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Circuit Stop: Potawatomi (Milwaukee, Wis.)  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em (1 Day)  

Buy-in:  $400 

Date:   10 February 2019 

Entries: 264 

Prizepool: $87,120

 

JEFF TUNKEL WINS TURBO FOR 1ST GOLD RING 

Salesman from Chicago capitalizes on one-day ring event. 

Jeff Tunkel came away with his first World Series of Poker gold ring at the Potawatomi 
Circuit series, capitalizing on a small window of opportunity. The Salesman from Chicago, 
Illinois had just one day free to travel to the Milwaukee, Wisconsin Circuit stop. 

Fortunately, there was a 24-hour tournament that lined up with Tunkel’s schedule, Event 
#11: $400 No-Limit Hold'em (1 Day). It was a long, “wild” day for Tunkel admitted. 
However, by the end of the turbo-style tournament, which drew a field of 264 entrants, 
Tunkel had amassed all the chips in play, granting him a debut gold ring and $21,347. 

“Yeah, I made some good decisions, was kind of fearless; just got to come out here for one 
day and play, so I just wanted to compete and got lucky,” said Tunkel. 

Tunkel is no stranger to the poker world, but has been out of the game for a while. 

“I really don’t get to play that much anymore because I’m in a sales job,” Tunkel mentioned. 
“But, I use to play quite a bit, in a previous life. I quit playing… in like 2011ish.” 

The Chicago resident has not cashed with the WSOP since a 4th-place finish at the 
Hammond Circuit in 2011. Nonetheless, Tunkel’s overall earnings stand over $200,000. 
Majority of the sum, $154,194 to be exact, stems from an impressive, 62nd-place finish in 
the 2007 No-Limit Hold’em Main Event Championship in Las Vegas. 

Though the bulk of Tunkel’s poker days may be behind him, the husband and father now 
has a piece of WSOP hardware, proving he still has got the skill. 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?tid=3482&grid=309
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?tid=3482&grid=309


 

 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Jeff Tunkel 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Chicago, Ill. 
Current Residence:   Chicago, Ill. 

Occupation:  Sales 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
JEFF TUNKEL’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1544&tid=17195&dayof=171951&rr=-1
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1544&tid=17195&dayof=171951&rr=-1
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=24031
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=24031
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/17195-winner-photo.jpg

