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Martin Zentner Wins IP Biloxi Championship 
 
Zentner earns $106,455, joins Casino Champion Ylon Schwartz at season-ending National 
Championship. 
 
Biloxi, MS (September 17, 2013) — Martin Zentner outlasted a headline-riddled final table 
Monday night in the IP Biloxi Main Event to earn $106,455, a WSOP Circuit gold ring and an 
automatic berth in the season-ending WSOP National Championship. 
 
“It feels wonderful,” Zentner said. “This is by far the biggest score I’ve ever had. It feels 
unbelievable. I’m really excited about the [National Championship].” 
 
The finale began at 12 p.m. and played into the late night hours, wrapping shortly before 
midnight. Zentner outlasted opponents like Survivor’s “Boston” Rob Mariano, Casino 
Championship contender Nolan Burton, four-time WSOP Circuit Main Event final tablist Dan 
Lowery and a heads-up opponent that just wouldn’t give up in Hank Sitton. 
 
Zentner watched player after player hit the rail until it was down to him and Sitton and it wasn’t 
long before he was all-in holding tens against Sitton's ace-king for what he thought was a title. 
The board ran out dry for Sitton, and Zentner crippled him. After a countdown it was revealed 
Sitton still claimed 80,000 of the almost 6,000,000 chips in play. 
 
But Sitton wasn’t about to throw in the towel. 
 
He hit double-up after double-up until he approached the 1 million-chip mark. Finally, after his 
sixth all-in bet, Zentner eliminated Sitton with ace-six versus his ace-two. 
 
Many of the early headlines at the final table belonged to Lowery and Mariano. Lowery is now a 
four-time WSOP Circuit Main Event final tablist and until today, had never finished worse than 
fourth. He lays claim to two runner-up finishes and began the final table in Biloxi second in 
chips. The fifth time was not a charm though, and he carded his worst Main Event final table 
finish, exiting fifth. 
 
Mariano, on the other hand, did what he does best and survived. He grinded along and even held 
the chip lead during much of short-handed play.  
 



“It was great having [Mariano at the final table],” Zentner said. “He shocked me how good he 
was. He was definitely a lot better than I thought.” 
 
While much of the early hoopla centered on his opponents, the final headline belonged to 
Zentner. At just 27 years old he earned a title in one of the largest WSOP Circuit Main Events 
ever to take place on the Gulf Coast. He survived a field that boasted gold bracelet winners Ylon 
Schwartz and Tom Franklin, past IP Biloxi Main Event champions Jerry Monroe and Kyle 
Cartwright and countless other talents. 
 
“It hasn’t really kicked in yet,” Zentner said. “[The first prize] pretty much doubles my salary in 
three nights. Aside from the money it’s a great feeling to know I can go out there and [play 
poker] as a side income.” 
 
Zentner resides in New Orleans, LA where he works in sales. He says he’s been playing poker 
part time for eight years and considers himself semi-professional. He is a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi. 
 
The Main Event was the 10th of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at IP Biloxi. 
The $1,675 No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 302 entries. The total prize pool came to 
$453,000 and the top 33 players were paid. 
 
The tournament featured two starting flights beginning Friday and Saturday at 12 p.m. and 
playing 16 levels a piece. The starting fields combined for Day 2 Sunday at 12 p.m. with 67 
players remaining and played down to nine in seven levels. 
 
The final table began Monday at 12 p.m. and concluded at about 11:30 making the duration of 
the finale 11 and half hours including a one-hour dinner break. 
 
