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John Holley Wins Third Ring in Record-Breaking IP Biloxi 
Re-Entry Event 
 
Tournament sets attendance bar with 631 entries, bests previous mark handily. 
 
Holly earns third career gold ring, approaches $300,000 in Circuit earnings. 
 
Biloxi, Miss. (September 8, 2014) — John Holley outlasted 631 others in what was a record-
breaking $365 re-entry ring event at IP Casino Resort and Spa. The performance earned the 
Florida pro $38,813 and 50 points toward the Casino Championship in addition to his third 
career gold ring. The field marked the largest player pool in the IP’s five-year history hosting the 
World Series of Poker Circuit, besting the previous mark of 571 set in last year’s event with little 
resistance. 
 
“Mississippi is a great place to play,” Holley said of the property’s year-over-year success. 
“There are a lot of things that are cool about Mississippi that you don’t find in other places.” 
 
The win was a tough test for Holley, a now-32-time casher with nearly $290,000 in Circuit 
earnings. Some of the Circuit’s top talent converged on the South and never was that more 
apparent than on Day 2. The restart came riddled with notables including chip leader Justin 
Hooker, defending champion Tam Nguyen, 2011 IP Main Event champion Jerry Monroe, Blake 
Barousse, Ashly Butler, Charles “Woody” Moore, Tom Franklin and many others. 
 
Of them, Monroe was the only to bust shy of the money while Moore finished 38th, Butler 31st, 
Barousse 21st, Franklin 14th and Nguyen 13th. Hooker made a run at a wire-to-wire win before 
ultimately exiting fourth. 
 
Holley’s final opponent was ring winner B.J. McBrayer who held a sizable chip advantage 
before his pocket eights ran into the pocket jacks of Holley. From there, it was all-in or fold for 
McBrayer and he eventually succumbed to Holley’s hot streak, finishing second for $24,013. 
 
“I thank God for giving me the opportunity to do this for a living. I can’t make any money 
fishing any more, really,” Holley laughed. 
 
Holley has become a staple on the Circuit over the last few years and is respected by his peers as 
someone who’s as pleasant to be around as he is talented. The former fisherman turned poker pro 



is open about his faith and the role it plays in helping him keep a level head on the felt. Win or 
lose, Holley’s demeanor stays the same and it’s that consistency that helps him find success.    
  
“I’m real spiritual, so I get help that way,” Holley said. “I’ve got an oak tree outside [the IP] that 
I named Oscar three or four years ago. It’s a cool oak tree. I go out there and hang out and 
meditate. It’s a beautiful tree.” 
 
Despite a profession that drags him all over the country in search of the next score, Holley is a 
consummate family man with three children – two daughters, 8 and 14, and a 10-year-old son. 
He skipped the IP series in past years, but given its close proximity to his home in Destin, Fla. he 
considered it a can’t-miss stop for 2014. 
 
“My son is 10 and he plays football and my 8-year-old is a cheerleader for his team. Their first 
game was yesterday, ” Holley said. “If I come to [the IP], it’s only three hours away so I can 
drive to go watch the game and then come back.” 
 
Between his faith and his loving family, Holley is a winner regardless of what the river brings. 
The gold ring and $38,000 score he secured early Monday morning following two grueling days 
of poker were simply icing on the cake for a man who deserves it as much anyone. 
 
Event 3 was the third of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at IP Biloxi. The 
$365 no-limit hold’em re-entry event attracted 631 entries. The total prize pool came to $189,300 
and the top 72 players were paid. 
 
The first of three starting flights began Friday, September 5 at 5 p.m. with 133 entries. 
Subsequent starting flights began Saturday, September 6 at 12 p.m. and 5 p.m. with 278 and 220 
entries respectively. 
 
Flight-by-flight attendance breakdown: 
 

	   FLIGHT	  A	   FLIGHT	  B	   FLIGHT	  C	   TOTALS	  
DATE	   9/5,	  5	  pm	   9/6,	  12	  pm	   9/6,	  5	  pm	   -‐	  

ENTRIES	   133	   278	   220	   631	  
ADVANCED	   17	   32	   30	   79	  

 
Day 2 began Sunday, September 7 at 12 p.m. with 79 players remaining. The bubble burst during 
the first level of play and from there it took just over eight hours to reach the nine-handed final 
table at 8:30 p.m. Action concluded shortly after 1 a.m. making the total duration of the finale 
just under five hours. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from IP Biloxi: 
 
EVENT #1: Mark Fink defeated 125 players ($365 NLH) for $10,500 
EVENT #2: Tony Gray defeated 153 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $12,391 
EVENT #3: John Holley defeated 631 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $38,813s 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during IP Biloxi’s 12 combined gold ring 
tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 



All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


