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Brian Scholl Takes the Omaha Eight-or-Better Ring

Yale professor best a field of veterans and Circuit rookies alike.

Mashantucket, CT (March 30, 2013) — The first non-Hold‘em event of the Foxwoods Circuit Series drew an 
impressive 143 players ranging from seasoned veterans and young guns alike.  By the end of the first day of play, 
only 27 remained in the field.

Michael Bickel led the field that included WSOP bracelet winners Ylon Schwartz and Nachman Berlin as well as 
five-time Circuit Ring winner Ari Engel.  However, as the field was whittled down, none of these vets would make a 
run at the Ring.

Schwartz would be the last of them remaining and was eliminated in fifth place.  We were guaranteed a first time 
Circuit Champion as the final four players were all making their first ever Circuit cash.

In the end, Brian Scholl took down the title and the $12,040 first place prize.  If Scholl seemed like he was in the 
other player’s heads, there might be a reason for that: he is a professor at Yale.  Specifically, Scholl is a professor of 
Psychology and Cognitive Science.  

After his victory, Scholl talked about how excited he was to win his first Ring.  The mixed-game specialist was only 
able to visit Foxwoods for two day because of his teaching schedule but he definitely made the most of his visit.

Full results from the final table were as follows:

1st. Brian Scholl  $12,040 and the Circuit Ring
2nd. Christopher Dichiara  $7,444
3rd. John O'Neill  $5,370
4th. Paul North  $3,948
5th. Ylon Schwartz  $2,950
6th. Michael Bickel  $2,244
7th. David Pacheco  $1,733
8th. Steven Porcelli  $1,363
9th. David Chesley  $1,087

The player who accumulates the most overall points in Foxwoods Resort Casino’s twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title Casino Champion and receive automatic entry into the $1 Million 2012-13 WSOP 
Circuit National Championship, as will the winner of the Foxwoods Resort Casino Main Event. All players who 
cash in ring events will receive points that apply to both the Casino Championship race and the season-long race to 



claim one of the 60 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. 
More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com.

With the third tournament wrapped up, there are nine events remaining at the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit at Foxwoods 
Resort Casino in Mashantucket, CT that runs through March 8, 2013.

For more information on the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or check us 
out on WSOP.com. 
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