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'MJ23Stylez' Overcomes Adversity to Win Second Gold Ring 
 
Brian O'Donoghue Denied Ring #4 
 

West Palm Beach, FL (February 12, 2014) — Cory 'MJ23Stylez' Waaland overcame one of the most 
decorated WSOP Circuit final tables ever seen to collect his second ring and $24,150.  There were 11 
rings among the final six players at the $365 Six-Handed No Limit Hold'em final table.  Waaland got 
heads-up against Brian O'Donoghue, who has three rings to his credit, with a slight chip lead.  Then they 
traded the lead back and forth several times.   

On the final hand, Waaland was ahead and racing with pocket 6s against O’Donoghue's Q8 suited.  "I 
saw the table number and I knew" Waaland said — they happened to be playing on table #66.  The 
pocket pair held up for the win.  O’Donoghue, who began the day as chip leader, was denied his fourth 
ring and walked away with $14,923 for second place. 

Six-time ring winner Ari Engel was third in chips coming into Day 2, but couldn't get anything going.  
He busted out in 5th place when all-in with a weak Ace that was dominated by Brian O'Donoghue.  
Waaland was happy to see a very tough opponent eliminated. 

The other WSOP Circuit ring bearer at this final table was Jonathan Alfonso.  He was second in chips at 
the start of Day 2, but shipped a double-up to Elliott Zaydman early.  Jonathan was left short and busted 
out soon after in 6th place.  Zaydman went on to finish 3rd. 

Waaland started strong on Day 1, getting from the 10k starting stack up to about 60k by the second 
break.  Then WSOP bracelet winner Loni Harwood landed on his left, and she made it "tough" for him.  
He was short-stacked from before dinner until after they were in the money.  He used his "short-stack 
ninja" tactics to hold on.  Late on Day 1 he doubled up with pocket Aces and that helped him cruise into 
Day 2 fourth in chips. 

"This was my last event" said Waaland "if I didn't win something".  He was in Tunica before coming 
here and came up empty there.  Then he was robbed of $2,000.  "It's been a crazy, really bad trip".  But 
six-max is his favorite tournament format and he's turned things around.  He'll be sticking around for 
some more events in this series.  "I thank God, first and foremost,” said Waaland.  



The Six-Handed NLH event drew 322 entries for a total prize pool of $96,600.  The final 36 players 
earned a piece of the pie and among those were WSOP bracelet holder Loni Harwood (17th) and Tunica 
Main Event champion Jonathan Gaviao (36th). 

 
Final Table Results 
 
PLACE	   PLAYER	   CITY	  /	  STATE	  /	  COUNTRY	   CASH	  EARNED	  
1	   Cory	  Waaland	   Wilmington,	  NC,	  US	   $24,150	  
2	   Brian	  O'Donoghue	   Floral	  Park,	  NY,	  US	   $14,923	  
3	   Elliott	  Zaydman	   Coconut	  Creek,	  FL,	  US	   $10,356	  
4	   Thomas	  Bielecky	   PALM	  BEACH	  GARDENS,	  FL,	  US	   $7,275	  
5	   Ari	  Engel	   LAS	  VEGAS,	  NV,	  US	   $5,171	  
6	   Jonathan	  Alfonso	   Austin,	  TX,	  US	   $3,718	  

 
 
Full results are available at WSOP.com. 
 

 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during PBKC's twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title Casino Champion and receive automatic entry into the WSOP National 
Championship to take place at Caesars Atlantic City this spring. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race and the 
season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point 
earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
This is the sixth gold ring awarded at the Palm Beach Kennel Club this season. 
 
EVENT #1: Maurice Hawkins defeated 2,531 players ($580 NLH Re-Entry) for $183,498 
EVENT #2: Chan Pelton defeated 145 players ($365 PLO/8) for $12,181 
EVENT #3: Jeff Gunnip defeated 126 players ($365 HORSE) for $10,586 
EVENT #4: Mihail Karasoulis defeated 330 players ($365 NLH) for $23,269 
EVENT #5: Devin Looney defeated 262 players ($365 NLH) for $19,258 
EVENT #6: Cory Waaland defeated 322 players ($365 Six-Handed NLH) for $24,150 
 
 
With six tournaments wrapped, six more rings remain up for grabs at PBKC. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter @WSOP 
or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Kaelaine Minton 
WSOP Media Coordinator  
kaelaine@hotmail.com 
 


