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 JJ DE LA GARZA WINS $580 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM    

Cash game specialist and commentator wins first Circuit ring and $15,000 after defeating a 

100-entry field. 

JJ De La Garza’s wife gets an assist for winning his first Circuit ring. The 31-year-old poker 

pro makes his living playing cash games and had no plans to enter the $580 no-limit 

hold’em. It was a suggestion by his wife that led to him shipping the tournament and 
winning his first Circuit ring.  

De La Garza defeated Kathleen Solowitz heads-up after a marathon battle that lasted for 

more than four hours and over the span of two days. He bested a 100-entry field and netted 

$15,000 for his first Circuit win.  

“I was sitting on the couch yesterday and I wasn’t even planning on playing poker,” said De 

La Garza. “My wife, it was about 12:30 and I’m usually in bed until about one, and she was 

like ‘Hey, why don’t you play a tournament today?’ and I was like ‘Ok, I have a bachelor 
party to go to, but I’ll postpone it.’ And I ended up shipping it. That’s how crazy poker is.”  

He postponed going to the bachelor party, but there was plenty of support for De La Garza 

on his rail during his heads-up match with Solowitz. De La Garza is an active member of the 

Southern California high-stakes cash game community, which brought out several friends 
and family members to the Bicycle Hotel and Casino to watch him take home his first ring.  

Aside from being a regular in the cash games at the Bike, where he makes his living, he also 

is one of the voices for the Bike’s in-house, live streamed cash game, called ‘Live at the 

Bike.’ De La Garza is one of the rotating group of pros that do commentary on cash games 

that range in stakes from $5/$5 no-limit hold’em with a $1,000 cap all the way to $25/$50 



 

 

with no cap on the buy-in. He felt that his time in the booth led him to a solid thought 

process when he’s at the table himself.  

“Commentating and watching the hole cards and watching what strategy should be and 

kind of critiquing people while you’re commentating makes you feel like you can make the 

right decision,” said the Los Angeles native. “When I play, I kind of sit back and commentate 

on what I think I should do. It’s like an out-of-body experience when I do play. Just trying to 

be in the zone and try and be patient.”  

Even though he makes his living playing cash games, De La Garza puts a lot of effort into his 

tournament game. In fact, the work he puts into poker is more skewed towards 

tournaments and not cash.  

“My cash game, not to toot my own horn, but I feel like I’m an expert,” said De La Garza. “So, 

if I don’t understand a spot, which is about five percent of the time, 95 percent of the time I 

feel like I understand cash games, I send out a text and [my friends] help me. I’ve been 

studying tournament poker for the last six months. I’ve been studying really hard. That’s 

the only studying I do is for tournament poker. So, although I don’t play that many, I love 

studying tournament poker.”  

After taking his first shot at the World Series of Poker main event last summer, and earning 

a ring on Thursday afternoon, the cash game pro may have caught a little bit of the 

tournament bug.  

“I’ve been firing the last month and a half,” said the Whitter, CA resident. “I’m definitely 

going to play some World Series events this summer. I played the main [event] last year 
and maybe I’ll put together more of a schedule.”   

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: JJ De La Garza   
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Los Angeles, CA 
Current Residence: Whittier, CA 

Age: 31 
Profession: Professional Poker Player  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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