #2: John Mesplay defeated 694 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $42,681 
EVENT #3: Mark Fisher defeated 186 players ($365 NLH) for $14,508 
EVENT #4: Joshua Turner defeated 134 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $11,256 
EVENT #5: Jesse Fulmer defeated 189 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $15,593 
EVENT #6: Jason Manna defeated 160 players ($365 NLH) for $12,960 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during HSI's 12 combined gold ring 
tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


