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 GREG GIBSON WINS $365 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM   

Retired window carvings decorator scores first ring and $24,705 after taking down the first 

ring of the series.  

There were a lot of firsts on Sunday afternoon at the Bicycle Hotel and Casino. It was Greg 

Gibson’s first cash in a World Series of Poker event, it was the first event of the series and it 

resulted in Gibson’s first Circuit ring.  

The 68-year-old Detroit native and Southern California resident defeated Chris Herrin 

heads-up to best a field of 358 entries to earn $24,705.  

It was a roller coaster day for Gibson, who entered the final day as the chip leader with 14 

players remaining. In about an hour, Gibson nearly tripled his stack and took a massive 

chip lead into the final table. He lost more than 80% of his stack in the beginning of the final 
table before turning it all around and ending up back on top.  

“I was at 1.2 million coming into the final table,” said Gibson after his win. “I got down to 

220,000 and got it back up to win the tournament. That was a phenomenal run. I won four 

hands in a row and just went up from there. Everything went up from there. It was a good 
tournament.”  

Gibson was born in Detroit but moved to Southern California when he was 11. He made his 

living as a decorator, mostly with window carvings and hung it all up for the retired life a 

few years ago. It was after he finished his professional career that he found poker and he 

was hooked from the beginning.  

He started playing in small, local tournaments before entering his first WSOP Circuit event 

on Saturday morning.  



 

 

“It’s exciting,” said Gibson about his win. “This is my first-time I’ve ever done this, so it’s 

kind of exciting. I just took it down. It’s cool. It’s a lot of cool.”  

The roller coaster didn’t just start at the final table and end with his ring. Gibson already 
fought through a short-stacked battle once before.  

“I usually play $15,000 or $20,000 [prizepools], but nothing ever this big,” said Gibson. 

“The exciting part is that I had 600 chips at one time on the first day and I came back to 

make the final table. And I came back to make the final table. So, when I got down to 

220,000, all of these guys had me dominated and I came back from that. It was pretty 
exciting.”  

The fun and the excitement of the game is what drives Gibson to hit the tables again. Now, 

with his professional life behind him, poker became his new hobby and the smaller stakes 

tournaments in Southern California may have found a new regular.  

“It’s fun. It’s a cat and mouse game. I love it,” said Gibson. “It’s just for the fun. For the 
investment, it’s a great chance to win. You can win a lot of money for a small investment.”  

Along with the ring and the money, Gibson also takes an early lead in the Casino 

Championship race. He earned 50 points and sits atop the leaderboard for at least a couple 

days until the next ring winner is crowned on Tuesday.  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Greg Gibson   
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Detroit, MI 
Current Residence: Los Angeles, CA  

Age: 68 
Profession: Retired  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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