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JONATHAN TAYLOR EMERGES VICTORIOUS IN EVENT #8 
AT IP BILOXI 
 
Ashley Butler narrowly misses becoming 2012-13’s first two-time champion, overtakes 
Cory Wood in the Casino Champion’s race. 
 
Biloxi, MS (August 16, 2012) — The 2012-13 WSOP Circuit series presented by Southern 
Comfort 100 Proof kept on rolling Thursday with the completion of Event #8, a $365 No-Limit 
Hold’em tournament. 
 
Jonathan Taylor of Phil Campbell, AL emerged as the champion after a final table that lasted just 
two hours and forty minutes.  
 
“It took so long to bust the bubble yesterday that we came in here and the blinds were pretty 
high,” Taylor said of the fast-paced final table. “Nobody had that many big blinds so I expected 
it to go pretty fast.” 
 
Taylor’s journey to the winner’s circle was not an easy one, though he sure made it seem that 
way. His heads-up battle with Event #5 champion and current Casino Champion’s points leader, 
Ashley Butler, lasted less than ten hands and concluded with Taylor’s ace jack besting Butler’s 
ace six. 
 
Butler took sole possession of the lead in the Casino Champion’s race with his second place 
finish. The performance awarded him 37.5 points to be added to the 50 points he earned for his 
Event #5 win, giving him a total of 87.5 points. That puts him well in front of second place Cory 
Wood (67.5) with five events remaining. 
 
The win marked Taylor’s third-career cash at IP Casino Resort and Spa, second final table and 
first WSOP Circuit victory.  
 
“I’m not really much of a tournament player,” Taylor said, “But being affiliated with the WSOP 
and getting a ring is a great opportunity.” 
 



Taylor is 30 years old and played football at the University of North Alabama while pursuing his 
undergrad. He received his master’s in accounting from the University of Alabama and worked 
at Price Waterhouse Coopers for four years before pursuing poker professionally.  
 
Taylor has used poker as his sole source of income for the past two years. 
 
This was the eighth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at IP Biloxi. Officially 
listed as Event #8, the $365 buy-in No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 148 entrants. The 
total prize pool came to $44,400. The top fifteen finishers were paid. Taylor was awarded 
$12,434 for first. All players who cashed received WSOP Circuit National Championship 
ranking points.  
 
The two-day tournament began at 12 p.m. local time Wednesday. It took just shy of 13 hours and 
30 minutes (including a one-hour dinner break) to reach the nine-handed final table. Day 1 play 
concluded at that time and the remaining nine players returned at 3 p.m. Thursday for the final 
playing session. Play finished at 5:40 p.m. making the total duration of the final table two hours 
and forty minutes. 
 
Notes On The Event 
 

• The final table included one WSOP Circuit champion, Butler. Butler won his first ring 
earlier this stop in Event #5 ($365 No-Limit Hold’em Turbo) for $13,850. Butler’s 
runner-up finish in Event #8 awarded him 37.5 points toward the Casino Champion’s 
race and propelled him ahead of Wood on the points leaderboard. 

 
• A win would have given Butler the honor of being the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit’s first two-

time champion. 
 

• Butler and Somphone Sengsouvanh (seventh) became the fifth and sixth players to make 
multiple final table appearances at the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit at IP Biloxi.  

 
• Linda Fredericks (third) became the third female to make a final table appearance in 

2012-13. She joined Event #2 champion, Elisa Burkett, and Event #3 third-place finisher, 
Donna Murray, with those honors.  

 
Through eight events, Butler sits alone atop the Casino Championship leaderboard with 87.5 
points. He is trailed by Wood (67.5) and Conrad (60). John Dolan and Event #1 champion, Blake 
Barousse are tied for fourth (52.5). 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points in IP Biloxi’s twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title “Casino Champion” and receive automatic entry into the $1 
Million 2012-13 WSOP Circuit National Championship, as will the winner of the IP Biloxi Main 
Event. All players who cash in ring events will receive points that apply to both the Casino 
Championship race and the season-long race to claim one of the 60 at-large National 
Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on 
the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is a list of gold ring champions from IP Biloxi so far: 
 
EVENT #1: Blake Barousse defeated 202 players ($365 NLHE) for $15,757 



EVENT #2: Elisa Burkett defeated 103 players ($580 NLHE Turbo) for $15,449 
EVENT #3: Travis Johnston defeated 78 players ($365 PLO) for $7,956 
EVENT #4: Caufman Talley defeated 461 players ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $29,743 
EVENT #5: Ashly Butler defeated 171 players ($365 NLH Turbo) for $13,850 
EVENT #6: John Dolan defeated 146 players ($365 NLH) for $12,265 
EVENT #7: Rondal “Ronnie” Givens defeated 139 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed for $11,675 
EVENT #8: Jonathan Taylor defeated 148 players ($365 NLH) for $12,434 
 
With the eighth tournament wrapped up, there are four events remaining at the 2012-13 WSOP 
Circuit at IP Casino Resort and Spa in Biloxi, MS that runs through August 20, 2012.  
 
For more information on the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at 
@WSOP or check us out on WSOP.com. For additional information, please contact: 
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.  
 
Or 
 
Bill Bruce (Poker Tournament Consultants Tournament Director) at 
billbruce@pokertournamentconsultants.com or on Twitter @BillBruce 
 


