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 MATTHEW ELSBY WINS $365 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM     

Bracelet winner and limit hold’em specialist adds a ring and $12,585 to his resume. 

Aside from learning from mistakes, there isn’t much for a poker player to be happy about 

after a losing cash game session. Matthew Elsby, however, took that negative energy and 

slight tilt and turned it into a Circuit ring.  

Elsby won the $365 no-limit hold’em event on Friday afternoon. He defeated Miki Murzi 

heads-up and defeated a 150-entry field to earn $12,585 and his first Circuit ring. It’s his 

first ring, but it isn’t his first World Series of Poker title. In 2015, he won the $3,000 limit 
hold’em six-max event at the WSOP for a bracelet and $230,799.  

“It’s cool,” said Elsby after the win. “It’s cool to get jewelry, right? Of any kind.”  

The Arizona native is a limit hold’em cash game specialist and makes his living in those 

games. He spends most of his time grinding out a living in the high-stakes limit games in 

the area, but after having a big losing session on Wednesday, he decided to jump in a 

tournament and take a day away from the constraints of a fixed limit betting structure.  

It worked out for him. 

“I had a losing day yesterday playing cash,” said Elsby. “A big loser. So, I was like ‘Screw it, 

I’m going to go play a tournament.’ And this made up for it, so it’s good. Third place 

would’ve been close, though.”  

With so much of his time being spent grinding out a living in the cash games, Elsby only 

plays a couple of tournaments a month. Despite the lack of volume that some other serious 

tournament grinders put in, he still finds a way to stay sharp enough to be profitable.  



 

 

“I’m maybe not as sharp as I should be, but I just won a tournament,” said Elsby with a 

chuckle. “I’ve played like six tournaments this year and I’ve cashed in three of them.”  

The pace of the final table was that of a limit environment. The action was quick and there 

was very little tanking. The final table was reached with less than two hours in the day, but 

it was down to just Elsby and Murzi when Day 1 wrapped up on Thursday night.  

When they returned on Friday, Murzi held a slight chip lead, but in about 90 minutes, Elsby 

had turned the chip advantage to his favor and took it down. He credits Murzi’s 

aggressiveness with the entire final table only taking about three hours.  

“It went super quick,” said Elsby. “[Murzi] was a pretty aggressive dude. He was kind of 

taking guys out and I was just kind of picking up the leftovers. It seemed like when there 

was five left, everybody got kind of antsy, too. They all had like 20 big blinds and they were 

just firing it in, so it was going to end quick.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Matthew Elsby 
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Chandler, AZ  
Current Residence: Long Beach, CA  

Age: 41 
Profession: Professional Poker Player  
WSOP Bracelets: 1 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1484&tid=16534&dayof=165341&rr=5
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