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WSOP CIRCUIT 2017-18 
EVENT REPORT 

Circuit Stop: Seminole Casino Coconut Creek  
Event:  No-Limit Hold’em (One Day)  
Buy-in:  $365 

 Date:   8 February 2018  
 Entries:  318  
 Prizepool: $95,400  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MARTIN RYAN CAN’T BE STOPPED 
 Part-timer from Trinidad wins opening event at Coco, fifth ring in 15 months 

You wouldn't know it from his results, but Martin Ryan doesn't really play much tournament 
poker. 

The elusive 55-year-old part-time player can’t take on a full schedule of live events. He spends 
most of his time at home in Trinidad tending to his businesses, which include a bed and breakfast 
and a private card club. When he does take a seat, though, he’s something of a monster. 

It’s a case of the cover not matching the contents of the book very well. Ryan is a soft-spoken, 
unimposing figure who’s easy to overlook at the table. He comes across much more as the host 
of an island resort than a cutthroat poker player. 

But his poker game speaks at full volume. Ryan employs a strategy that is as loose and 
aggressive as any player on tour. It’s rare to see a pot in progress that doesn’t involve him in the 
early stages of a tournament. And he makes it work. 

Poker is baked into Ryan’s blood, it seems. He’s been playing the game since he was in his teens, 
and he has a hard time shaking the bug even today. The draw of poker is so strong that he left a 
house full of guests to come play in South Florida. 

“Right now it’s Carnival in my country,” Ryan said. “I have a guest house, and it’s packed. And I 
ran away! My guests are from all over the world, and I just left all of them.” 

This win seems to confirm that a year-long heater is still intact. Ryan outlasted a field of 318 
entries in this event to claim his fifth ring and the top prize of $22,416. This result brings his 



total Circuit earnings across the quarter-million-dollar mark, a remarkable run that now spans 
two seasons. 

The story begins back in 2008, when Ryan won a little Seven Card Stud tournament in Las 
Vegas. It was only his third tournament cash on record, and it was the last time his name would 
show up on a results sheet for the next eight years. 

Ryan took his first trip to Las Vegas for the WSOP in 2016, where he earned two small cashes. 
He was just another face in the crowd at that point, though. And his results were nothing to write 
home about. 

Later that year, though, the International Circuit made its first trip to St. Maarten. That’s in 
Mister Ryan’s neighborhood, and he hopped across to play. It’s there that he put his name on the 
radar for the first time. 

Ryan took down Event #5, the series’ PLO event, then went ahead and won Event #6 the next 
day. He nearly made it three in a row in the Main Event, too, which was Event #7. The new two-
time ring winner made that final table, but he somehow managed to avoid winning. Ryan 
finished in eighth place. 

That performance was good enough to earn him a seat to the WSOP Global Casino 
Championship, but Ryan wasn’t done racking up rings. Riding the heater, he started to follow the 
primary Circuit around on the US mainland, as his schedule permitted. 

Harrah’s Cherokee hosts some of the traveling tour’s largest events, and Ryan made his first trip 
to the hills of North Carolina. It was to be the site of the upcoming GCC, so it was a good ice-
breaking trip to the property. 

The Cherokee series opened with a huge re-entry event, drawing a total field of more than 2,200 
entries. You’ll never guess who entered the final table with the chip lead. Although the victory 
eluded him, Ryan did set a new bar for himself. His third-place finish was worth close to $50,000 
and a new career best payday. He added one more cash at Cherokee before catching a westbound 
flight to Los Angeles. 

The Circuit event at the Bicycle Casino was already under way at that point, and Ryan showed 
up just in time to late register for Event #8, the $1,125 event. It’s arguably one of the toughest 
events on the entire Tour, with a field full of LA regulars and traveling pros. Ryan toppled them 
all, though, adding a third ring to his collection. 

The following January, Ryan nearly won the Main in Tunica, finishing in fifth place. Then he 
nearly won the opener at the Palm Beach Kennel Club, finishing as the runner-up. Then he did 
win Event #3. Ryan conquered the $580 at the dog track, scooping up his fourth ring in as many 
months. He became the first player to win four rings in one Circuit season. 

His 2018 efforts are off to a fine start, too. He only cashed once in Choctaw last month, but he’s 
already one-for-one at Coconut Creek. If Ryan is in ring-winning form this week, it may not be 
the last winner’s interview he gives at Coco. 
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MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Martin Ryan  
Nationality:  Trinidad  
Birthplace:    Trinidad  
Current Residence:   Trinidad  

Age:     55 
Profession:    Business owner 
WSOP Bracelets: 0  
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 4  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DIRECT LINKS 
FULL RESULTS 
MARTIN RYAN'S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?tid=16293&grid=1406
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=157328
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/16293-winner-photo.jpg

