
 

 
2011-2012 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Season Eight 
Choctaw Casino Resort 

Durant, Oklahoma 
Final Report 

Ring Event #1 
No-Limit Hold’em Re-Entry 

Buy-In: $345 
Entries: 1,219 

Prize Pool: $353,379

A RING FOR EACH YEAR 
 
Justin Gardenhire Scores Two Rings in Two Years at Choctaw. 
 
Durant, OK (January 15, 2012) — This is the second year Choctaw Casino Resort has played host to a 
WSOP Circuit. Last year’s tournament series was a mega success, and the good word travelled fast as 
people from the Dallas area continued to show up in bunches for their shot at a gold ring in 2012. 
 
In 2011, more than 4,700 made the journey to Choctaw in pursuit of Circuit glory. This year, they picked 
up right where they left off, with attendance in Event 1 up more than 30 percent over last year’s opener. 
 
Event 1 was a $345 No-Limit Hold’em Re-Entry tournament, and it kicked off the 12 ring events 
scheduled to take place at Choctaw. The mammoth field boasted 1,219 entrants, all chasing the $62,709 
first prize. Justin Gardenhire stood above the rest and became poker’s most recent victor. He bested the 
second largest Circuit field of 2011-2012 and scored his second Circuit title in the process. 
 
The setting was familiar. Gardenhire’s rail knew it. He was sitting in the same seat of the same final table 
he was at last year when he won his first ring. Gardenhire beat 388 people that year to pocket better than 
$40,000. This year, the result – like the table draw – was the same.   
 
The two-day tournament took the better part of 30 hours to complete. Day 1A saw 493 entrants whittled 
down to just 59. With 726 entrants, Day 1B’s field was the larger of the two starting days and sent 99 
players to Day 2. In all, 158 players returned for the second and final day of play. 
 
As mentioned before, attendance has been tremendous at Choctaw. More than 900 runners filled the 
tournament floor for Event 2, causing Event 1’s restart to be pushed to back from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., giving 
tournament staff an extra hour to free up tables. The one-hour delay did not bother Gardenhire as he 
masterfully worked his way to a win. 
 
---------- 
 
The official final table of nine was not reached until after 2 a.m., at which time tournament staff explained 
play was likely to go on several hours and gave the players the option to bag their chips and play to a 
winner the following day. The response from the players was a resounding, let’s play. With that, cards 
were back in the air. 
 
The final nine chip stacks were as follows: 
 
SEAT 1 Daniel Orr (Graham, TX) – 1,455,000 
SEAT 2 Patrick Carroll (Fremont, CA) – 1,979,000 



SEAT 3 Justin Gardenhire (Ponca City, OK) – 480,000 
SEAT 4 Greg Douglas (Edmond, OK) – 480,000 
SEAT 5 Dennis Motley (Oklahoma City, OK) – 2,950,000 
SEAT 6 Russell Belt (Emerson, AR) – 90,000 
SEAT 7 Isaac Do (Dallas, TX) – 920,000 
SEAT 8 Aaron Lee Salone (Haltom City, TX) – 1,165,000 
SEAT 9 Carson Parker (Yukon, OK) – 2,300,000 
 
Ninth Place: Russell Belt came to the final table as an extreme short stack and never had a realistic shot 
at making a run toward his first ring. Belt is a 33-year-old from Magnolia, Arkansas. This was his second 
WSOPC cash and second final table. 
 
Eighth Place: Gregory Douglas also came to the final at a severe chip disadvantage. At only 22-years-
old, Douglas now has three WSOPC in-the-money finishes including two final tables. 
 
Seventh Place: Daniel Orr was one of the least experienced players at the table. His $9,859 payout 
marked his first cash. He is a 68-year-old retiree from Henderson, Nevada. 
 
Sixth Place: Carson Parker is a 21-year-old poker player from Yukon, Oklahoma. This was his first in-
the-money finish. 
 
Fifth Place: Isaac Do’s poker resume is littered with cashes at Choctaw, but his fifth place finish marked 
his deepest run yet. He earned $16,450. Do is 38-years-old and was born in Vietnam. He now lives in 
Dallas. 
 
Fourth Place: This was Aaron Salone’s first cash and first final table. His poker ambition is to play in the 
World Series of Poker in Las Vegas. He is a 22-year-old construction worker from Haltom City, Texas. 
 
Third Place: Patrick Carroll’s third-place finish marked his first-ever WSOPC cash. At only 20 years old, 
he undoubtedly has a lifetime filled with final tables ahead of him. He lives in Fremont, California. 
 
Second Place: Dennis Motley played rock solid poker throughout the final table. Unfortunately, the chip 
lead was unable to propel him into the winner’s circle, and he finished the tournament as the runner up. 
He is a 65-year-old air traffic controller from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. This was his first cash. 
 
