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 HERMILO VARGAS DEFENDS MONSTER STACK TITLE   

Poker pro wins his second ring and $86,270 in the same event he won last December 

Hermilo Vargas is a fan of playing deep stacked. For the second consecutive stop at the 

Bicycle Hotel and Casino, the Mexican born poker pro won the $365 no-limit hold’em 
monster stack event.  

Last December, he defeated 1,150 entries to earn $71,195 and on Wednesday evening, he 
finished off a field of 1,317 entries to secure what is his new biggest career cash of $86,270.  

“It’s crazy,” said Vargas after his win. “I feel good. It’s really amazing.”  

Vargas immigrated to Southern California from Mexico and earned the nickname ‘Taxi’ in 

the local card rooms because of his occupation as a taxi cab driver. Eventually, his poker 

earnings outweighed what he was making as a cab driver and he left the taxi business to 
pursue poker full-time.  

Just by looking at the last several months, it looks like it was the right decision. He’s cashed 

in four Circuit events, final tabled three of them and won two of them. From those cashes 
alone, Vargas netted $159,805.  

Getting into the money seems to be the key for the Bell Gardens resident because from 

there, he tends to go deep. Of the seven career Circuit cashes he has, all of which came at 
the Bike, he final tabled all but one of them and came out on top in two of them.  

Vargas credits his final table success to whether he comes in with some extra chips to play 
with.  



 

 

“So far, every time I go with the chip lead, I never lose,” said Vargas. “If I make the final 

table chip leader, I never lose, so far. So far, every time I’ve made it, I’ve won the 
tournament.”  

Vargas came into the final table as one of the bigger stacks, but after some unfortunate 

runouts in the early part of the final table, he was forced to adjust his strategy.  

“At the beginning, it was a very tough table,” said Vargas. “I lost a few pots and I got down. 

Then, I just wait for some people to kill each other and then when it’s a short table, I start to 

play my game.”  

The strategy worked out for Vargas after he eliminated Alex Farahi in third and defeated 

Michael Itaev heads-up. Compared to the last win, this one was a lot smoother of a ride for 

Vargas.  

“I think this one is better for me because I never really got short stacked,” said Vargas. “The 

other one, I was short-stacked, and I got lucky a few times. This one, I was ok the whole 
final table.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Hermilo Vargas    
Nationality: Mexican 
Birthplace: Mexico 
Current Residence: Bell Gardens, CA  

Age: N/A 
Profession: Poker Player  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 1
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