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Circuit Stop: Bicycle Casino   

  (Bell Gardens, Calif.)  

Event:  Omaha Hi/Lo 8 or Better 

Buy-in:  $400 

Date:   7 March 2019 

Entries: 115 

Prizepool: $37,950

 

DENIS BILODEAU WINS OMAHA 8 FOR 1ST GOLD RING  

From last to first, Denis Bilodeau seizes gold in comeback fashion, beating Ari Engel heads up. 

Denis Bilodeau completed a true comeback victory on the World Series of Poker Circuit 
stage at the Bike Circuit series. The 51-year-old closed out Event #4: $400 Omaha Hi/Lo 8 
or Better to win $11,380 and his first gold ring after being severely short stacked. 

Event #4 was a two-day affair that drew 115 entries and sought to pay out the top-12 
finishers. At the end of Day 1 there were just 14 players remaining. 

The handful of survivors moved to Day 2, which began at 1:00 p.m. Thursday. Among the 
advancing players, gold ring owner Sokchheka Pho held the chip lead and all the way at the 
other end of the counts was a dwindled Bilodeau. 

“I only had 26,000 and I was the absolute short stack,” Bilodeau said. “I was just patient and 
I chipped up. I got hands and I chipped up. It’s amazing. 

From last to first, Bilodeau implemented patience, made the money, then climbed all the 
way up the ranks to a chip-leading position. 

Eventually, the Traffic Engineer from Orange, California found himself head up against a 
Goliath of the game, Ari Engel. In the end, Engel could not overcome Bilodeau's chip lead 
and the nine-time Circuit title holder narrowly missed out on defending his Omaha Hi/Lo 
title at the Bike and reaching double digits in the all-time gold ring count. 



 

 

Not only did Bilodeau pick up a debut gold ring for himself, it was first cash with the WSOP 
and a five-figure one at that. 

“I’m mainly a recreational player. Although, I always go out the first weekend of the WSOP 
because they’ve got the $1,500 O[maha] 8. The series in Vegas is such a rush,” Bilodeau 
mentioned. He continued to touch on his poker background with, “The mix games are my 
absolute favorite, so I always try to catch these.” 

It was a good thing Bilodeau caught the Omaha 8 ring event, otherwise his epic comeback 
story would have never come to fruition. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Denis Bilodeau 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Orange, Calif. 
Current Residence:   Orange, Calif. 

Age:     51 
Occupation:  Traffic Engineer 

WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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