First Place: The champion of Event 1 at Choctaw Casino Resort was Justin Gardenhire. This was 
Gardenhire’s second gold-ring victory and seventh WSOP cash. He now has over $100,000 in career 
earnings at the WSOP. He is 30 years old and married with one child. He resides in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma. 
 
Results: 
 
FINISH  NAME  HOMETOWN  PRIZE 
1  Justin Gardenhire  PONCA CITY, OK, US  $62,709 
2  Dennis Motley  Oklahoma City, OK, US  $38,872 
3  Patrick Carroll  Fremont, CA, US  $28,528 
4  Aaron Salone  Haltom City, TX, US  $21,556 
5  Isaac Do  Murphy, TX, US  $16,450 
6  Carson Parker  Bethany, OK, US  $12,662 
7  Daniel Orr  LAUGHLIN, NV, US  $9,859 
8  Gregory Douglas  Tulsa, OK, US  $7,767 
9  Russell Belt  Magnolia, AR, US  $6,191 
10  Don Readhimer  SHREVEPORT, LA, US  $4,990 
11  Mel Romero  Austin, TX, US  $4,990 
12  Athipoo Phahurat  ROGERS, AR, US  $4,990 
13  Jason Cole  Red Oak, TX, US  $4,067 
14  Sterling Savill  Dover, FL, US  $4,067 



15  Shelby Standley  Spring, TX, US  $4,067 
16  Barry Barron  FLOWER MOUND, TX, US  $3,354 
17  Austin Held  COPPELL, TX, US  $3,354 
18  Arlie Brandvold  Carrington, ND, US  $3,354 
19  Ryan Freeman  The Woodlands, TX, US  $2,795 
20  Clifford Fisher  ADDISON, TX, US  $2,795 
21  Mario Silvestri  COLLEYVILLE, TX, US  $2,795 
22  William Mccracken  BOLIVAR, MO, US  $2,354 
23  James Hatfield  Carrollton, TX, US  $2,354 
24  Keith Wieland  CARLSBAD, CA, US  $2,354 
25  Howard Gold  Richardson, TX, US  $2,004 
26  Brian Adams  Sherman, TX, US  $2,004 
27  Eric Garcia  San Angelo, TX, US  $2,004 
28  Russell Malixi  Santa Monica, CA, US  $1,724 
29  Ricky Green  AUSTIN, TX, US  $1,724 
30  Ross Bybee  MCKINNEY, TX, US  $1,724 
31  Travis Lutes  CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN, US  $1,498 
32  Jacob Phillips  Ozark, MO, US  $1,498 
33  Waymon Preston  Dallas, TX, US  $1,498 
34  William Saunders  Providence Village, TX, US  $1,318 
35  John Fagg  TERRE HAUTE, IN, US  $1,318 
36  Preston Roberts  Tulsa, OK, US  $1,318 
37  Robert Maxwell  Iowa Park, TX, US  $1,170 
38  Arkadiusz Podsiadlo  Flower Mound, TX, US  $1,170 
39  Drew Briley  Richardson, TX, US  $1,170 
40  Jason Mayfield  CABOT, AR, US  $1,170 
41  Benjamin Reason  WHITEHOUSE, TX, US  $1,170 
42  Wilfredo Carrion  Justin, TX, US  $1,170 
43  Aaron Ruppert  NORMAN, OK, US  $1,170 
44  Jared Pitcock  Richardson, TX, US  $1,170 
45  Anne Sidari  AUSTIN, TX, US  $1,170 
46  James Grant  San Antonio, TX, US  $1,050 
47  Patty Axland  Plano, TX, US  $1,050 
48  Craig Sanders  Colony, TX, US  $1,050 
49  Anthony Damore  FRISCO, TX, US  $1,050 
50  Glenn McCracken  Fayetteville, AR, US  $1,050 
51  Doug Carli  ALLIANCE, OH, US  $1,050 
52  Brandon Gilliam  Celeste, TX, US  $1,050 
53  Jason Sirkel  Spring, TX, US  $1,050 
54  Max Gretschel  SPRING, TX, US  $1,050 
55  Shain Matthews  Marysville, CA, US  $951 
56  Joe Romero  MESQUITE, TX, US  $951 
57  Alvin Johnson  Fort Worth, TX, US  $951 
58  James Carroll  Frisco, TX, US  $951 
59  Alan Leach  FORT WORTH, TX, US  $951 
60  Mark Swafford  Lake Kiowa, TX, US  $951 
61  Huy Nguyen  OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, US  $951 
62  Joe Deluna  SAN ANTONIO, TX, US  $951 
63  Samuel Driver  GAINESVILLE, TX, US  $951 
64  David Lorton  MESQUITE, TX, US  $869 



