
   

 
 

2011/2012 World Series of Poker Circuit 
Caesars Atlantic City 

Event #1 
No-Limit Hold’em 
Buy-In: $300 (+45) 
Total Entries:  667 

Total Prize Pool:  $194,097 
March 1-2, 2012 

 
 

Official Final Results:  
 

1 Michael Mcguinness Toms River, NJ, US $39,790 

2 Riley Hilton Clintonville, WI, US $24,621 

3 Norman Rodriguez New York, NY, DO $18,059 

4 David Kim Flushing, NY, US $13,430 

5 Kevin Milton Stewartstown, PA, US $10,122 

6 Anthony Erekat LODI, NJ, US $7,731 

7 Matt Iles ATCO, NJ, US $5,982 

8 Peter Luo New York, NY, US $4,689 

9 John Ernst Oakhurst, NJ, US $3,723 

10 David Smith WALLS, MS, US $2,993 

11 Richard Migliorisi Brooklyn, NY, US $2,993 

12 Jesse Flickner PASADENA, MD, US $2,993 

13 Jeffrey Jagodzinski Perry Hall, MD, US $2,436 

14 Mehul Brahmhatt Edison, NJ, US $2,436 

15 Jonathan Sorcher LYNBROOK, NY, US $2,436 

16 Antonio Lombardi Brooklyn, NY, US $2,007 

17 Eric Crammer SHILLINGTON, PA, US $2,007 

18 Joseph Drew Scott Hummelstown, PA, US $2,007 

19 Michael Magor WOODMERE, NY, US $1,673 

20 Jason Lucas Bridgeport, OH, US $1,673 

21 Christian Farley W DEPTFORD, NJ, US $1,673 

22 Richard Rossetti PLEASANTVILLE, NJ, US $1,411 

23 Brian Hodhod MONTREAL, QC, CA $1,411 

24 Ateya Darwish Croydon, PA, US $1,411 

25 Anthony Mezzadonna BINGHAMTON, NY, US $1,205 

27 Joseph Nichols Nutley, NJ, US $1,205 

28 Brian Ali Brooklyn, NY, US $1,040 

29 Robert Mazza Toms River, NJ, US $1,040 

30 Edgardo Rosaario Orocouis, PR $1,040 



31 Benjamin Scherr Pikesville, MD, US $908 

32 Mark Goldstein Atlantic City, NJ, US $908 

33 Zachary Zahner Erie, PA, US $908 

34 Dennis Wallace Norfolk, VA, US $804 

35 Nhan Nguyen Atlantic City, NJ, US $804 

36 Jerry Stilwell Dublin, OH, US $804 

37 Richard Smith REMINGTON, VA, US $718 

38 Peter Tkachuk Vineland, NJ, US $718 

39 Thomas Davis Glen Burnie, MD, US $718 

40 Mark Borges GLEN ROCK, NJ, US $718 

41 Anthony Stopper WILLIAMSPORT, PA, US $718 

42 Ronald Stubing NEW ROCHELLE, NY, US $718 

43 Peter Bogdanowicz ARLINGTON, VA, US $718 

44 Daniel Dagostino Belleville, NJ, US $718 

45 Franco Grossi Colonia, NJ, US $718 

46 Steven Tsokris Port Jefferson Station, NY, US $648 

47 Joshua Braskett NEW EGYPT, NJ, US $648 

48 Daniel Beavers WHITE PLAINS, MD, US $648 

49 Christopher Boller Fair Lawn, NJ, US $648 

50 Abraham Faroni Penn Valley, PA, US $648 

51 David Costain ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH, US $648 

52 Jason Eisele ALLENTOWN, PA, US $648 

53 Sascha Pietrowski Sutton West, ON, CA $648 

54 John Alfera ARNOLD, PA, US $648 

55 Claire Chang Chandler, AZ, US $592 

56 Robert Scott Dallas, TX, US $592 

57 Mark Keiser Parlin, NJ, US $592 

58 Matthew Lope GLOUCESTER CITY, NJ, US $592 

59 Robert Manley BRICK, NJ, US $592 

60 Carroll Wojtyla Staten Island, NY, US $592 

61 Robert Lane Hampton, VA, US $592 

62 Daniel Tolly MOUNT HOLLY, NJ, US $592 

63 Harold Vasquez Philadelphia, PA, US $592 

64 Eugene Kim LATHAM, NY, US $543 

65 Derrick Reeser Centreville, VA, US $543 

66 Christian Carowick Cassville, PA, US $543 

67 Leonel Contreras KANSAS CITY, KS, US $543 

68 Travis Powell MILTON, PA, US $543 

69 Carlton Brumm GLOUCESTER, VA, US $543 

70 Robert Whitledge Slate Hill, NY, US $543 

71 Justin Teng Flushing, NY, US $543 

72 Ronnie Furr CONCORD, NC, US $543 

 
 
