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 JONATHAN TAMAYO WINS FOURTH RING IN $580 PLO      

Poker pro from Texas wins ring and $10,120 in a game he hasn’t played a hand of in two 

years. 

Jonathan Tamayo is running out of fingers on his hand to put all his Circuit rings on. He 

won his fourth ring on Wednesday afternoon, but it wasn’t in the game he thought he 

would have a chance at winning.  

Tamayo defeated 54 entries to earn $10,120 in the $580 pot-limit Omaha. They came back 

on the final day with three players remaining. Tamayo was the short stack but came 
outlasted Vincent Moscati and defeated Paul Lui heads-up to earn the hardware.  

Despite the victory, this isn’t a game that Tamayo is proficient in. He hasn’t played pot-limit 

Omaha in a very long time and only played the event to chase points for the Global Casino 
Championship.  

“It feels really good,” said Tamayo. “Especially since I haven’t played this game in two 

years.”  

After the win, Tamayo downplayed any skill involved in his victory. He gives almost all the 

credit to Lady Luck.  

“I ended up making the best hand on the river after getting it in a lot,” said Tamayo with a 

laugh. “I had four cards. So, I was like ‘I have a flush draw and a gutter. Okay, let’s go.’ I had 
no idea what I was doing.”  



 

 

Tamayo wasn’t confident in the specific variant of poker, but he’s a talented poker player 

and was able to use his card sense from no-limit hold’em to have a sense as to when to 
apply pressure and when to hit the brakes.  

He was able to maneuver his way through the field, but there was still a ton of information 

he was making decisions without.  

“Well, you can figure that out from no-limit hold’em stuff,” said Tamayo about applying 

pressure and using ICM to his advantage. “But it’s weird because I don’t know the equity. 

So, I’m halfway guessing.”  

With his limited knowledge of how hand equities run against each other, the fact he came 

into the day as the short stack only helped his cause. Any mistake he makes would be 

minimized since he isn’t very deep.  

“When you have less chips, the hands play easier because I don’t have to think as much,” 

said Tamayo.  

Along with the first-place money and the fourth ring, Tamayo got what he came for – 

points. The win netted him 50 points and he isn’t going to stop there. The 32-year-old 

Cornell graduate’s first thought was to late register the final event of the series, the $580 

no-limit hold’em turbo.  

“I was points chasing, so I’m going to hop in right away,” said Tamayo. “I’m going to hop in 
right away, especially because now I think I can get Casino Champion.”  

With 75 points at this stop, he sits 7.5 points behind the leader, Ryan Buckholtz. A deep run 

from Tamayo in the final event would do more than just get him points, it could secure his 

spot in the Global Casino Championship, which is what he was looking to do from the 
beginning.  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Jonathan Tamayo  
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Humble, TX   
Current Residence: Humble, TX  

Age: 32 
Profession: Professional Poker Player 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 3
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