65  Archibald Vanhorn  ADA, OK, US  $869 
66  Marybeth Searcy  Rudy, AR, US  $869 
67  Michael Brown  FLOWER MOUND, TX, US  $869 
68  Adam Stone  Tyler, TX, US  $869 
69  Mark Morono  Houston, TX, US  $869 
70  Phillip Hui  SAN ANTONIO, TX, US  $869 
71  Louis Barlow  Oklahoma City, OK, US  $869 
72  Michael Cockrell  Richardson, TX, US  $869 
73  L Mcbride  Shreveport, LA, US  $799 
74  Jason Bellamy  San Antonio, TX, US  $799 
75  Brian Whitlow  Mansfield, TX, US  $799 
76  Dung Tran  Pearland, TX, US  $799 
77  Samuel Lee  Mannford, OK, US  $799 
78  Jason Benanzer  Tulsa, OK, US  $799 
79  Samuel Murphy  CEDAR HILL, TX, US  $799 
80  Ryan Cardoza  Odessa, TX, US  $799 
81  Reynaldo Cantu  Mcallen, TX, US  $799 
82  Phu Vo  Grand Prairie, TX, US  $735 
83  Rex Clinkscales  LAS VEGAS, NV, US  $735 
84  Matthew Westhoff  Plano, TX, US  $735 
85  Travis Green  Victoria, TX, US  $735 
86  Ronald Neuman  Piedmont, OK, US  $735 
87  Vivian Belcher  ROWLETT, TX, US  $735 
88  Abteen Vaziri  DALLAS, TX, US  $735 
89  Frank Berry  SPICEWOOD, TX, US  $735 
90  Kenneth Blanton  CADDO MILLS, TX, US  $735 
91  Daniel Cooke  Parker, TX, US  $675 
92  Eric Carr  PLANO, TX, US  $675 
93  Jie Zhang  Plano, TX, US  $675 
94  Jacob Crowley  McKinney, TX, US  $675 
95  Brian Adams  Sherman, TX, US  $675 
96  Trey McCann  ROCKWALL, TX, US  $675 
97  Johnnie Collins  RICHARDSON, TX, US  $675 
98  Robert Ford  GARLAND, TX, US  $675 
99  George Bronstein  Briarcliff, TX, US  $675 
100  Donovan Darland  STAFFORD, VA, US  $622 
101  Michael Medulan  SOUTHLAKE, TX, US  $622 
102  Kristi Roberts  TYLER, TX, US  $622 
103  Jeffrey Prince  AUSTIN, TX, US  $622 
104  Kyle Cartwright  BARTLETT, TN, US  $622 
105  Patricia Cardner  ROUND ROCK, TX, US  $622 
106  Michael Insall  FLOWER MOUND, TX, US  $622 
107  David Balli  ROCKWALL, TX, US  $622 
108  Melvin Roberts  WICHITA FALLS, TX, US  $622 
109  Gregory Burns  FLOWER MOUND, TX, US  $572 
110  Michael Tripplet  CHARLOTTE, MI, US  $572 
111  Jay Cockerell  PLANO, TX, US  $572 
112  Robert Chavez  DALLAS, TX, US  $572 
113  John Clark  Grand Prairie, TX, US  $572 
114  David Connolly  Van Alstyne, TX, US  $572 



115  Campbell Davis  ROWLETT, TX, US  $572 
116  Gregory Lott  GARLAND, TX, US  $572 
117  Cuong Pham  Hutto, TX, US  $572 
118  Gregory Anthony  Frisco, TX, US  $527 
119  Dennis Myers  FRISCO, TX, US  $527 
120  Eric Thompson  TULSA, OK, US  $527 
121  James Lee  YUKON, OK, US  $527 
122  Joseph Callis  ANGLETON, TX, US  $527 
123  John Phan  Sherman, TX, US  $527 
124  Terry Queen  BROKEN BOW, OK, US  $527 
125  Arthur Jones  DALLAS, TX, US  $527 
126  CHARLES POLLARD  ROWLETT, TX, US  $527 
127  William Cole  MURRIETA, CA, US  $527 
128  Johnny Loza  Irving, TX, US  $527 
129  GREGORY RICH  CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO, US  $527 
130  JOHN GARNICA  LEWISVILLE, TX, US  $527 
131  Anthony Daher  SAINT LOUIS, MO, US  $527 
132  Michael Bollinger  HALSTEAD, KS, US  $527 
133  PAUL AVILA  ROWLETT, TX, US  $527 
134  Randy Williams  Carrollton, TX, US  $527 
135  JAMES JACOBS  FREDERICK, OK, US  $527 

 
WSOP Circuit events continue at Choctaw Casino Resort through January 23rd. The Main Event will take 
place January 21st. 
 
Follow us on Twitter @WSOP or “like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/worldseriesofpoker. 
 
For more information, contact Lukas Willems, WSOP media coordinator 
Email: lukasmwillems@gmail.com 
 
  


