
 
 

 
 

 
 2012-2013 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Season Nine 
Caesars Palace 

Event #9 
No-Limit Hold’em 

Buy-In:  $365 
Total Entries: 363 

Total Prize Pool:  $ 108,900 
February 14 – February 15, 2013

World “Closs” – Matt Closs Wins Event 9 at Caesars Palace 

Ottawa IT Recruiter Claims One for Canada, Takes Home $23,961 

Tim West Maintains Casino Champion Points Lead through 9 Events at Caesars 
 
LAS VEGAS, NV – Matt Closs, a 39-year-old IT recruiter from Ottawa, Canada came away with a win late Friday 
night at Caesars Palace in WSOP Circuit Event #9, $365 No-Limit Hold’em. For the win Closs was awarded 
$23,961 and the WSOP Circuit Gold Ring.  
 
Of the 20 venues of the World Series of Poker Circuit, Caesars Palace best lives up to the tournament series’ 
namesake as players from around the globe, from France to Australia, Israel and of course, Canada convene at the 
Las Vegas landmark resort to take their shot at WSOP Circuit glory. Closs’s win in Event 9 was the first by a non-
US player so far this series. 
 
The event drew 363 players, generating a total prize pool of $108,900. 45 players would split the purse with Closs 
taking home the lion’s share. 
 
21 players returned on day two and after a three hours of play, it was down to the final table. 
 
Final table play got off quickly with a three early eliminations, but slowed to a crawl. Four returned from the dinner 
break and an hour later it was down to Closs and Robert Hancock heads up. 
 
Hancock had about a 4-1 lead over Closs when heads up play began, but Closs was able to chip up against his 
opponent leading to a critical hand which saw Hancock call Closs’s all-in holding middle pair on an 8-4-J flop. Closs 
revealed that he was ahead, however, turning over pocket queens which held to give him a huge double up and put 
Hancock on the ropes.  
 
From there it was a waiting game for Closs, who eventually picked up As-Ks and called an all-in by Hancock who 
turned over J-10. It was an exciting final hand with Closs flopping top pair, before a nine on the turn made 
Hancock’s straight. Hancock suffered a whammy on the river, a 4 spades that made a flush for Closs to give him 
the win. 
 
Hancock, a 53-year-old self-employed contractor from Napa, CA collected $14,805 for his runner up finish.  
 
Event 9 had little effect on the casino championship points race, leaving Tim West atop of the point standings. 
Brent Hanks is still on his heels, while there is a 6-way log jam for third place. 
 
The Casino Champion is the player who earns the most points through the 12 events at Caesars Palace. This 
player will earn an automatic seat to the WSOP Circuit National Championship to be held May 21 – May 23 at 
Harrah’s New Orleans. More information about the WSOPC National Championship can be found here.  An 
explanation of the points system can be found here.  
 



3 events are still to come. See the complete Caesars Palace Circuit schedule and event results here. The WSOP 
Circuit Events at Caesars Palace runs through February 18th. You can find the complete 2012-2013 WSOP Circuit 
schedule here. 
 
Final table results: 
 
PLACE  PLAYER  CITY / STATE / COUNTRY  CASH EARNED 

1  Matthew Closs  OTTAWA, ON, CA  $23,961 
2  Robert Hancock  RICHMOND, CA, US  $14,805 
3  Stan Jablonski  HENDERSON, NV, US  $10,818 
4  Andrew Plucker  Tucson, AZ, US  $8,032 
5  Jesus Acosta  El Paso, TX, US  $6,057 
6  Michael Sinclair  LAS VEGAS, NV, US  $4,636 
7  David Giorsetti  FR  $3,600 
8  Marcos Dana  MX  $2,836 
9  Jonathan Hanson  Murfreesboro, TN, US  $2,265 

 
ABOUT THE WSOP 
The World Series of Poker (WSOP) is the largest, richest and most prestigious gaming event in the world awarding 
millions of dollars in prize money and the prestigious gold bracelet, globally recognized as the sport's top prize. 
Featuring a comprehensive slate of tournaments in every major poker variation, the WSOP is poker's longest 
running tournament in the world, dating back to 1970.  In 2012, the event attracted 74,766 entrants from 101 
different countries to the Rio in Las Vegas and awarded over $222 million in prize money.  In addition, the WSOP 
has formed groundbreaking alliances in broadcasting, digital media and corporate sponsorships, while successfully 
expanding the brand internationally with the advent in 2007 of the World Series of Poker Europe.  The WSOP 
Circuit Tour is entering its ninth season in 2012-13.  For more information on the World Series of Poker, please visit 
www.WSOP.com. 
  
ABOUT SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Southern Comfort®, a fruit, spice, and whiskey flavored liqueur, was created in New Orleans by bartender M.W. 
Heron in 1874. Today, it is enjoyed by friends in over 100 countries around the world and continues to grow as an 
icon brand. Please visit us at SouthernComfort.com and facebook.com/southerncomfort.  
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