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Dylan Easley Makes it Look Easy in Event 9 
 
First-time ring winner records second final table appearance of the series, challenges 
Casino Championship points lead. 
  
Durant, OK (January 15, 2014) — Dylan Easley earned his first gold ring following a heads-
up duel against Cari Bershell Wednesday night at Choctaw Casino. The victory comes in a $365 
No-Limit Hold’em tournament and earns Easley $19,258, a ring and 50 points toward the Casino 
Championship. 
 
While the almost-$20,000 first prize is noteworthy for Easley, he has his eyes on the Casino 
Championship – a title he’s now a top contender for. 
 
Easley final tabled Event 5 three days ago. On his bio sheet, he mentioned first place was the 
only option. He came up shy of that, finishing sixth, but earned 22.5 points toward the Casino 
Championship. 
 
“Unfortunately I fell short [in Event 5], but I made up for it [in Event 9],” Easley said with a 
smile.  
 
The additional 50 points from Event 9 move his total to 72.5, only a min-cash shy of the current 
leader Chris Bowen with 75. 
 
The Event 9 win was an unlikely one for Easley. By his own account, he held just eight big 
blinds with seven players remaining. 
 
“I was looking at the nightly [tournament],” he said of his mindset. “It was about 7 o’clock and I 
was ready to get in there.” 
 
Thankfully for Easley, the nightly went on without him. He doubled up, and doubled up again. 
He remained confident knowing he was good enough to tango with his tablemates if he could get 
a few more chips. It wouldn’t be long before a hot deck and the chips that follow would come his 
way. 
 
“When I finally accumulated chips I started catching cards,” Easley said. 
 



He eventually made it to heads-up play and was fairly even with Bershell, who made a previous 
appearance in PokerStars.net’s The Big Game. While no slight to Easley, Bershell was not 
intimidated by him or his hot streak. As a participant in The Big Game she competed head-to-
head with World Series of Poker Main Event winner Jonathan Duhamel, Jason Mercier, 
Haralabos Voulgaris, Eugene Katchalov and Guy Laliberte, founder of the One Drop 
Foundation. Impressively, Bershell came out a winner during her appearance, pocketing $26,900. 
 
Unfortunately, Easley was able to do what those pros weren’t – best Bershell. In the end, she 
finished second, earning $11,898. 
 
With just two gold ring events remaining, Easley vowed to do everything in his power to give 
himself the best shot at the Casino Championship. 
 
The Choctaw series finale begins Friday with the first of two starting flights. In addition to some 
of the Circuit’s top grinders, a handful of bracelet winners and some talented amateurs, the field 
will include one player who just might be running a little hotter than the rest – Easley. 
 
“I’ll be firing double barrels if I have to,” he said of the re-entry Main Event. 
 
Look out, Casino Championship. 
 
Event 9 was the ninth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Choctaw Casino 
Resort. The $365 No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 262 players generating a $78,600 
prize pool. The top 27 players were paid. 
 
Day 1 began Tuesday at 5 p.m. and lasted 15 levels. Day 2 began Wednesday at 2 p.m. with 27 
players remaining. The nine-handed final table started at 5 p.m. and concluded shortly after 10 
p.m. 
 
Notes on the Event 
 

• Second-place finisher Cari Bershell appeared on PokerStars.net’s The Big Game. There, 
she competed against WSOP Main Event Jonathan Duhamel, Jason Mercier, Eugene 
Katchalov, Haralabos Voulgaris and ONE DROP founder Guy Laliberte. Bershell walked 
a $26,900 winner during her five-episode stint. 

• The Choctaw Resort Circuit series marks the 12th of 22 events scheduled for the 
2013/2014 season. 

 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during Choctaw Casino Resort’s twelve 
combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 
into the WSOP National Championship to take place at Caesars Atlantic City this spring. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race 
and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the 
top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on 
WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Choctaw Casino Resort: 
 
EVENT #1: Sean Stevens defeated 533 players ($365 NLH) for $34,380 



EVENT #2: Chris Benoy defeated 254 players ($365 PLO) for $18,667 
EVENT #3: Chris Bowen defeated 2,867 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $122,567 
EVENT #4: Jacob McFarland defeated 483 players ($365 One-Day NLH) for $31,159 
EVENT #5: Ryan Van Sanford defeated 388 players ($365 NLH) for $20,732 
EVENT #6: Ivan Primera defeated 396 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $28,512 
EVENT #7: Jed Hoffman defeated 257 players ($365 NLH) for $18,888 
EVENT #8: Jeremy Downing defeated 364 players ($365 NLH) for $24,017 
EVENT #9: Dylan Easley defeated 262 players ($365 NLH) for $19,258 
 
With the ninth tournament wrapped, three more ring events remain at Choctaw Casino Resort. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


