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WSOP CIRCUIT 2017-18 
EVENT REPORT 

Circuit Stop: Seminole Casino Coconut Creek  
Event:  No-Limit Hold’em  
Buy-in:  $365 

 Date:   13 February 2018  
 Entries:  120  
 Prizepool: $36,000  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LONI HARWOOD WINS AGAIN IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
Local standout wins fourth ring, $10,801 at Coconut Creek 

“All signs point to a win,” Loni Harwood said Tuesday afternoon. 

She was one of the first players back for the restart of Event #5 at Seminole Casino Coconut 
Creek, milling around the room an hour early. 

Despite entering Day 2 near the bottom of the counts, Harwood was already predicting a win. 
After all, she’d drawn Seat 7 at the final table, her lucky seat. 

“It seems that every time I get Seat 7 at the final table, I just… I don’t know,” she would explain 
later. “It’s crazy. I’m not superstitious or anything. But it just seems like every time I’m at a final 
table, it’s always seven.” 

The number has always carried special weight for Harwood. She won her first of two WSOP 
bracelets on July 7, which happened to be the birthday of both her brother and sister-in-law. 
Seven-seven. If that’s not enough convincing, Harwood entered Day 2 of this event with 77,000 
chips — good for seventh place with nine remaining. 

And then there was today’s date, February 13. A year ago today, Harwood won her third Circuit 
ring just down the road at the Palm Beach Kennel Club. Thirteen was also a lucky number for 
Harwood’s late mother, who’s still her primary source of inspiration. 

As if she needed even more run-good in her corner, Harwood was surrounded by friends and 
family, including her brother and sister-in-law. And her boyfriend, poker pro Phil Hui, along with 
his brother, Chris. 



The group gathered along the perimeter of the final table, with Hui pacing nervously around the 
area. Harwood was as poised as a statue, though. She handily picked her way through the 
eliminations, eventually finding herself heads-up for the ring against Stephen Hawley. 

Hawley had the chip lead to begin, but it didn’t matter. The battle was short, and it ended as 
Harwood predicted — with her posing for winner’s photos. 

As usual, her significant other was right by her side. She and Hui are now tied with four rings 
apiece. Both are WSOP bracelet winners, as well. 

“It’s been really great,” Harwood said of their relationship. “We talk a lot of hands. And then, 
obviously, we have a life outside of poker. So there’s balance. But we help each other get better a 
lot.” 

In her years as a pro, Harwood has become a serious force on the felt. She believes that her 
experience in major, world-class events has helped her find success at the Circuit level. 

“Your game evolves,” she explained. “As you have gain experience and player higher buy-ins, 
you tend to pick up more things that work, especially in lower-buy-in tournaments.” 

Harwood dedicated this win to her sister-in-law, Jenna. She and her husband, Scott, were on the 
rail for the duration of the final table. Loni calls Scott her best friend, and he provided a little 
extra motivation before the final table. 

“At the beginning of the day, I told her if she won, we could go celebrate at Red Lobster,” Scott 
said. 

“We are going to Red Lobster,” Harwood giggled. 
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MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Loni Harwood  
Nationality:  USA  
Birthplace:    Staten Island, NY  
Current Residence:   Tamarac, Fla.  

Age:     28 
Profession:    Poker player  
WSOP Bracelets: 2  
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 3  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DIRECT LINKS 
FULL RESULTS 
LONI HARWOOD'S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?grid=1406&tid=16296
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=142157
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/16296-winner-photo.jpg

