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RICK FITZGERALD PUSHES THROUGH TO 2ND GOLD RING 

One-day tournament leaves Rick Fitzgerald with Circuit title number two. 

With skill, patience, and some necessary luck, Rick Fitzgerald pushed all the way to a 
second World Series of Poker gold ring in the wee hours of Monday morning at the 
Horseshoe Council Bluffs Circuit. The 47-year-old from Sioux Falls, South Dakota topped 
the 136-entry field in Event #4: $400 No-Limit Hold'em (1 Day). 

Event #4 featured 20-minute levels throughout, making for a speedy tournament structure. 
Play appeared to be moving normally and in standard Turbo fashion.  That is, until the 
unofficial final table was reached, which is when an irregular stretch began. 

It seemed as if everyone was shorted stacked, but at the same time, no one could get 
knocked out. Improbable double ups were a continual occurrence, the chip leader going 
into the final table dropped in eighth place, and eventually the options were simply open 
shove, or fold, for every player. 

“You know, I’ve been short stacked the entire tournament… I’ve been short stacked so 
many tournaments anyway, so I have so much practice,” said Fitzgerald “You just have to 
pretend like you have a regular stack and just push or fold, and at the end of the game that’s 
what it was. That’s what won it.” 

A very important stroke of luck manifested for Fitzgerald when play was down to seven-
handed. Fitzgerald was at risk with ace-deuce and unfortunately ran into another ace with 
a much better kicker. With only one card to come, a deuce hit the board, reviving Fitzgerald 
when all seemed to be lost. 



 

 

Fitzgerald apologized for the suck out and mentioned that he did not like winning hands 
that way. However, by that time, come-from-behind wins were such a common theme at 
the final table, it came at no surprise to the other players and they did not fault him. 

Moving forward, Fitzgerald continued to hang around and ultimately made it to heads-up 
action where he defeated a tough opponent in Kenneth Reed-Bouley. Seizing another 
victory with the WSOPC, Fitzgerald exuded the same amount of emotion as the first, with a 
burst of excitement when the final pot was deemed his. 

For the win, Fitzgerald was awarded $12,565 along with his newly acquired second ring. 
Fitzgerald won his first gold ring a little over two years ago at the Harvey's Lake Tahoe 
Circuit stop. 

“This one almost feels better because it like validates me. But, I play for people who are not 
here anymore, so that means the world to me,” said Fitzgerald. 

Following his achievement, Fitzgerald humbly revealed playing in honor of his relatives 
who have since pasted. He was happy and thankful for the win. Fitzgerald even mentioned 
a shout out to his cat, Scooter.  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Rick Fitzgerald 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Current Residence:   Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Age:     47 
Occupation:  Construction Worker 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 1
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