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ELISA BURKETT BLASTS THROUGH TURBO FIELD 
 
Event 2 at IP Biloxi Lasts Just 10 Hours. Burkett Joins an Elite Group of Female Champions on 
the WSOP Circuit. 
 
Biloxi, MS (August 11, 2012) — 2012 has treated the ladies of the WSOP quite well. First, 
Allyn Jaffrey-Shulman snapped a 251-tournament cold streak for female victors at the WSOP 
when she won the Seniors Event in Las Vegas. Then, just a couple weeks later, Vanessa Selbst 
won a WSOP event of her own -- her second gold bracelet victory. 
 
Barely a month removed from those stunning victories, yet another female champion has been 
crowned -- this time on the WSOP Circuit. 
 
Elisa Burkett beat out 103 players in Event #2 at the opening stop of the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit 
presented by Southern Comfort 100 Proof at IP Casino Resort and Spa in Biloxi, MS. 
 
Just thirty minutes into the event, the second event of 12 tournaments scheduled to take place at 
IP Biloxi, four players had already hit the rail. 
 
By dinner break, just 15 remained. 
 
In fact, this tournament went so fast it passed up the day’s restart tournament that brought back 
only 11 players, technically making Burkett the first champion of the 2012-13 season.  
 
“The ring lasts forever and money doesn’t. I have something to look at and know that I had an 
accomplishment,” Burkett said about her newest piece of gold jewelry. “This feels awesome. I’m 
very, very excited.” 
 
Burkett is a single mother from Atlanta, GA. She has spent the last 19 years raising her daughter 
who Burkett says is very loving and supportive of her.   
 
This was the second of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at IP Biloxi. Officially 
listed as Event #2, the $580 buy-in No-Limit Hold’em Turbo tournament attracted 103 entries. 
The total prize pool came to $51,500. The top 12 players were paid. All players who cashed 
received WSOP Circuit National Championship ranking points.  
 



The tournament played out in its entirety in just one day. It took only eight hours and 25 minutes 
to reach the nine-handed final table. The final playing session began at 8:25 pm local time. Play 
finished at 10:15 p.m. making the total duration of the tournament just over 10 hours and the 
total duration of the final table less than two hours. 
 
Notes On The Event 
 

• Burkett joins an elite group of female to have won open ring events on the WSOP 
Circuit. The winningest female players, Felicia Johnico and La Sengphet, have two and 
three rings respectively. 

 
• Event #2 lasted just over 10 hours, making it the shortest ring event in the WSOP 

Circuit’s history.  
 

• Through two events, there have been no multiple cashers at the 2012-13 Circuit at IP 
Biloxi. Burkett and Event #1 champion, Blake Barousse, sit alone atop the Casino 
Champion leaderboard.  

 
The player who accumulates the most overall points in IP Biloxi’s twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments earns the title “Casino Champion” and receives an automatic entry into the $1 
million 2012-2013 WSOP Circuit National Championship, as will the winner of the IP Biloxi 
Main Event. All players who cash in ring events will receive points that apply to both the Casino 
Championship race and the season-long race to claim one of the 60 at-large National 
Championship bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on 
the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is a list of gold ring champions from IP Biloxi so far: 
 
EVENT #1: Blake Barousse defeated 202 players ($365 NLHE) for $15,757 
EVENT #2: Elisa Burkett defeated 103 players ($580 NLHE Turbo) for $15,449 
 
With the second tournament wrapped up, there are now 10 events remaining at the 2012-13 
WSOP Circuit at IP Casino Resort and Spa in Biloxi, MS that runs through August 20, 2012.  
 
FINAL RESULTS: 
 
FINISH NAME HOMETOWN PRIZE 
1  Elisa Burkett Braselton, GA $15,449 
2  JOEL WATTS Ocean Springs, MS $9,549 
3  Christopher Conrad Tallahassee, FL $6,799 
4  JAMES CHOQUETTE Austin, TX $4,939 
5  James Johnson Tifton, GA $3,659 
6  BERTEL LADNER Biloxi, MS $2,762 
7  Michael Hallen Tampa, FL $2,124 
8  CHARLES MCDANIEL Orange Beach, Al $1,664 
9  ED BRIDGES Spanish Fort, AL $1,327 
10  Katherine Bowen Gladewater, TX $1,076 
11  PHILLIP WEINBERG Gulfport, MS $1,076 
12  KIP JONES Denham Springs, LA $1,076 

 



For more information on the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at 
@WSOP or check us out on WSOP.com. For additional information, please contact: 
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 


