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 MIKE SHARIATI EARNS FIRST RING WITH BOUNTY WIN      

Shariati’s journey from Iran to America to the poker table culminates with first ring and 

$17,405. 

Mike Shariati left Iran 25 years ago to pursue a college education in the United States. If he 

ever decides to go back and visit, he’ll have a new piece of jewelry to show off to his friends 

in the Middle East.  

The 43-year-old genetic engineer won his first Circuit title on Wednesday evening in the 

$1,125 no-limit hold’em bounty event. He defeated a field of 116 entries and Deborah 
Sternberg heads-up to win the title and $17,405.  

“It feels good,” said Shariati. “Actually, I forgot how it feels. It’s been a while since I made a 

final table of a big tournament. I’m really happy because the WSOP is one of my favorite 
tournaments. I was fortunate to win it.”  

The Iranian native now makes his home in Irvine, CA, but after finishing high school at 17 

years old and serving one year of active duty in the Iranian military, Shariati was one of 50 

students selected out of 500,000 to receive a scholarship and come to the U.S. to get his 
college education.  

Moving from Iran to America was a culture shock for Shariati, who enrolled at the 

University of South Florida without having much time to learn the language or adjust to the 
new scenery.  

“I didn’t speak a word of English and when I came here, I had to go to University. College 

wasn’t good enough for them,” said Shariati of his family’s expectations of his higher 



 

 

education. “I had to keep high scores, high grades each semester. And that was the story. I 

ended up being here  

Shariati took off for Tampa, FL and enrolled at the University of South Florida, where he got 

his degree. By this time, his entire family had left Iran and they were living in Southern 

California. He didn’t plan on relocating to the Golden State because of his disdain for the 
traffic, but the was offered a job that he couldn’t refuse.  

He moved out west and set up roots in Irvine, CA, where he still resides today.  

Despite the lack of legalized gambling or land-based casinos, poker still managed to take off 
in Iran.  

“I heard it’s getting very big,” said Shariati about the state of poker in Iran. “There is no 

casinos, but there are a lot of off-site tournaments or they have home games. Most of them, 

they travel to the U.S., for the WSOP, or they got to Europe and play.”  

Shariati began playing poker when he came out to California. However, it wasn’t until the 

past couple of years that he started becoming a force to be reckoned with. He owns a 

resume with over $1.7 million in earnings, but he never had a significant score in a WSOP 
event until Wednesday.  

It took him a little time to secure a win in a WSOP event, but his whole life has been about 

persevering. Having to wait for satisfaction while he battled it out is exactly what he’s used 
to.  

“I went to war for one year after high school,” said Shariati. “I finished high school at 17 and 

I went to war. Also, I was doing martial arts, I was competing nationally. But when you go 

through those tough times, and it takes all of the focus and all of these things, I guess you 
can just take the tough hours of playing poker and the discipline.”  

Shariati no longer competes in martial arts competition and poker fills that competitive 

void for him.  

“I like competition and at my age, I can not compete in martial arts anymore,” he said. “So, 

this is the only thing I can compete in, just mentally. So, I’ll try and stay relevant in this 

game.”  

With seven figures in earnings, a major title and now a Circuit ring, Shariati is well on his 

way to staying in the spotlight on the felt.  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Mike Shariati    
Nationality: Iranian 

Birthplace: Iran 
Current Residence: Irvine, CA   



 

 

Age: 43  
Profession: Genetic Engineer 

WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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