Tournament Report: 
 
 
Michael McGuinness Silences Bombastic Final Table – Lets His Cards and Chips Do All 
the Talking 
 
WSOP Circuit at Caesars Atlantic City Opens with 667-Player Field 
 



Poker Action on the Jersey Shore Continues through March 12th  
 
 
Atlantic City, NJ (March 2, 2012) – Michael McGuinness faced several challenges when he 
first sat down at the most recent World Series of Poker Circuit final table, played at Caesars 
Atlantic City. 
 
For one thing, he was ranked ninth out of ten players, in chips. 
 
Second, while the rest of the table jawed back and forth – trading off jokes, laughter, stories, 
and even some R-rated profanity -- McGuinness did his very best to tune out all the distractions 
and simply play his best game. 
 
Indeed, McGuinness remained patient throughout the competition and pretty much allowed his 
cards and chip to do all the talking.  While some opponents guzzled beers like it was tap water, 
and others chattered away incessantly with their thoughts of a variety of unrelated subjects, 
McGuinness kept his mouth shut, his head down, and his hands and arms in motion.  More 
often than not, he was the one pushing his chips in one direction, and then raking in pots in the 
other.  By the time the tournament and ended, McGuinness had defeated and silenced all those 
who hoped for their own victory, their dreams deafened by the sound of the official photographer 
snapping portraits of the winner in a post-tournament victory parade at the final table.   
 
The celebration was particularly sweet given that McGuinness came in second in an event 
played last year on the WSOP Circuit.  At the Eastern Regional at Harrah’s Atlantic City (which 
is no longer being held), the ex-cop finished in second place.  He recalled being pleased with 
the showing in that $10,000 event.  But the sting of defeat still lingered. 
 
The ultimate payoff took place on this night, a blustery night on the Atlantic City Boardwalk.  
Once he was able to double up, McGuinness was never in serious danger of elimination.  It 
goes to prove the old saying, that the quiet one is the one you have to watch out for. 
 
 McGuinness is a 43-year-old retired police officer.  He previously worked as a New Jersey 
State Trooper.  He now resides in Toms River, NJ. 
 
The new poker champion enjoyed quite a payday -- $39,790 for the victory.  He was also 
presented with the WSOP Circuit gold ring, which is the ultimate token of achievement for 
victory.  This was his first WSOPC win. 
 
…………… 
 
The first of a dozen gold ring tournaments began Thursday with Event #1 – a $345 buy-in No-
Limit Hold’em competition.  This was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit 
schedule at Caesars Atlantic City.  The tourney attracted 667 entries.  The total prize pool came 
to $194,097.  The top 72 players were paid.  All players who cashed received WSOP Circuit 
National Championship ranking points. 
 
Among those who cashed was Brain Ali (New York, NY), the winner of last year’s Main Event 
Championship, here at Caesars Atlantic City.  He finished in 28th place. 
 
A full list of all players who cashed in Event #1 can be seen at WSOP.COM 
 
The tournament was played over two consecutive days, starting on Thursday.  Only 39 survivors 
took seats on the second day of action, played on Friday. 
 



Following five hours of play on Day Two, the final table was set.  The ten finalists and their 
starting chip counts were as follows: 
 
SEAT 1:  Michael McGuinness (Toms River, NJ) – 240,000 in chips   
SEAT 2:  Peter Luo (Brooklyn, NY) – 491,000 in chips 
SEAT 3:  David Kim (Flushing, NY) – 547,000 in chips 
SEAT 4:  John Ernst (Oakhurst, NJ) – 1,100,000 in chips 
SEAT 5:  Norman Rodriguez (New York, NY) – 646,000 in chips 
SEAT 6:  David Smith (Walls, MS) – 174,000 in chips 
SEAT 7:  Anthony Erekat (Lodi, NJ) – 666,000 in chips 
SEAT 8:  Matt Iles (Atco, NJ) – 1,600,000 in chips 
SEAT 9:  Kevin Milton (Stewartstown, PA) – 737,000 in chips 
SEAT 10:  Riley Hilton (Clintonville, WI) – 465,000 in chips 
 
The final table featured only one former WSOP Circuit gold ring winner (Anthony Erekat).  Once 
he went out in sixth place, a first-time champion was guaranteed.  A few of the players were 
experienced professionals who had enjoyed previous tournament success.  The most notable of 
the dangerous group was Matt Iles, with more than $3 million in career tournament earnings. 
 
