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JOE SIRACUSA GRABS 1ST GOLD RING 

New York native secures Atlantic City Circuit redemption with Monster Stack win. 

Joe Siracusa ended up a champion at the World Series of Poker Circuit stop at Harrah’s Atlantic 

City. The 39-year-old conquered a field of 344 entrants in Event #2: $365 No-Limit Hold’em 

Monster Stack Re-Entry to win $23,737 and a coveted gold ring. 

It was a Monster Stack featuring unlimited re-entry and two separate starting flights. Siracusa 

bagged as the Flight B chip leader. Going into the final ten players, he managed to redeem an 

advantageous position, this time as co-chip leader.  

The final stretch was far from a quick outing. With so many chips in play, it was grueling road 

that certainly put the player’s perseverance to the test. Eventually, it boiled down to two New 

Yorkers heads up for the title, Siracusa and Shawn Stroke. 

It did not take long for a giant clash to surface. Stroke and Siracusa, both holding about half the 

chips in play, got it all in on the flop. Stroke had pocket aces and was ahead, but Siracusa had a 

flush draw. A diamond hit on the turn, making Siracusa's flush. Stroke held the ace of diamonds, 

giving him some outs, but the river was no help. 

After a thorough comparison of the two chip stacks, it was revealed that Siracusa had Stroke 

covered by a small margin and a champion was deemed. 

“First ring, I came in third in the same event about seven years back,” Siracusa mentioned “So 

yeah, I really wanted it this time. I was really glad to get the ring.” 



 

 

It was a redemption victory for Siracusa. The Crane Operator, who has been playing poker 

recreationally for about seven, or eight, years, placed third at the New Jersey Circuit stop back in 

2008 when the tournaments were held at Caesars Atlantic City. 

Siracusa may be back for more ring events this week and most likely the Main Event, which 

begins next weekend, but for now he has a momentous story to take home to his family in 

Rockland County. 

“I got three kids at home, so I have to get home to the wife, give her some relief,” said Siracusa. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Joe Siracusa 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Nyack, N.Y. 
Current Residence:   New City, N.Y. 
 

Age:     39 
Profession:    Crane Operator 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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