(NOTE: final table blinds and antes began at 2,000/6,000/12,000) 
 
Seat 1: Daniel Lowery - 1,142,000 (95 BBs) 
Seat 2: Hank Sitton - 461,000 (38 BBs) 
Seat 3: Martin Zentner - 1,025,000 (85 BBs) 
Seat 4: Nolan Burton - 725,000 (60 BBs) 
Seat 5: Rob Mariano - 260,000 (22 BBs) 
Seat 6: Raymond Weaver - 1,564,000 (130 BBs) 
Seat 7: Michael Putaansuu - 164,000 (14 BBs) 
Seat 8: Gil George - 545,000 (45 BBs) 
Seat 9: Jonathan Thomas - 132,000 (11 BBs) 
 
About the final table: 
 
1st: Martin Zentner - $106,455 
Hometown: New Orleans, LA 
Occupation: Sales 
WSOP Earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $5,548 
 
2nd: Hank Sitton - $65,821 
Hometown: Greenville, SC 



Occupation: Car dealer 
WSOP earnings: $27,040 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $7,640 
 
3rd: “Boston” Rob Mariano - $47,805 
Hometown: Pensacola, FL 
Occupation: Television/Entertainment 
WSOP earnings: $6,548 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $2,892 
 
4th: Raymond Weaver - $35,311 
Hometown: McDonough, GA 
Occupation: Retired 
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $117,338 
 
5th: Daniel Lowery - $26,510 
Hometown: Peter Pender, AR 
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $356,595 
 
6th: Gil George - $20,217 
Hometown: Desoto, TX 
Occupation: Retired 
WSOP earnings: $72,192 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $53,544 
 
7th: Nolan Burton - $15,660 
Hometown: Pleasant Grove, AL 
Occupation: Professional poker player 
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $15,678 
 
8th: Michael Putaansuu - $12,313 
Hometown: Georgetown, TX 
Occupation: Retired 
WSOP earnings: $0 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $7,375 
 
9th: Jonathan Thomas - $9,826 
Hometown: Cordova, TN 
Occupation: Machinist 
WSOP earnings: $4,989 
WSOP Circuit earnings: $33,586 
 
Notes on the event: 
 

• The 2013/2014 IP Biloxi marked the second largest in the venues short history with the 
WSOP Circuit. 



• Two players at the Main Event final table had a chance to overtake Ylon Schwartz for the 
Casino Championship – Nolan Burton and Jonathan Thomas. 

• “Boston” Rob Mariano’s previous best WSOP-related finish was 12th place in a $500 
WSOP Circuit event at Harrah’s New Orleans. 

• Event 12, a one-day no-limit hold’em event with 66 entrants, began at the same time as 
the Main Event and concluded two hours prior. 

 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from IP Biloxi: 
 
EVENT #1: James Pomranky defeated 220 players ($365 NLH) for $16,502 
EVENT #2: Robert Irby defeated 193 players ($365 NLH One-Day) for $15,056 
EVENT #3: Tam Nguyen defeated 571 players ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $35,978 
EVENT #4: Andrew Kattner defeated 127 players ($365 NLH) for $10,668 
EVENT #5: Ylon Schwartz defeated 154 players ($365 NLH) for $12,474 
EVENT #6: Nolan Burton defeated 159 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $12,877 
EVENT #7: Joshua Evans defeated 65 players ($365 PLO) for $6,825 
EVENT #8: Jin Lee defeated 169 players ($365 NLH) for $13,689 
EVENT #9: Richard “Vince” Tenhet defeated 168 players ($365 NLH) for $13,609 
THE MAIN EVENT: Martin Zentner defeated 302 players ($1,675 NLH) for $106,455 
EVENT #11: Russ Head defeated 96 players ($365 NLH) for $8,638 
EVENT #12: William Wellman defeated 66 players ($365 NLH One-Day) for $6,930 
 
Ylon Schwartz earned IP Biloxi Casino Champion honors following first and second-place 
finishes totaling 87.5 points. He joins the Zentner at Caesars Atlantic City this spring to play for 
his share of a $1 million prize pool and a WSOP gold bracelet in the WSOP National 
Championship. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race 
and the season-long race to claim one of 60 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the 
top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on 
WSOP.com. 
 
With the Main Event wrapped, the 2013/2014 WSOP Circuit at IP Biloxi is over. Action starts 
up again Thursday, September 19 at Horseshoe Casino in Cincinnati for the WSOP Circuit’s first 
ever series in Ohio. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.  
 