Given Iles’ great success, it was no surprise he arrived with the chip lead.  In fact, he and John 
Ernst had a combined 2.7 million, which represented nearly 40 percent of the chips in play. 
 
Astoundingly, Iles and Ernst would end up among the first players eliminated, leaving a less-
experienced group of finalists to battle for the championship. 
 
The final playing session began at 8:30 pm local time.  Play finished at 1:30 am making the total 
duration about five hours.  The official order of finish was as follows:   
 
10th Place – David Smith was the first player to bust out.  He arrived with the shortest stack and 
lasted only a few hands.  Smith is a retiree from the Memphis area.  He is also a “Life Master” at 
bridge.  Smith previously finished as the runner up in a WSOP Circuit event, so this was his 
second time to make a deep run in a gold ring tournament. 
 
9th Place – John Ernst went out next, ending up in ninth place.  His early departure was 
somewhat of a surprise, given that he was ranked second in chips when the final table began.  
Nothing went right for Ernst during his short stay.  This was the first WSOP-related cash for the 
college student from Oakhurst, NJ.  However, he did win an event last year and the Borgata in 
Atlantic City. 
 
8th Place – Peter Luo finished in eighth place.  He is from Brooklyn, NY.  This marked Luo’s first 
time ever to cash in a WSOP event. 
 
7th Place – Matt Iles ended up in seventh place.  He had to look upon the final few hours of the 
tournament as a great disappointment.  Iles began with what appeared to be a formidable stack.  
Combined with his experience, he was clearly the player to beat.  But as is the case with poker 
tournaments, nothing is predictable.  The poker pro from Atco, NJ with millions in tournament 
winnings hit the rail during the third hour of play.   
  
6th Place – Anthony Erekat, from Lodi, NJ made the most of his time at the final table.  He 
finished in sixth place.  Erekat was one of the players who made things both fun and interesting 
for spectators and viewers alike.  Talking and joking throughout play, he behaved much like it 
was a typical Friday night poker game.  Unfortunately, the cards did not match his personality 
and he ended up with a middle of the pack finish.  This was his third WSOP Circuit final table 
appearance.  He won a gold ring at Harrah’s Atlantic City back in 2008. 
  



5th Place – Kevin Milton finished in fifth place.  He is a 40-year-old systems analyst from 
Stewartstown, PA.  Milton has quite an impressive record, given that he does not play in many 
major tournaments.  He’s cashed three out of the last four times he’s played on the WSOP 
Circuit, including an 18th-place showing in a 1,000-plus player field earlier at Harrah’s Atlantic 
City.  This performance wasn’t too shabby either, which was worth a five-figure payout. 
  
4th Place – David Kim was the fourth-place finisher.  He is a 21-year old college student from 
Flushing, NY.  This was Kim’s first time to cash on the WSOP, which paid $13,430. 
 
3rd Place – Norman Rodriguez came in third place.  The Dominican-born poker player now 
living in New York made a good run, but took a tough beat on his final hand.  Rodriguez earned 
a well-deserved $18,059 in prize money . 
 
2nd Place – Wild man Riley Hilton finished as the runner up.  The Canadian-born blackjack 
dealer now living in Clintonville, WI was nearly the star of the reality show.  He put on a display 
that was as good as it gets, so far as poker theatre goes.  Hilton kept taking from start to finish.  
His behavior brought out the most from the sizable crowd of spectators, who played along with 
Hilton’s act like they were extras in a movie comedy.  Hilton was certainly the player everyone 
was watching and he early pulled off the ultimate gambit of glory, being able to drink, laugh, tell 
jokes – at the same time while inning a major poker tournament.  Nonetheless, Hilton certainly 
enjoyed himself and had $24,621 worth of prize money to erase any disappointment. 
 
When heads-up play began, McGuinness enjoyed a significant chip advantage over Hilton.  The 
final hand came only about twenty minutes into the duel and proceeded as follows: 
 
McGuinness:  Td 3h       
Hilton:  Kd Jh   
Flop:  Qs Jc 9s       
Turn:  3c   
River:  Kc   
 
Hilton was down by about a 5 to 1 margin when the last hand was dealt.  After the flop came 
with middle pair (along with an inside straight draw), Hilton shoved.  McGuiness had plenty of 
chips and made the call with an outside straight draw.  One the river, McGuinness caught the 
perfect card, making his straight.  He was declared the new champion. 
 
