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 RYAN BUCKHOLTZ WINS $365 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM   

After a strong showing over the summer, Southern California poker pro wins first ring and 

$10,615.  

On Wednesday afternoon, Ryan Buckholtz continued to build off a successfully 2017 World 

Series of poker. After a summer that included seven cashes, but lacked a breakout score, 

Buckholtz broke through for a win in the $365 no-limit hold’em.  

Buckholtz defeated 118 entries to earn his first Circuit title and $10,615. He defeated 

Shawn Walker heads-up for the title.  

“It feels pretty good,” said Buckholtz. “I’m just trying to get some momentum here. I had 

some deep runs, but just kept falling short and missing Day 3’s and maybe making some 

mistakes here and there.”  

With the biggest poker festival on the face of the earth creeping up on the horizon, 

Buckholtz hopes to use this victory to start things going in the right direction and get some 

momentum for this summer’s grind.  

“It’s good to get a little confidence going,” said Maryland native. “Especially with the next 

three or four months leading up to the World Series. I’m going to try and put in some more 
volume, hopefully have some good results and finish some tournaments.”  

Buckholtz graduated from the University of North Carolina before moving back home 

where he began a career day trading. In 2004, he left day trading and moved to San Diego 

to work on the John Kerry campaign. It was during his time on the campaign trail that he 
found poker.  



 

 

He began playing online and moved to the Los Angeles area in 2006, where he still is today. 

He’s played professionally since moving to Los Angeles, but always kept other business 

avenues open. Throughout his poker career, he’s dabbled in business opportunities with 

startup companies and is now building a company of his own.  

“Throughout the years, I’ve done some business stuff and poker,” said Buckholtz. “But a lot 

of years as a poker pro. So, I’m just trying to find that balance and start a business in 

downtown LA. We’re working with entrepreneurs and helping people chase their dreams 
and that kind of stuff.”  

The final table was reached late in the day on Tuesday and in the last level of the night, 

Buckholtz found himself winning a bunch of pots to eliminate a couple players and take the 

chip lead into the final day of play with four players left.  

“It was three pretty fortunate spots over the course of like 20-3 minutes that took me from 

average stack to like three times average,” said Buckholtz about the end of Day 1. “And 

from there, I was able to play pretty solid poker and finish it off.”  

With a 16th place finish in the first event of the series and a win in this one, Buckholtz puts 

himself right in the middle of what is shaping to be a crowded race for the Casino 

Championship. It’s a title that was on his mind before the series started.  

“I haven’t been putting in much volume over the last couple of months,” said Buckholtz. “So 

last week my goal was to make a run at this Casino Championship. It’s a good start, but I’ll 
probably need another final table, maybe another win to make it happen.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Ryan Buckholtz    
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Sykesville, MD 
Current Residence: Studio City, CA  

Age: 38 
Profession: Poker Pro/Entrepreneur  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1484&tid=16531&dayof=165311&rr=5
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=8208
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/16531-winner-photo.jpg

