
 
 

 
 

 
 2012-2013 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Season Nine 
Caesars Palace 

Event #7 
No-Limit Hold’em 

Buy-In:  $580 
Total Entries: 254 

Total Prize Pool:  $ 108,900 
February 13 – February 14, 2013

The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre 

Kurt Jewell Dominates Event 7 Final Table En Route to Fifth WSOPC Gold Ring 
 
Latest win at Caesars Palace comes nearly a year to the date after Main Event Victory at 
Harrah’s Tunica 
 
LAS VEGAS, NV – Everyone watching the Final Table in the Caesars Palace poker room shared the same thought; 
the Final Table players, the rail, the media, the cocktail waitresses. Even the eyes of Secretariat, whose large, wall-
framed photo overlooked the final table, hinted at the same sentiment. 
 
The rest of the Final Table was playing for second place. The ring had already belonged to Kurt Jewell. 
 
From the minute he casually strolled into the poker room after Final Table play had already begun, Jewell knew all 
along how the finale of the $580 No-Limit Hold’em Ring Event #7 would play out.  
 
“Hey bud, how’s it going?” he said to this tournament reporter.  
 
After brief salutations, Jewell focused his attention to the players at the table.  
 
“Nice to see you, I’m gonna go get my ring.” 
 
Jewell brought along that confidence as he sat down to a nearly 2-1 chip lead over his nearest opponent, 2009 
WSOP $10K Heads Up bracelet champion, Leo Wolpert. Five hours later, Jewell would make good on his 
prediction and don his fifth WSOP Circuit Gold Ring. 
 
Along with the $31,113 in first place prize money, the win further cemented Jewell’s WSOP Circuit legacy.  
 
With gold Ring #5, Jewell joins Mark “Pegasus” Smith and Kyle Cartwright, both who are on the heels of the current 
all-time WSOPC Ring leader, Alex Masek.  
 
Incredibly, Jewell’s win comes just hours to the date this Valentine’s Day last year at the Harrah’s Tunica Main 
Event where he won his third gold ring. 
 
Jewell, who would go on to win ring #4 just a couple of months later at Harrah’s St. Louis was happy to have 
snapped his nine-month Ring “drought.” 
 
“It feels great. I’m glad to get this weight off of my back from not having won one in a long time, well what to me felt 
like a long time,” he said matter-of-factly.  
 
Although Jewell maintained dominance for much of the final table, six-handed, he fell to about even in chips with 
Utah poker pro, Thomas Beckstad. Jewell fought back however, and ultimately eliminated Beckstad in 5th place 
($7,658). 
 
 



 
 
From there Jewell ran away from the pack, amassing an outrageous lead over his remaining opponents, two of 
whom were Wolpert and fellow WSOP Bracelet champion, Gavin Smith. 
 
Just a few minutes after Smith’s elimination in 4th place ($10,222) Jewell would eliminate his last two opponents, 
including Wolpert, who he busted in the first hand of heads up play in which he had a 10-1 lead. For his runner up 
finish, Wolpert collected $31,113. 
 
Speaking of bracelets, Jewell is indeed a player to watch this summer during the 2013 World Series of Poker. He 
says that the time has come for him to start winning larger stakes tournaments including one or more of the 62 
bracelet events that will be held starting in May at the Rio.  
 
5 events are still to come. See the complete Caesars Palace Circuit schedule and event results here. The WSOP 
Circuit Events at Caesars Palace runs through February 18th. You can find the complete 2012-2013 WSOP Circuit 
schedule here. 
 
Final table results: 
 
PLACE  PLAYER  CITY / STATE / COUNTRY  CASH EARNED 

1  Kurt Jewell  FRANKFORT, KY, US  $31,113 
2  Leo Wolpert  FAIRFAX, VA, US  $19,225 
3  Matthew Wolfe  WINDSOR, ON, CA  $13,890 
4  Gavin Smith  GUELPH, ON, CA  $10,222 
5  Thomas Beckstad  Salt Lake City, UT, US  $7,658 
6  Reed Goodmiller  LAFAYETTE, CA, US  $5,836 
7  Alex Bylicki  Vancouver, BC, CA  $4,521 
8  Sean Mates  AUSTIN, TX, US  $3,560 
9  Robert Panitch  NORTHBROOK, IL, US  $2,847 

 
ABOUT THE WSOP 
The World Series of Poker (WSOP) is the largest, richest and most prestigious gaming event in the world awarding 
millions of dollars in prize money and the prestigious gold bracelet, globally recognized as the sport's top prize. 
Featuring a comprehensive slate of tournaments in every major poker variation, the WSOP is poker's longest 
running tournament in the world, dating back to 1970.  In 2012, the event attracted 74,766 entrants from 101 
different countries to the Rio in Las Vegas and awarded over $222 million in prize money.  In addition, the WSOP 
has formed groundbreaking alliances in broadcasting, digital media and corporate sponsorships, while successfully 
expanding the brand internationally with the advent in 2007 of the World Series of Poker Europe.  The WSOP 
Circuit Tour is entering its ninth season in 2012-13.  For more information on the World Series of Poker, please visit 
www.WSOP.com. 
  
ABOUT SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Southern Comfort®, a fruit, spice, and whiskey flavored liqueur, was created in New Orleans by bartender M.W. 
Heron in 1874. Today, it is enjoyed by friends in over 100 countries around the world and continues to grow as an 
icon brand. Please visit us at SouthernComfort.com and facebook.com/southerncomfort.  
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