1st Place – Michael McGuinness became the first WSOP Circuit champion crowned this year at 
Caesars Atlantic City.  He won his biggest payout ever – totaling $39,790 for the victory.  He 
was also presented with his first gold ring following a runner-up finish in his previous WSOP 
Circuit final table appearance.  His victory including a stunning comeback at the final table, 
rocketing from ninth place when play began, up to first place. 
 
With his victory, McGuinness moves into the top spot as the early leader in this WSOP Circuit’s 
“Best All-Around Player” standings.  The player who accumulates the most overall points in 
Caesar’s Atlantic City’s twelve combined gold ring tournaments receives a pre-paid entry into 
the $1 million 2011-2012 WSOP Circuit National Championship.  At least two players from this 
tournament series will qualify for the WSOP Circuit National Championship, which is classified 
as a WSOP gold bracelet event.  The other automatic qualifier will be the winner of Main Event 
championship (to be held March 10-12). 
 
With the first tournament wrapped up, there are still 11 more gold ring events remaining in what 
is being billed as a “12 rings in 12 days” poker series.  The WSOP Circuit at Caesars Atlantic 
City continues through March 12th.  This year’s schedule includes not only all the gold ring 
events, but multiple second-chance tournaments, single table and mega satellites, plus cash 
games going around the clock inside the action-packed poker room 



 
……………….. 
 
MORE ABOUT THE WSOP CIRCUIT AT CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY 
 
The World Series of Poker Circuit is taking place at Caesars Atlantic City, one of the East 
Coast’s premier gaming and entertainment destinations. 
 
Indeed, this marks the seventh consecutive season that Caesars Atlantic City has hosted a 
WSOP Circuit stop.  The luxurious casino resort has been a flagship of poker action since the 
first WSOP tournament took place, back in 2006. 
 
This year’s “12 Rings in 12 Days” series is taking place March 1-12.  As has been the case for 
all previous major poker events, all action is held inside an expansive grand ballroom located on 
the second floor, adjacent to the main casino.  In past years, the entire ballroom has been 
packed to capacity with players, as many of Caesars Atlantic City’s events have sold out.  
Attendance for Atlantic City’s WSOP tournaments has consistently remained high, despite the 
spread of poker and tournaments to other venues in nearby states and plenty of healthy 
competition throughout the Northeast.  
 
This will be the 12th of 17 stops of the 2011-2012 World Series of Poker Circuit season.  Just 
three months ago, Harrah's Atlantic City hosted the first of two New Jersey appearances by the 
WSOP Circuit and its players.  Attendance surpassed what many observers were projecting, 
which leads one to believe a repeat of a successful tournament series is inevitable. 
 
Aside from great poker tournament action and live games, there’s plenty to do on the Jersey 
Shore during March.  The casino-resort is located adjacent to the world most famous Boardwalk 
on the Atlantic Ocean.  While the WSOP is in town, Atlantic City is hosting its famous 
“Restaurant Week,” which is a seven-day celebration of great cuisine.  Atlantic City Restaurant 
Week takes place March 3-10.  Many restaurants within a short distance of Caesars Atlantic 
City are participating in the food and wine festival. 
 
There's a lot at stake for poker players who will make their way to the Jersey Shore.  Not only 
are a dozen gold rings up for grabs, lots of prize money will also be awarded to those who cash.  
All players who finish in the money will also earn ranking points, which are used to determine 
finalists for the season-ending WSOP Circuit National Championship. 
   
Since the season began in September, all tournament players have been in the running for 100 
guaranteed pre-paid seats in the $1 million WSOP Circuit National Championship finale – which 
will be a WSOP gold bracelet event to be played in Las Vegas, around the time of the World 
Series of Poker. 
 
To see the complete Caesars Atlantic City tournament schedule, please visit WSOP.com. 
 
Stay tuned to WSOP.com for the latest reports and updates from Caesars Atlantic City.  
WSOP.com will carry a LIVE VIDEO STREAM of every final table, starting most afternoons. 
 
 
 
Note:  Be sure and follow all WSOP news and updates on Twitter @wsop 
 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, please contact:   
Nolan Dalla (WSOP Media Director) at (702) 358-4642 
e-mail:  nolandalla@aol.com 



Or visit official website:  www.wsop.com 
 

http://www.wsop.com/

