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Louisiana Contractor Mihail Karasoulis Wins First Ring 
 
West Palm Beach, FL (February 10, 2014) — They say that that pocket Aces either win a small pot or 
lose a big one.  Today, pocket Aces were good for $23,269 for Mihail Karasoulis.  The contractor from 
Louisiana was heads-up against two-time WSOP Circuit ring winner Kevin McGolgan.  They got to the 
turn with a board of Q 6 3 4 and Kevin got all-in holding QT for top pair.  Karasoulis' pocket Aces were 
good and got better when another Ace hit the river.  McColgan earned $14,385 for second place, just 
missing out on what would have been his third ring. 

Karasoulis descibed this final table as "pretty aggressive", so he sat back and let them chew each other 
up.  This is unlike his usual style, but he decided to try a different strategy today, and it worked out.  He 
did switch gears again when they got heads-up, cranking up the aggression.  He had a slight lead with 
1.9 million to McColgan's 1.4 million in the heads-up match that lasted about 35 minutes. 
 
He described Day 1 as a "slow grind".  He made it to Day 2 dead last in chips of the 17 remaining 
players, while Kevin McColgan was the chip leader.  Early on Day 2, Karasoulis made a desperation 
shove with 76 suited and ran into pocket Tens.  He caught runner-runner for a straight to survive and 
double-up, and went on to make it to the final table in good shape. 
 
Karasoulis plays both tournaments and cash games whenever he can and sticks to the 'Cadillac of Poker', 
No Limit Hold'em.  He has five previous Circuit cashes, but this is his first win.  He's got to get back to 
Louisiana for work, but plans to return to the Palm Beach Kennel Club for the Main Event, which starts 
Friday. 
 
In addition to the ring and prize money, Karasoulis picked up 50 points toward the Casino Champion 
race and National Leaderboard.  This puts him in second place behind Maurice Hawkins, who won 
Event 1 and more money, which decides the tie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Final Table Results 
PLACE	   PLAYER	   CITY	  /	  STATE	  /	  COUNTRY	   CASH	  EARNED	  
1	   Mihail	  Karasoulis	   METAIRIE,	  LA,	  US	   $23,269	  
2	   Kevin	  McColgan	   DOUGLASSVILLE,	  PA,	  US	   $14,385	  
3	   Charles	  Tidmarsh	   GREENVILLE,	  SC,	  US	   $10,447	  
4	   Antuan	  Bunkley	   Riviera	  Beach,	  FL,	  US	   $7,717	  
5	   Josias	  Santos	   Sao	  Paolo,	  BR	   $5,793	  
6	   Darryl	  Ronconi	   NAPERVILLE,	  IL,	  US	   $4,418	  
7	   Michael	  Pena	   SAN	  ANTONIO,	  TX,	  US	   $3,422	  
8	   Nemish	  Patel	   Asheville,	  NC,	  US	   $2,691	  
9	   Derrek	  Marin	   Round	  Rock,	  TX,	  US	   $2,147	  

 
 
Full results are available at WSOP.com. 
 

 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during PBKC's twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title Casino Champion and receive automatic entry into the WSOP National 
Championship to take place at Caesars Atlantic City this spring. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race and the 
season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point 
earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
This is the fourth gold ring awarded at the Palm Beach Kennel Club this season. 
 
EVENT #1: Maurice Hawkins defeated 2,531 players ($580 NLH Re-Entry) for $183,498 
EVENT #2: Chan Pelton defeated 145 players ($365 PLO/8) for $12,181 
EVENT #3: Jeff Gunnip defeated 126 players ($365 HORSE) for $10,586 
EVENT #4: Mihail Karasoulis defeated 330 players ($365 NLH) for $23,269 
 
 
With four tournaments wrapped, eight more rings remain up for grabs at PBKC. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter @WSOP 
or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Kaelaine Minton 
WSOP Media Coordinator  
kaelaine@hotmail.com 
 


